


































































































































































































































































MADISON HEIGHTS 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

JANUARY 9, 2002 
 
PRESENT: Kathy Connolly    Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Barbara Geralds   Jerry Van Sice 
  Mary Merkel   John Weigel 
  Lila Richards   Roslyn Yerman 
  Robert Scheere   Matthew Zalewski 
  Connie Schmelzle 
 
EXCUSED: Robert Brunk   Barbara Lundin 
  Dolly Ferries   Ronald Vannoy  
  Cathy Longo 
 
I.  CALL TO ORDER 
  Meeting called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 
II.  INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
                           See Above. 
 
III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES – APRIL 10, 2001 

The minutes of the October 9th meeting were approved by Lila Richards and 
seconded by Jeri Van Sice with one correction.  The first paragraph of Kendall 
School under Old Business will read, “Mr. Jackson donated the restored 
schoolhouse clock.”  
 

IV.  OLD BUSINESS 
(A) KENDALL SCHOOL 

Councilwoman Scott reported on behalf of the Kendall School Foundation.  
The doors were repaired, but still need to be replaced.  David LaRue is 
the new president of the Foundation.  The locks have been changed and 
limited key distribution is now in place to provide for greater security.  The 
kitchen is now in order.   A $100.00 donation by the Community Round 
Table allowed for the purchase of a new faucet.  A new sink and lower 
cupboards will be installed.  Basement work is the next priority, along with 
a handicapped ramp on the north side of the building.  A $50 donation 
was made in memory of Helen Hennessey.  Memorial plans are in the 
works.  Dave Woodward donated a flag and the Veteran’s Day program 
was a success and will likely be repeated. 

 
(B) GENEALOGY PROGRAM 

The Genealogy Program will be held in later April or early May.  Possible 
dates are April 23rd-April 25th.  A special meeting to plan this program was 
discussed.  

 
  
(C) ORAL HISTORY 



 
Connie Schmelzle will assist with the transcriptions.  The purchase of a 
second transcriber was discussed.  The use of the Senior Center 
laminator was discussed for lamination of the promotional bookmarks 
created by Matthew Zalewski.  The disks are being submitted 
electronically in addition to print.  Possible links to the histories from the 
City page were discussed as a promotional idea. 

   
  (D) PROMOTION 

Discussion took place regarding a book of remembrances in honor of the 
50th anniversary of the City of Madison Heights. 

 
(E) MEMBER ROSTER 

The member roster was circulated for updates.  
 
  (F) COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE 

Councilwoman Scott was congratulated on her official capacity as Council 
Representative on the Historical Commission. 

   
(F) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 

Barbara Geralds made this report in the absence of Robert Brunk.  
Meetings are presently being held Madison Community Hospital and 
monthly meetings feature an informational speaker. 

 
V.  OTHER BUSINESS 
    Councilwoman Scott spoke of the memorial plans underway for Helen Hennessey. 

She recommended that the Commission purchase the book “Legacy of One Room                  
Schoolhouses” by Myrna Grove.  A motion to purchase two copies of the book was 
made by Barbara Geralds and seconded by Jeri Van Sice.   
 
A Commission program during Random Acts of Kindness Week, scheduled for 
February 10th-16th was discussed.  Commission members will serve coffee and 
cake in the Breckenridge Room for a four-hour period, with collection items on 
display.   

 
VI.   NEXT MEETING 
  A special meeting was scheduled January 30, 2002 at the Main Library at 7:00. 
 
VII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  Roslyn Yerman adjourned the meeting at 8:45. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Roslyn Yerman 
Library Director 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
JANUARY 30, 2002 

 
PRESENT: Roslyn Yerman  Matthew J Zalewski 
  Dolly Ferries   Jerry Van Sice 
  Mary R. Merkel  Barbara Geralds 
  Connie Schmelzle  Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Cathy M. Longo  Robert Scheere   
 
EXCUSED: Robert Brunk   Barbara Lundin 
  Lila Richards   Ron Vannoy 
 
ABSENT: Kathy Connolly  John Weigel 
     
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 Meeting called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
 See Above  
  
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 9, 2002 

A motion to approve the minutes of the January 9th meeting was made by Barb 
Geralds and seconded by Jerry Van Sice.  

  
IV OLD BUSINESS 
 (A) GENEALOGY PROGRAM            

Councilwoman Scott spoke with John Skeens, Education Coordinator with the 
Troy Historical Museum and Center.  The Genealogy Program has been 
scheduled for Tuesday, April 23, 2002 at 7:30 p.m.  It will be held in the 
Breckenridge Room. Mr. Skeens will speak for 45 minutes to an hour and will 
require a check for $75.00 made out to the Troy Historical Museum. 

 
A motion to allocate $75.00 to John Skeens for the Genealogy Program on April 
23rd at 7:30 p.m. was made by Barb Geralds and seconded by Matt Zalewski.        

 
 (B)  RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 

Historical Commission members will have refreshments set up in the 
Breckenridge Room on Friday, February 15th from 2:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  There 
will be a display of Historical Items and Commission bookmarks will also be 
available.  Councilwoman Scott has designed a promotional flyer.  

  
  

Councilwoman Scott is in the process of creating a brochure about the Historical 
Commission, including our formation accomplishments and duties.  The motto 
will be “Bringing Our History Alive”.  The color will be green on white. 



 
(C) ORAL HISTORIES 
Work on oral history transcriptions continues. 

 
 (D)   BOOKMARKS 

Matt Zalewski was thanked for designing the five different book marks.  
Appreciation was also expressed to the Senior Center for the use of their 
laminating machine.   

 
            (E)   MEMBER ROSTER 

Councilwoman Scott revised the Membership roster.  Members reviewed their 
information for accuracy 

  
 (F)    COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
 Barb Geralds reported that there was a huge turn out for the January Meeting. 
 Several new members joined.   
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Scott to honor Jean Sterritt as “Historian 
Of the Year“, seconded by Cathy Longo at the May Banquet to be held on May 
22nd. 

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS: 
 Barb Geralds suggested we update the Heritage Book. 
 

Councilwoman Scott suggested we join the Historical Society of Michigan. The 
subscription would cost $65.00 a year.  She will have more information at our 
next meeting.   

  
Roslyn Yerman spoke about the upcoming Coffee Concerts to be held on  
Wednesdays, on February, 6, 13, 20 and 27.  They will be held at the Senior 
Center, and the Madison Heights Intermediate Women’s Club will provide coffee 
and desserts for a minimal charge. 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 
 The next meeting is scheduled for April 10, 2002. 
 
VII Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 P.M.    
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries, Secretary 



         
MADISON HEIGHTS 

        HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
      APRIL 10, 2002 

 
PRESENT: Robert Brunk   Robert Scheere (7:30 p.m.) 
  Dolly Ferries   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
  Barbara Geralds  John Weigel 
  Cathy M. Longo  Roslyn Yerman 
  Mary R. Merkel  Matthew J. Zalweski    
  Lila Richards   
  
EXCUSED: Barbara Lundin  Jerry Van Sice 
  Connie Schmelzle  Ron Vannoy 
 
ABSENT: Kathy Connolly   
     
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
 See Above  
  
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 30, 2002 
 A motion to approve the minutes of the January 30th meeting was made by  
 Matthew  Zalewski and seconded by Councilwoman Margene Scott.   
  
IV OLD BUSINESS 
 (A) GENEALOGY PROGRAM            

John Skeens, Education Coordinator with the Troy Historical Museum and 
Center, will speak for 45 minutes to an hour at the Genealogy program scheduled 
for Tuesday, April 23rd, at 7:30 p.m. in the Breckenridge Room at the Main 
Library. Payment will be made in the amount of $75.00, payable to the Troy 
Historical Museum.  Barbara Geralds and Dolly Ferries will set up refreshments 
at 6:30 p.m.  Refreshments will consist of coffee, tea, and cookies.  Mary Merkel 
asked if Mr. Skeens would require a microphone.  Councilwoman Scott will 
inquire. 

 
 (B)  KENDALL SCHOOL 

Councilwoman Scott expressed concern about the  misleading article in the Daily 
Tribune stating that Kendall School was not doing well.  She says the School is 
doing just fine.  

 
 The first floor is being finished and will be renamed for Helen Hennessey.  A 
 tentative date for this event is scheduled for June 29, 2002.  Helen’s family will 
be 



invited.  A showcase is needed to display the items donated by the Hennessey 
family to the School from her early days as teacher and principal.  The new flag- 
pole has been installed in front of Kendall School.  State Representative Dave 
Woodward donated a United States flag. 

    
Mr. Skeens, the speaker at the Commission’s upcoming Genealogy program may 
donate some blackboards, and a 48 star flag has already been donated. A 
handicap/unisex bathroom is in the planning stages to be installed on the main 
floor. 

 
 Election of Officers was held and they are as follows: 
 Councilwoman Margene Scott, President Tony Bliss, Vice President 
 John Weigel, Treasurer   Fran Kirchoff, Secretary  
   

Tony Bliss will head a Fund Raiser for Kendall School scheduled for June 8th and 
9th and June 14th and 15th.  They will sell Flags For Freedom Stickers on 
Madison Heights street corners.  Matt Hackel, Nature Center Naturalist,  
suggested  that the School hold an Appraiser Fair for a Fund Raiser.  It is being 
considered and could be scheduled in September or October.  

    
 (C) ORAL HISTORIES 

John Weigel suggested that we complete transcription of the existing Oral 
Histories that we have on file now, before new interviews are conducted. There 
are six transcriptions finished.  Roslyn Yerman will check with Connie Schmelzle 
and see how she is progressing with the transcriptions she is working on before 
the next meeting.  

 . 
 (D)   MEMBER ROSTER 

Councilwoman Margene Scott has been working on the new roster and will have 
it completed for the next Historical Meeting. 

              
 (E)    COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Margene Scott that the Historical 
Commission buy tickets to the Community Round Table Awards Luncheon for 
“Historian Of the Year”, Jean Sterritt and her husband, John, Robert and Ann 
Brunk, and Roslyn Yerman.  The Community Round Table Awards Luncheon 
will be held on May 22, 2002. 
 

 Bill Ferries will make the certificate that will be presented to Jean Sterritt. 
  
 (F) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 

Robert Brunk reported that the speakers for the month of March represented the 
various churches in the community. The Pastors or their representatives spoke 
about the services and events that their church holds.   An invitation to come and 
visit their churches was extended to all the members. 
    



Many flyers were distributed for upcoming events in the City, including the 
Jaycee Easter Egg Dash, the Chamber of Commerce Wine Tasting, and the 
Lamphere High School play, “Once Upon A Mattress”, scheduled for April 17th 
through 20th.  Robert Brunk distributed the flyer for our Genealogy 101 Program. 

   
V. OTHER BUSINESS: 

Councilwoman Scott would like a thank you note sent to Carl Collis for his 
donation of historical pictures of the Old Fire Station on John R, and early 
pictures of the Police and Fire Department members.  Roslyn Yerman will draft 
the note. 

 
The Commission will create a historical display in the City Hall showcase during 
Michigan Week in May, which will include the photographs and other historical 
items.  Bookmarks, a 48 star flag, and copies of the two Historical Books will also 
be included in the display.  

 
Councilwoman Margene Scott is waiting for information from the Historical 
Society of Michigan and recommended that the Commission consider a 
membership in this organization. 

 
The Historical Commission has purchased two copies of  “Legacy Of One-Room 
Schools” in memory of Helen Hennessey, one copy for the Main Library and one 
copy for the Branch.  Members of the Hennessey family will be invited to 
preview the book at the Main Library. 

 
The Historical Commission have a table at the Festival in the Park scheduled for 
June 30th.  Mary and Ralph Merkel will man the table and will have copies of the 
Heritage Book on sale among other items.   

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 
 The next meeting will be held in October 2002. 
 
VII Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 P.M.    
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries, Secretary 
 
 
 



                                               MADISON HEIGHTS 
                                       HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
    OCTOBER 16, 2002 
 

 
 
PRESENT: Robert Brunk    Robert Scheere 
  Kathleen Connolly   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott  
  Mary R. Merkel   John Weigel 
  Ben Myers (Guest)   Roslyn Yerman 

Lila Richards    Matthew J. Zalewski   
  

EXCUSED: Dolly Ferries    Jeraldine Van Sice 
  Barbara Lundin  
 
ABSENT: Barbara Geralds   Connie Schmelzle 
  Cathy Longo     Ronald Vannoy 
     
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
 See Above  
  
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  April 10, 2002 
 A motion to approve the minutes of the April 10th meeting was made by  
 Bob Brunk, seconded by Lila Richards and approved.   
  
IV OLD BUSINESS 

(A) KENDALL SCHOOL 
Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott reported on the Kendall School 
Foundation.   The tribute to Helen Hennessey was held on June 30, 2002.  
The Foundation has acquired a few more school desks and an antique 
potbellied stove.  The floors have been sanded and a teacher’s platform 
was discovered.  A mural has been removed and Bob Brunk donated a 48 
star flag that is now on display.   
 
The recent canister drive resulted in the collection of funds to cover nine 
months rent.  Bob Maten has installed plaques honoring the late Helen 
Hennessey.  New thermostats are also in place.  The school is currently 
undergoing the inspection process by the City and as a result, all 
programming has been postponed until the School is awarded its 
certificate of occupancy.  Hot water is needed in the restrooms, along with 
battery powered exit signs. 
 



The Kendall School Foundation is now operating separately from the 
Jaycees.  Mark Henessey has been appointed  a member of the Foundation 
and Robert Scheere was appointed to the Foundation as well.  Robert 
Gettings may also be approached to serve. 
 

(B) ORAL HISTORIES 
Work proceeds on the transcription of the oral histories.  Roslyn Yerman 
will contact Connie Schmelzle about the transcriber to allow John Weigel 
the opportunity to do some transcriptions as well in the coming weeks. 

    
(C) MEMBER ROSTER 

Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott distributed copies of the roster. 
. 

(D) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
Bob Brunk provided the Community Round Table Report, commenting on 
the wealth of information available.  Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
noted the new Round Table web site, sponsored by St. John Oakland 
Hospital.  Organizations may link to the site. 

               
V. NEW BUSINESS 

A. DISCUSSION OF LIBRARY IMPROVEMENT OPTION #4 
Roslyn Yerman, highlighting the placement of the Historical Collection and 
related work areas, introduced the proposed Library Improvement Option #4 
to Commission members.  Discussion ensued with questions answered by Ms. 
Yerman and Assistant City Manager Ben Myers. 

 
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

Matthew Zalewski introduced the possibility of a program on Ghosts by an 
Oakland University professor, who has authored several books on the subject.  
Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott suggested Ernie Harwell as well, and a 
general programming discussion took place.  Some initial inquiries will be made 
prior to the Commission’s January meeting. 
 
Ben Myers spoke to the Commission about the overhaul of the City web page, 
and the possibility of a page highlighting Commission activities.  Examples from 
Sterling Heights, and the City of Kentwood, near Grand Rapids, were distributed 
as examples.  General discussion took place about material that might be 
included, with oral histories, in both text and audio formats as well as obituaries 
and marriage announcements discussed among the possibilities. 
 
Councilwoman Scott shared the improvements being made at the Troy Historical 
Society with the group, as well as her plan to introduce funding for historical 
preservation projects as a City goal in the upcoming City Goals process.  She 
suggested that this was especially important in light of the City’s upcoming 50th 
anniversary, and suggested that she would lessen the requested amount for a goal 
she will be reintroducing this year. 



 
Lila Richards informed the group the annual Boards and Commissions dinner will 
be held on May 2, 2002.  Commission members will be invited to attend.   
 
  

  
VII NEXT MEETING 
 The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 15, 2003 at 7:00. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 was made by Lila Richards, seconded by   
 Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott and approved. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Roslyn Yerman  
Acting Secretary 
 
 
 



 
                                               MADISON HEIGHTS 
                                       HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
    JANUARY 15, 2003 
 

 
 
PRESENT: Robert Brunk    Robert Scheere 
  Kathleen Connolly   Connie Schmelzle  
  Dolly Ferries    Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
  Chris Gariepy (Guest)   John Weigel 

Barbara Geralds   Jeraldine Van Sice 
Mary Merkle    Roslyn Yerman 
Lila Richards    Matthew J. Zalewski 
    
     

EXCUSED: Cathy Longo    Barbara Lundin  
 
ABSENT: Ron Vannoy    
        
     
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
Chris Gariepy, of the Hazel Park Historical Commission was introduced. 

  
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  October 16, 2002 

The minutes of the October 16th meeting were approved by Robert Brunk and 
seconded by Matthew Zalewski   

  
IV OLD BUSINESS 

(A) KENDALL SCHOOL 
Councilwoman Margene Scott reported that the first floor of the building 
has been transformed to resemble an old fashioned school.  It is 
undergoing inspection by the City for a certificate of occupancy.  A 
portable water heater will be installed to address the need for hot water in 
the restrooms, and Councilwoman Scott has recycled a vanity and sink 
that will be installed in the Ladies Restroom.  The Men’s Restroom will 
also have a new sink installed. 
 
Four battery powered exit signs will be purchased and installed.  Wooden 
frames with plastic covering have been installed on the windows to keep 
the cold air out.  A wish list has now been created.  School desks have 
been donated, along with a display case that can be used for historical 
items, or items that might be sold to the public. 



Joe Miller and Pat Gokey are the newest members on the Kendall School 
Foundation Board.  Mr. Miller lives next door to the building, and is able 
to keep an eye on it.  An Appraiser’s Fair will be held once the certificate 
of occupancy has been received, and The Flags for Freedom will be an 
ongoing fundraiser.   
 

(B) ORAL HISTORIES 
Discussion took place on the status of the transcriptions.  John Weigel 
demonstrated the difference between good and bad interviews by sharing  
two tapes with the group.  Members first listened to a portion of a 
successfully transcribed interview with Alfred A. Ryder, a postman, who 
lived in the City for many years.  They then listened to a portion of a taped 
interview of Jean Davis and Bernice Kyle, by two teens at the Senior 
Center, where multiple voices and background noise have prevented 
transcription.   
 
Chris Gariepy suggested Troy Video as a resource.  It was suggested that 
Ben Myers might also be a resource.  Roslyn Yerman informed the group 
that she had contacted Madison Heights Police Chief Kevin Sagan 
regarding tape clean up sources, but he was unable to make a 
recommendation.   
 
John Weigel informed the group that we are almost caught up with the 
backlog of tapes needing to be transcribed.  In addition to the mentioned 
tape, there are also two tapes that appear to have been recorded at a high 
rate of speed, and at the moment, are inaudible.  Oral histories will resume 
once the transcriptions are complete.  It was recommended that the 
interviews be transcribed as soon as possible, and that the interviewer 
should do the transcribing. 
 
Roslyn Yerman reminded the group that that the text and audio versions of 
the Oral Histories are being added to the new City website, which will be 
unveiled to the public next month.  John Weigel noted that his name is 
misspelled, as well as the fact that he is credited with authoring all of the 
transcriptions, where this is not the case.  While John has done the bulk of 
the transcriptions, this will change, as new Oral Histories are added to the 
collection.   
 
Chris Gariepy next spoke to the group.  He informed members that the 
Hazel Park Historical Commission was in receipt of research copies of the 
Madison and Hazel Park News, and the Ferndale Gazette, covering the 
1970’s through the mid 80’s.  Hazel Park has what they need from the 
donation, and Mr. Gariepy offered the Commission the opportunity to 
decide if any of the remaining papers may of interest to the group. 
 



The papers are currently being housed at the Hazel Park Recreation 
Center.  Mr. Gariepy will be meeting with a representative from Ferndale 
on Tuesday, January 21st, at 3:00.  Connie Schmlezle and Mary Merkel 
will be there as well.  A follow up meeting is being considered to review 
the material once it returns to Madison Heights.   
 
Mr. Gariepy also noted an incorrect caption on a picture in the Heritage 
Book.  A picture of the 1928 Royal Oak Fire House shows it as being 
located at 23055 John R.  It was actually located at 9 Mile and 
Stephenson. 
  

(C) PROGRAMMING 
Roslyn Yerman and Councilwoman Scott are in the process of identifying 
a contact for Ernie Harwell, who was identified as a potential speaker at 
the group’s last meeting. 

. 
(D) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 

Bob Brunk provided the Community Round Table Report, commenting on 
the wealth of information available.  The handouts will be made available 
through the library.  Mr. Brunk advised the group that he would be out of 
town for the next two months, and will be unable to represent the group.  
Robert Scheere, the alternate Historical Commission representative, will 
attend the February and March meetings in his place. 

 
              
V. NEW BUSINESS 

A. HISTORICAL PROJECT FOR FY 2003-04 BUDGET 
Roslyn Yerman shared an assignment to identify a historical project that 
might be funded in the FY 2003-04 Budget.  Councilwoman Scott 
provided background for the group.  No monetary figure was given.  
Discussion took place, with the following projects being identified as 
possibilities: 
 

1. Newspaper Preservation 
2. Historical Markers for Buildings and Homes 
3. Use of the Old Fire Station for Historical Purposes 
4. Heritage Book Volume III 
5. Children’s Programming 

 
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

Barbara Geralds made a motion that Margene Scott be nominated as the 
Commission’s Historian of the Year at this year’s Community Round Table 
Awards Luncheon.  Lila Richards seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
Discussion took place with regard to the group’s participation in Random Acts of 
Kindness Week.  Barbara Geralds and Councilwoman Scott will compile a trivia 



quiz about Madison Heights that will be distributed between February 10th and 
March 3rd, along with a tie breaker question if needed.  First and second prizes 
will be awarded. 
 
Robert Brunk donated a number of items to the Historical Collection, among them 
a 1975 program from the annual Hiller School Circus Acts.  
 

VII NEXT MEETING 
 The next meeting will be held on Monday, March 31, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission 
 
 



 
                                               MADISON HEIGHTS 
                                       HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
    MARCH 31, 2003 
 

 
 
PRESENT: Robert Brunk    Mary Merkel 
  Kathleen Connolly   Jeraldine Van Sice  
  Dolly Ferries    John Weigel 
  Barbara Geralds   Roslyn Yerman 

Barbara Lundin   Matthew J. Zalewski 
     

EXCUSED: Lila Richards    Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott  
  Robert Scheere   Ron Vannoy 
  Connie Schmelzle 
 
ABSENT: Cathy Longo    
        
     
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
 

  
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 15, 2003 

Mary Merkel stated that the minutes did not reflect her attendance at the last 
meeting.  With this correction, a motion to approve the minutes of the January 
15th meeting was made by Robert Brunk and seconded by Matthew Zalewski.   

  
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

(A) KENDALL SCHOOL 
Councilwoman Scott was excused and there was no report.  
 

(B) ORAL HISTORIES 
John Weigel reminded the group of the difficulty involved in interviewing 
groups of people when transcriptions are not immediate.  He is working on 
an interview conducted by Bill Miles with four people involved with the 
North End Project, and will likely confer with him in determining who is 
speaking at given times.  John Weigel is also working on an interview 
with Loweda Deal. 
 
Roslyn Yerman reminded the group that the revised City Web Site has 
been officially unveiled, and that Ben Myers has the oral histories online 
in both audio and text format.  She reminded Commission members that 



second copies need to be created for many of the physical tapes and that 
the Madison Heights Intermediate Women’s Club donated a dual recorder 
for this purpose.   
 
Mary Merkel donated an enlarged photograph of the Horkey Farm on 
Ajax Drive that was taken in 1951 to the Historical Collection.  
  

(C) PROGRAMMING 
Roslyn Yerman and Councilwoman Scott will continue to attempt to 
contact Ernie Harwell to speak at a Fall program, and Matthew Zalewski 
will speak to an Oakland University professor who does a program on 
ghosts.  The group’s consensus was that this might be a good October 
program.  

. 
(D) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 

Robert Scheere was excused but he was in attendance at the February 
Round Table meeting, and made his report to Roslyn Yerman prior to the 
meeting.  The speaker for the meeting was with Leader Dogs for the 
Blind.  A number of both puppies and older dogs were present. 
 
Robert Brunk attended the March meeting and gave his report.  The 
speaker at this meeting was from Davenport University.  It is now possible 
to obtain a Master’s Degree.  Each Round Table member present received 
a coffee mug with the university logo. 
 
Barbara Geralds reminded the group that we had nominated 
Councilwoman Scott as our “Historian of the Year,” to be presented at the 
Community Round Table Awards Luncheon at the Club Venetian in May.  
She made a motion that the Commission pay for four tickets for the event, 
for Councilwoman Scott and her husband, Jack, Roslyn Yerman, and the 
presenter of Councilwoman Scott’s award.  The motion carried 
unanimously.   

 
(E) HISTORICAL PROJECT 

Discussion took place regarding content on historical content for the City 
Site.  John Weigel suggested we take a Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQ) approach, and answer some of the most frequently asked questions 
about the City of Madison Heights.  Identified examples included: 
 

1. How were the City borders determined? 
2. Why are there three school districts in Madison Heights? 
3. What was here before Madison Heights? 
4. Where did Madison Heights get its name. 

 
It was suggested that most of the answers could come from the Heritage 
Book Volumes.  Barbara Geralds, Jeraldine Van Sice, and Dolly Ferries 



volunteered to go through Volumes 1 and 2 prior to the next meeting.  An 
additional idea was to include a questionnaire in order to reach a larger 
number of older residents.  The questionnaire might also be included in 
the Senior Newsletter.  Recording Historical Commission meetings was 
also raised as a possibility. 

  
 V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

With an awareness of fall programming and with the ongoing work on historical 
content, a special meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, June 25th, at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Main Library  

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission 
 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

JUNE 26, 2003 
 

 
PRESENT: Robert Brunk    Mary Merkel 
  Kathleen Connolly   Lila Richards  
  Dolly Ferries    Robert Scheere 
  Barbara Geralds   Connie Schmelzle 
  Barbara Lundin   Roslyn Yerman 
       Matthew Zalewski 

            
EXCUSED: Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
  Jerry Van Sice 
 
ABSENT: Cathy Longo 
  Ron Vannoy  
  John Weigel    
        
     
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
 

  
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  March 31, 2003 

A motion to approve the minutes of the March 31, 2003 meeting was made by 
Matt Zalewski and seconded by Barbara Geralds. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) PROGRAMMING 
Matt Zalewski discussed the program on ghosts with Dr. Ron Finucane, as 
the speaker.  The program will be held in the Breckenridge Room on 
Wednesday evening, October 29, 2003, and pay Dr. Finucane a fee of 
$100.00.    Roslyn Yerman will reserve the meeting room.  Matt Zalewski 
will design the flyer and coordinate the program, with assistance from 
other Commission members. 
 
Roslyn Yerman will contact Councilwoman Scott regarding a program at 
a later date with Ernie Harwell.   
 

(B) WEB PAGE CONTENT 
Roslyn Yerman reported that she, Barbara Geralds, and Dolly Ferries met 
with Assistant City Manager, Ben Myers regarding the current historical 



content on the City site.  The two volumes of the Heritage Book are now 
accessible online.   
 
Roslyn Yerman informed the group that while Ben Myers is no longer 
serving as Webmaster for the site, the City will make every attempt to 
accommodate the Commission’s suggestions for the historical section.  
Barbara Geralds has been working on the group’s suggestion of 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) about the City of Madison Heights, 
and she will schedule a meeting with Community Services Librarian Jean 
Sterritt to review pictures to accompany the questions. 

  
 V. OTHER BUSINESS 

The papers donated through the Hazel Park Historical Commission were 
discussed.  Commission members will sort through the papers with Community 
Services Librarian Jean Sterritt on the afternoon of Wednesday, June 23rd.  A 
thank you letter has been sent to Mr. Chris Gariepy of the Hazel Park Historical 
Commission.  A certificate at a future Council meeting was discussed. 
 
Robert Scheere reported that the Flags for Freedom fundraiser for Kendall 
School, which was held on two weekends in June, raised a total of $2,500.00.    

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, October 15, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Breckenridge Room at the Main Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. was made by Barbara Geralds and 
seconded by Kathy Connolly. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission 
 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 15, 2003 
 

 
PRESENT: Robert Brunk    Robert Scheere 
  Dolly Ferries    Connie Schmelzle  
  Barbara Geralds   Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Barbara Lundin   John Weigel 
  Mary Merkel    Roslyn Yerman 
  Lila Richards    Matthew Zalewski    

           
EXCUSED: Cathy Longo 
  Jerry Van Sice 
 
ABSENT: Kathleen Connolly 
  Ron Vannoy 
   
     
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  June 26, 2003 

Barbara Geralds corrected the minutes to reflect Barbara Lundin’s presence at the 
meeting.  A motion to approve the minutes of the June 26, 2003 meeting as 
corrected was made by Lila Richards and seconded by Robert Brunk.  

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) GHOST PROGRAM 
Roslyn Yerman and Matt Zalewski reported on the program, scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 29, 2003.  Dr. Finucane will present Ghosts:  The 
Victorian Séance on that date in the Breckenridge Room at the Main 
Library at 7:00 p.m.  The commission will pay him $100.00.  Dr. 
Finucane’s book will be available for sale and signing at a discounted 
price of $18.66.  The books have been purchased on consignment from 
Book Beat.   
 
Matt Zalewski’s flyer has been widely distributed, and the program is 
being advertised in the City’s Fall Recreational Brochure, the message 
board, cable, and the web page.  Matt will be contacting the local 
newspapers.    Dolly Ferries, Barbara Geralds, and Connie Schmelzle will 
act as the refreshment committee, with coffee, cider, and donuts being 
served.  Set up will begin at 5:30 p.m.  Dr. Finucane will speak for 40 



minutes to an hour, followed by a question and answer period.  The 
program is geared to adults.   

 
(B) WEB PAGE CONTENT 

Roslyn Yerman informed the group that Ben Myers had assumed the role 
of Webmaster for the City site once again.  Barbara Geralds reported that 
no new work had been done since the last meeting.  A list of Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQ’s) has been compiled, and a meeting will be 
scheduled with Jean Sterritt, Community Services Librarian, to identify 
pictures to accompany the questions.   

 
(C) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 

Robert Brunk reported that the Community Round Table presented a Meet 
the Candidates program and dispensed with the Round Robin.  He 
distributed flyers for our Ghost Program.  Reverend Green announced a 
meatball spaghetti dinner at United Methodist Church on Saturday, 
October 18, 2003.  Robert and Ann will be in Arizona during January, 
February, and March, and Robert Scheere will represent the Commission 
at Round Table meetings during that time.   

  
 V. OTHER BUSINESS 

Connie Schmelzle suggested that it would be appropriate to have Council 
recognize Chris Gariepy and the Hazel Park Historical Commission for the 
invaluable donation of materials to the Madison Heights Historical Collection.  
Councilwoman Scott will recommend a Certificate of Appreciation at an 
upcoming meeting. 
 
Barbara Geralds provided the rebroadcast schedule for the “Meet the Candidates” 
sponsored by the Madison Heights Intermediate Women’s Club, which was held 
on Wednesday, October 8, 2003 at John Page Middle School.  The schedule is as 
follows: 
 
Wednesday, October 22nd  8:35 p.m. 
Friday, October 24th   5:05 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 28th   7:35 p.m. 
Thursday, October 30th  8:35 p.m. 
 
Councilwoman Scott reported that she had contacted Ernie Harwell about a 
program at a later date.  Ernie put her in touch with Gary Spicer who asked that a 
written request be provided, including the purpose of the event, the proposed date, 
and the state of our budget.  Margene shared her draft request with the group, and 
after some discussion, it was determined that $300.00 might be a reasonable offer. 
 
Connie Schmelzle inquired as to whether the group proposed to sponsor an event 
for Random Acts of Kindness Week in February.  It was decided to table the 
matter until the January meeting.   



 
Lila Richards reported that Jerry Van Sice had fallen and shattered her left hip 
and left knee.  She is at St. John Macomb Rehab Center in Warren. 
 
St. John Macomb Rehab Center 
11800 E. 12 Mile Road 
Room 451, Bed 1 
Warren, MI 48093 
 
Councilwoman Scott reported on Kendall School.  She and her husband stopped 
in a shop in Forestville and purchased several items for the school.  She went on 
to report that Dick Jackson, a Kendall School Foundation member visited an old 
school house while on vacation and spoke with one of the owners.  She has 30 old 
school desks for sale, and may consider selling them to Kendall School.  If the 
purchase is made, Margene suggested that we could sell them to individuals in 
memory, or in honor of a loved one, and keep them in the school.  

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, January 28, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Breckenridge Room at the Main Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. was made by Lila Richards and 
seconded by Robert Brunk. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission 
 
 



 
 

MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
JANUARY 28, 2004 

 
                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Dolly Ferries    Robert Scheere 
  Barbara Geralds   Connie Schmelzle 
  Barbara Lundin   Roslyn Yerman 
  Mary Merkel    Matthew Zalewski 
 
EXCUSED: Robert Brunk    Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Kathleen Connolly   Jerry Van Sice 
  Lila Richards 
   
ABSENT: Ron Vannoy 
  John Weigel 
   
     
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  October 15, 2003 

A motion to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2003 meeting was made by 
Barbara Geralds and seconded by Barbara Lundin. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) GHOST PROGRAM 
Commission members were very pleased with the way in which the 
program was received, with over 50 people in attendance.  According to 
Matt Zalewski, Professor Finucane was quite pleased with the turn out. 

 
(B) ERNIE HARWELL PROGRAM 

Roslyn Yerman relayed Councilwoman Scott’s report in her absence.  
Ernie Harwell’s agent, Gary Spicer, contacted Margene a day after 
receiving her letter.  Ernie is not available until 2005, at which time he 
will be 87 years old.  His fee is usually $5,000 - $7,500, but he is partial to 
groups such as ours, and it was suggested that corporate sponsors might be 
an option, especially with such a name draw as Ernie Harwell.  We were 
advised to call back in November to check availability for 2005. 
 



Discussion ensued on an alternate program for 2004.  Haunted lighthouses 
was suggested, and this idea will be discussed at greater length at the April 
meeting. 

 
(C) WEB PAGE CONTENT 

Barbara Geralds reported that work on historical content for the City site 
continues.  The subcommittee will be meeting again soon. 

     
(D) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 

In the absence of the Commission’s Representative and alternate to the 
Round Table, Barbara Geralds provided the report, informing the group 
that the meeting speaker was Sgt. Paul Kienman, who showed a video on 
Identity Theft, and answered questions on the topic.  Upcoming events 
were also shared. 
 
Barbara Geralds also nominated Dolly Ferries to be this year’s recipient of 
the Commission’s Historian of the Year Award at the Community Round 
Table’s Awards banquet on May 19, 2004. 

  
V. OTHER BUSINESS 

Roslyn Yerman relayed Councilwoman Scott’s report in her absence.  The 
Kendall School Foundation is low on funds, but the Jaycees are picking up the 
slack for the moment.  There will be a pancake breakfast in the basement of the 
church on Sunday, March 7th, as a fundraiser.  Elections were held recently, with 
Tony Bliss elected President, Dave Little Vice President, and Sue Little, 
Secretary/Treasurer.  Painting is the next project on the agenda once funds are 
available.   
 
Discussion took place on the Commission’s involvement during this year’s 
Random Acts of Kindness week.  It was decided to distribute the Commission’s 
bookmarks, designed by Matt Zalewski in 2001, at the libraries.  Roslyn Yerman 
will advise Amy Misczak of the group’s participation.   
 
Discussion took place regarding the creation of a third volume of the Heritage 
Book.  Strong interest was expressed, and the idea will be discussed at greater 
length at the April meeting. 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, April 29, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Breckenridge Room at the Main Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 



 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission 
 
 



 
 

MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
APRIL 29, 2004 

 
                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss    Lila Richards 
  Robert Brunk    Robert Scheere 
  Dolly Ferries    Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
  Barbara Geralds                                  Jeraldine VanSice 
                        Barbara Lundin                                   Roslyn Yerman 
  Mary Merkel                          Matthew J. Zalewski 
 
EXCUSED: Cathy Longo    Connie Schmelzle 
       
ABSENT: Kathy Connolly 
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.    
 
Roslyn Yerman advised the Commission that John Weigel had submitted his 
resignation.  She also welcomed Tony Bliss who was attending his first meeting 
since being appointed to the Commission. 

  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 28, 2004 

A motion to approve the minutes of the January 28, 2004 meeting was made by 
Barbara Lundin and seconded by Matthew Zalewski. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HAUNTED LIGHTHOUSE PROGRAM 
The minutes of the special meeting held on March 22, 2004 to begin the 
initial planning for the haunted lighthouse program were distributed to the 
group.  A motion to approve the minutes as made by Barbara Geralds and 
seconded by Matthew Zalewski. 
 
 Matthew Zalewski has confirmed the October 14, 2004 date with the 
speaker, Frederick Stonehouse.  The program will be co-sponsored, 
ideally with other area historical groups.  Matt Zalewski will make those 
contacts, and will provide information on City letterhead for additional 
contacts.  Councilwoman Scott will approach People’s State Bank and St. 
John Oakland Hospital.   
 



Discussion took place regarding an admission charge to include a raffle, as 
recommended by Connie Schmelzle.  Councilwoman Scott raised the issue 
of the legality of holding a raffle in a City building.  Roslyn Yerman will 
investigate.  Further discussion took place regarding location.  The 
Council Chambers was suggested once again, and Councilwoman Scott 
recommended the meeting room in the new Fire Station.  Roslyn Yerman 
will contact Fire Chief Donahue regarding the latter.   
 
Mr. Stonehouse would sell and sign his books following the program.  
Matthew Zalewski suggested Madison Heights schools might want to 
consider having Mr. Stonehouse as a speaker while he was in the area.   

 
(B) WEB PAGE CONTENT 

This item was tabled until the next meeting.   
     

(C) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
Robert Brunk provided the Community Round Table Report, commenting 
on the wealth of available information.  He specifically noted the 
distribution of an Oakland County map by Oakland County Commissioner 
George Suarez, noting the major road construction scheduled for the 
summer months.   

   
(D) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE AWARDS LUNCHEON 

The Commission was reminded that Dolly Ferries would be honored as 
Historian of the Year at this year’s Awards Luncheon.  Connie Schmelzle 
will present the certificate.   

  
V. OTHER BUSINESS 

(A) KENDALL SCHOOL 
Tony Bliss provided an update on Kendall School.  2004-05 officers are 
as follows:  Tony Bliss, President, Dave Little, Vice President, and Sue 
Little, Secretary and Treasurer.  A canister drive fundraiser will be held 
on June 11th-13th and 18th-19th.  A pancake fundraiser will be held on June 
12th or 13th, and on June 13th, a flag raising ceremony will be held.   
 
The lease expires in 2005.  Some of the trustees of United Methodist 
Church do not want to move the school.  There is a snag with the 
certificate of occupancy, as there is no handicap ramp, nor bathroom in 
the basement, limiting use to the Jaycees and Kendall members.    The 
school will be painted with the proceeds from the canister drive.  The 
Madison School District will help Kendall School, except financially.   

 
(B) MADISON HEIGHTS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Councilwoman Scott suggested that Commission members update the 
Heritage Book for the City’s 50th anniversary.  She further recommended 
that the City form a committee to observe the 50th anniversary and involve 



the community, and made a motion to that effect.  Robert Scheere 
seconded it and the motion carried.   It was suggested that the 
recommendation be brought to the attention of City Administration, and 
further suggested the Madison Heights Community Round Table be asked 
to help as well.   
 
Mary Merkel suggested the creation of a coloring book for the 50th 
anniversary that could be sold at City festivals and other events.   
 
Discussion ensued on physical changes taking place within Madison 
Heights, and the need for a photographic record.  Mary Merkel has taken 
three rolls of film of the ongoing Greig street repairs, and has pictures of 
many of the old buildings that were present in the early days of Royal Oak 
Township and of Madison Heights.   
 
Councilwoman Scott suggested that new construction should include a 
photographic record by the contractor to be provided to the City for 
historical purposes.  Barbara Geralds suggested that this be included in 
future contracts.  Councilwoman Scott expressed her desire to pursue this 
idea.   

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, June 10, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. in 
Room A in City Hall. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission 
 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

JULY 20, 2004 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss   Robert Scheere     

Robert Brunk   Connie Schmelzle   
  Dolly Ferries   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott   
  Barbara Geralds  Jeraldine Van Sice 

Stacey R. Karowski  Roslyn Yerman                                    
Barbara Lundin  Matthew J. Zalewski 

 
EXCUSED: Lila Richards     
       
ABSENT: Kathy Connolly  Mary Lou Merkel 
  Cathy Longo 
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.    
 
Roslyn Yerman welcomed Stacey R. Karowski to her first meeting since being 
appointed to the Historical Commission.   

  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  April 29, 2004 

Tony Bliss indicated that the statement attributed to him that the trustees of the 
United Methodist Church do not want to move Kendall School had actually been 
that some of the trustees of the United Methodist Church do not want to move 
Kendall School.  

 
A motion to approve the minutes of the April 29, 2004 meeting, as corrected, was 

made by Robert Brunk and seconded by Matthew Zalewski. 
 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HAUNTED LIGHTHOUSE PROGRAM 
Matthew Zalewski informed the group that Frederick Stonehouse had 
contacted him regarding a conflict with the scheduled October 14th date of 
the program.  An alternative date was discussed, and Tuesday, October 
12th, and Tuesday, October 5th, were decided upon as the preferred date 
and alternate date.  Mr. Stonehouse was to contact Matt the next day to 
confirm.    
 
Matt reminded the group that Mr. Stonehouse is able to customize the 
program to what we wanted to include.  The Edmund Fitzgerald was 
mentioned, in light of its proximity to the program date.    Co-sponsors are 



still being investigated.  Hazel Park had been contacted, but indicated that 
they had no funds available, and that our program didn’t meet their 
criteria.   
 
It was suggested that Ferndale, Warren, and Clawson be contacted, as well 
as St. John Oakland Hospital, Peoples’ State Bank, the Community Round 
Table, and Century 21, the latter in light of member Kathy Connolly’s 
association.  The cost for the program will be approximately $900.00 to 
$1,000.00.  An admission fee of $2.00 will be charged for advance ticket 
sales and $5.00 at the door.   
 
Roslyn Yerman will check on the legality of holding a raffle in a City 
building.  A copy of the author’s book was suggested as a door prize.  
Dolly Ferries will contact Loveland Hallmark to see if they might donate a 
lighthouse item, and Connie Schmelzle suggested a subscription to a Great 
Lakes magazine as another prize.  Mr. Stonehouse could pick the winning 
tickets.   
 
Mr. Stonehouse might sell and sign his books after he speaks.  A display 
of the numerous books he has written will be set up that evening.  Matt 
Zalewski will contact the schools to advise them of the author’s presence 
in the area, so that they can use the opportunity for a program of their own 
if they choose.   

 
(B) WEB PAGE CONTENT 

This item was tabled until the next meeting.   
     

(C) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
The Round Table does not meet in July and August.  The next meeting 
will be held on September 15, 2004. 

 
 (D) KENDALL SCHOOL 

Canister drives were held June 11th-13th and June 18th-19th.  Tony Bliss 
and Robert Scheere collected $850.00 both weekends.  The first weekend 
went well and people were receptive, but while money was collected the 
following weekend as well, people were rude.  After expenses, a profit of 
$1,500 was made.  The money will be used to paint the interior and the 
exterior of Kendall School.  It will be kept in true school colors.  Barbara 
Lundin suggested putting rocks around the back splash to keep the dirt 
from coming up onto the base of the school.   
 
Margene Scott contacted the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and 
was given a telephone number to contact in Michigan.  The call yielded a 
number of helpful ideas.  An exemption might be obtained with the 
handicap difficulty.  The electrical union might be able to assist in 
bringing the electrical work in the school up to code.  Stacey Karowski 



suggested contacting the School for Electrical Workers in Warren.  Don 
Nagel has done electrical work as well.  He was recommended as another 
contact.   
 
Margene Scott visited an antique store in Forestville during her travels, 
and found a picture of George Washington that hung in an old 
schoolhouse, and she is looking for miniature chalkboards. 

 
 (E)  Madison Heights 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Roslyn Yerman, Dolly Ferries, Barbara Geralds, Barbara Lundin, and 
Matt Zalewski will represent the Commission on the City’s Anniversary 
Committee, and will work with City staff in planning the events to mark 
the occasion of the City’s golden anniversary.  The first meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, July 27th, at 11:00.  The observance will be yearlong.  
Margene Scott mentioned a paving project being considered by Youth 
Assistance, sounding out the group about the cost of individual memorial 
bricks.   

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 

Roslyn Yerman informed the group about a program being offered by the 
Michigan Library Consortium.  Capturing Local History:  Conducting Oral 
Histories for your Library Collection is scheduled from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in 
Lansing, with registration beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Everyone is welcome.   

  
Margene Scott informed the group that the 2005 calendar will feature old and new 
photographs of Madison Heights. 

 
 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, September 1, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Breckenridge Room at the Main Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2004 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss   Mary Lou Merkel     

Robert Brunk   Robert Scheere 
  Kathy Connolly  Connie Schmelzle  
  Dolly Ferries   Jeraldine Van Sice 

Barbara Geralds  Roslyn Yerman     
Stacey Karwoski  Matthew J. Zalewski 
Barbara Lundin  

 
EXCUSED: Lila Richards   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
         
ABSENT: Cathy Longo 
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above. 
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  July 20, 2004 

A motion to approve the minutes of the July 20, 2004 meeting was made by 
Robert Scheere and seconded by Robert Brunk. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HAUNTED LIGHTHOUSE PROGRAM 
Matthew Zalewksi informed the group that Frederick Stonehouse was 
confirmed for Tuesday evening, October 12th.  Mr. Stonehouse will arrive 
the day of the program, and stay overnight.  Connie Schmelzle will make 
the hotel arrangements.  Roslyn Yerman advised the group that the request 
to use the Council Chambers was approved at the August 23rd Council 
Meeting.   
 
The need to confirm co-sponsors so that the flyer can go to the printer was 
discussed, with the list of those contacted by letter circulated for 
volunteers for follow-up calls.  The group was informed that the 
Intermediate Women’s Club had made a $25.00 donation.  Roslyn Yerman 
shared a phone call from a Royal Oak Historical Group who will not be 
able to help with a monetary donation, but will be able to assist with 
publicizing the event to their members. 
 
As previously discussed, $2.00 will be charged for advance registrations, 
and $5.00 will be charged for registering at the door.  Advance 
registrations will be taken at the Library, with money collected at the door.  



The list will serve as proof of advance registration.  Double tickets will be 
given at the door for the opportunity tickets.  Additional tickets at a rate of 
$1.00 per ticket, or three tickets for $5.00 were discussed.  Mr. Stonehouse 
will be donating a book, and Dolly Ferries will be checking with Loveland 
Hallmark to see if they are willing to make a donation.  Barb Geralds 
donated a lighthouse note pad and a tic tac toe game, and Matthew 
Zalewski donated a lighthouse calendar, and has a number of lighthouse 
magazines.   
 
Mr. Stonehouse will pick the opportunity tickets.  He will also sell and 
sign copies of his books after the program.  Roslyn Yerman spoke of 
having library copies of his books on display.  A small display case on the 
circulation desk at the library will promote the program with the author’s 
titles as well.  The program will also be publicized on the City Web Site 
and on Cable, with advertising further being accomplished through the 
newspapers, the schools, and other sources. 
 
Refreshments will be served in the hallway.  Barb Geralds, Dolly Ferries, 
and Jerry Van Sice will serve as the Refreshment Committee.  The 
Commission will hold one more formal meeting on October 6th to finalize 
program details, although preparations will be ongoing. 
     

(B) 50th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 
The next meeting of the 50th Anniversary Committee will be held on 
September 14, 2004.  The Commission will work on a trivia column for 
insertion into newsletters.  Tony Bliss suggested a monthly newspaper 
interview with the twelve longest City residents.   

 
             (C) HERITAGE BOOK UPDATE 

The table of contents of the existing Heritage Books was used as a way of 
dividing the workload for updating the second volume from 1993 to the 
present, and initial assignments were made. 

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 

Tony Bliss shared with the group that Kendall School had lost their painting 
contractor, and stated that the Jaycees can no longer have guests or members 
using the School for their meetings.   

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, October 6, 2004  at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Breckenridge Room at the Main Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 

 



 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

0CTOBER 6, 2004 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss   Mary Lou Merkel     

Robert Brunk   Robert Scheere 
  Dolly Ferries   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott  
  Barbara Geralds  Jeraldine Van Sice 

Stacey Karwoski  Roslyn Yerman     
  Barbara Lundin  Matthew J. Zalewski 
 
EXCUSED: Kathy Connolly  Lila Richards 
  Cathy Longo   Connie Schmelzle 
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above. 
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  July 20, 2004 

A motion to approve the minutes of the July 20, 2004 meeting was made by 
Jeraldine Van Sice and seconded by Robert Brunk. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HAUNTED LIGHTHOUSE PROGRAM 
Roslyn Yerman began the discussion by reporting that 90 tickets for the 
program had been sold to date.  The Council Chambers has fixed seating 
for 106, and arrangements have been made for additional chairs.  Mr. 
Stonehouse is scheduled to arrive at City Hall at 3:00 p.m. in order to 
familiarize himself with the venue, and to set up his laptop.   
 
Several Commission members will join Mr. Stonehouse for dinner at the 
Master’s for dinner at 4:00 p.m.  Mr. Stonehouse will be staying at the 
Fairfield Inn.  Councilwoman Scott will welcome the audience and 
provide the introduction, and Matt Zalewski will introduce Mr. 
Stonehouse.  Dolly Ferries, Barbara Geralds, and Jeraldine Van Sice, will 
set up the two refreshment tables in the hallway leading to the Council 
Chambers.  Cider, decaffeinated coffee, and cookies will be served. 
 
Tony Bliss will alphabetize the existing advance registration list into an 
Excel file in order to facilitate check in at the door, and collection of the 
$2.00 advance registration fee.  The door prizes and Mr. Stonehouse’s 
books will be displayed on the Council table.  Gary Fiscus will videotape 
the program.   
 



Stacey Karwoski will buy the double raffle tickets to be used for the door 
prize drawing.  Additional tickets will be sold prior to the drawing.  
Roslyn Yerman will have a cash box and change available.  The 
Commission will be paying Mr. Stonehouse’s mileage as well as his 
speaker’s fee. 
 
The program has been heavily advertised, and flyers widely distributed.  
Flyers have been distributed through the Library and through other 
organizations, and flyers were sent through delivery to 130 libraries in The 
Library Network cooperative which encompasses libraries throughout the 
state.  Advertisements have appeared in the Madison-Park News, the Daily 
Tribune, and the News and Free Press, as well as in a number of local 
organizational newsletters. 

 
(B) NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 

Discussion took place regarding the interviews with City residents to run 
monthly as part of the observation of the City’s 50th Anniversary.  Tom 
Willard has expressed an interest in the articles appearing in the Daily 
Tribune.  The general consensus has the same interviews being reproduced 
in the various area newspapers.  Several lists of local historians were 
consolidated into one, which will be further reviewed at the next meeting. 

 
             (C) HERITAGE BOOK UPDATE 
  Discussion of the Heritage Book Update was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 There was no other business.  
 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, October 28, 2004  at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Breckenridge Room at the Main Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

0CTOBER 28, 2004 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Robert Brunk   Mary Lou Merkel     

Dolly Ferries   Robert Scheere 
  Barbara Geralds  Roslyn Yerman  
  Barbara Lundin   

         
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Connie Schmelzle   
  Kathy Connolly  Councilwoman Margene Scott  
  Stacey Karwoski  Jeraldine Van Sice 
  Lila Richards   Matt Zalewski 

        
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above. 
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  September 1, 2004 

A motion to approve the minutes of the September 1, 2004 meeting was made by 
Robert Scheere and seconded by Robert Brunk. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HAUNTED LIGHTHOUSE WRAP UP 
Roslyn Yerman, Matt Zalewski, Dolly Ferries, and Barbara Geralds will 
meet on October 29th at 2:30 p.m.  

 
(B) NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 

The Historical Commission will do twelve interviews with longtime City 
residents to run in the Daily Tribune and possibly mirrored in other 
newspapers as well.  Roslyn Yerman reminded the group that members of 
the Commission would be interviewing members of the Senior Advisory 
Board at their November 16th meeting.   

 
             (C) HERITAGE BOOK UPDATE 

The table of contents of the existing volumes will continue to be divided 
up among Commission members to work on.  Robert Brunk has contacted 
the Madison School District for information, and they are working with 
him.  Barb Geralds recommended that the Commission meet on a monthly 
basis through 2005 as 50th Anniversary projects are worked on. 

  
V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 There was no other business.  
 



VI. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting was tentatively scheduled for November 29, 2004 at the Main 
Library.  It was decided that it would be best to identify between two meeting 
days, and alternate between them on a monthly basis, preferably during the same 
week of each month.  Two days would at least allow each Commission member to 
attend every other meeting, if not each one.  These will be primarily working 
sessions, to touch base and coordinate work that will need to be ongoing between 
meetings.   

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 29, 2004 
 
 

PRESENT: Robert Brunk   Robert Scheere 
  Kathy Connolly  Connie Schmelzle 

Barbara Lundin  Jeraldine Van Sice 
Mary Merkel   Matthew J. Zalewski 
Lila Richards 

   
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Cathy Longo 
  Dolly Ferries   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
  Barbara Geralds  Roslyn Yerman 
  Stacey Karowski 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 7:07 p.m. by Matthew Zalewski 
 

II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
See above. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: October 28, 2004 
Postponed until January meeting 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
(A)        NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 

Barb Lundin reported that the group interview with the Senior Advisory 
Board went extremely well.  The interviews were tape-recorded, and each 
interviewee passed the microphone around and told their stories very 
naturally.  The Daily Tribune and Madison-Park News had reporters in 
attendance, and each featured an article about the interview process.  The 
interview itself will appear in the Tribune in January as the first of twelve 
50th anniversary interviews. 
 
Roslyn Yerman, Dolly Ferries, and Tom Willard will be meeting in 
December to turn the group interview into a publishable format.  It is hoped 
that this format will then serve as a model for future interviews. 
 
Kathy Connolly inquired as to whether the interviews could be played at 
future Historical Commission meetings. 
 
An updated list of potential future interviewees was distributed to the 
Commission for review.  The following members volunteered to conduct 
interviews: Bob Brunk: Vincent Bianchini; Jerry VanSice: Shirley Buckner 
and Dick Meischeid; Lila Richards: Carter Curtiss (needs phone number); 



Kathy Connolly: Jean Linville; Connie Schmelzle: Elenore Sutherland; 
Matthew Zalewski: Douglas MacLean.  Mary Merkel would like to approach 
the Horkeys and Kendalls, but was uncertain about whether she would be 
able to contact them.  Barb Lundin has previously volunteered to interview 
John Lamerato.  Interviewers should plan to conduct their interviews any 
time after the holidays.  The suggested interview format should be available 
by that time.  Anybody else who wants to volunteer for an interview should 
contact Roslyn Yerman. 
 
It was suggested that Mary & Ralph Merkel and Barb & Monte Geralds 
could write their own interviews.  The idea was well received. 
 
Bob Brunk inquired as to whether we could find out Bill Huffman’s winter 
location in Florida through City Hall or another source so that somebody 
could contact him for an interview. 
 
An interview with Wyland was proposed, and it was noted that he likely 
would return to Madison Heights in 2005 for the 50th Anniversary and/or his 
high school class reunion. 
 

(B) HERITAGE BOOK 
Discussion took place regarding the progress of Heritage Book sections: 
 
Robert Scheere is making progress with the City Clerk section. 
 
Bob Brunk reported that he is still waiting for a report from the Madison 
Schools, which has been delayed several times. 
 
Connie Schmelzle shared a letter she had composed for the purpose of 
sending to the city’s religious institutions in order to solicit information 
and/or arrange interviews. 
 
Matthew Zalewski reported that he plans to work on the City Manager, CDD, 
and CIP sections throughout December. 
 
Jerry VanSice reported that she, Barb Geralds, and Dolly Ferries, were still 
getting started on the Senior Citizens, Clubs, and Organizations sections. 
 
Kathy Connolly asked whether we wanted to compile the names of people 
who have worked, and who currently work, in departments.  The Commission 
indicated that it would like to ask for such information at least for the record, 
even if it may end up being too much to be included in the book. 
 
 
 

 



V. OTHER BUSINESS 
(A)       KENDALL SCHOOL 

Matthew Zalewski reported that Tony Bliss had contacted him prior to the 
meeting regarding a crisis at the Kendall School.  The Jaycees determined that 
continuing to make rent payments is not financially feasible since the building 
can only be used for their meetings and the cost is affecting their ability to run 
other programs.  The church removed the bell tower without informing the 
Jaycees or Kendall School Foundation, and now is planning to padlock the 
doors at the end of the month and seek bids for demolishing the school.  Tony 
invited the commission to attend an emergency meeting of the Kendall School 
Foundation at 8:30 p.m. this evening.  Possible strategies for seeking 
emergency financial sources will be discussed.  He also welcomes 
commissioners to share any ideas that they might have for saving the school. 
 

(B) COMMUNITY ROUNDTABLE REPORT 
Bob Brunk noted that the last Roundtable meeting provided an unbelievable 
amount of information. Of particular interest was the upcoming 50th 
Anniversary celebration, holiday parties for senior citizens being hosted by 
Lamphere and Madison High Schools, and the Boards and Commissions 
Dinner scheduled for Friday, April 15, 2005. 
 

VI. NEXT MEETING 
Beginning in January, the Commission will meet monthly according to an alternating 
schedule so that as many members can be accommodated as possible.  We will start 
in January with the first Thursday of the month, and will alternate with the first 
Monday of the month. Agendas will not be mailed each month, so members should 
mark their calendars according to this pattern.  The next three meeting dates are as 
follows:  Thursday, January 6, 2005; Monday, February 7, 2005; and Thursday, 
March 3, 2005.   

 
 Bob Brunk and Lila Richards noted that they will be out of town for the next several 

meetings, and asked to be excused. 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Matthew J. Zalewski 
Madison Heights Historical Commission 

 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

JANUARY 6, 2005 
 
 

PRESENT: Tony Bliss              Lila Richards 
  Kathy Connolly  Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 

Dolly Ferries              Roslyn Yerman 
Mary Merkel    
 

   
EXCUSED: Robert Brunk   Robert Scheere 
  Barbara Geralds  Jeraldine Van Sice 
  Cathy Longo              Matt Zalewski 
  Barbara Lundin 
 
ABSENT:        Stacey Karowski  Connie Schmelzle 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 

II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
See above. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: October 28, 2004 and November 29, 2004 
A motion to approve the minutes of the October 28, 2004 meeting was made by Mary 
Lou Merkel and seconded by Councilwoman Scott. 
 
A motion to approve the minutes of the November 29th meeting was made by Kathy 
Connolly and seconded by Councilwoman Scott. 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
(A)        NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 

Roslyn Yerman shared her conversation with Tom Willard of the Daily 
Tribune.  He has suggested six interviews with longtime residents and six 
interviews on local businesses in order to add variety to the dozen interviews 
planned for the year.  Commission members identified the group interview 
with the Senior Advisory Board as one of the initial six, and identified five 
additional groupings from the growing list of local historians being 
maintained.  Those additional groupings are as follows: 
 
1. Bill Gordon and Bob Gettings 
2. Doug MacLean and Jean Linville 
3. Elva Mills, John Minch, Mary Lou and Ralph Merkel 
4. Carter (Buck) Curtiss and Don Chin 
5. Monte and Barbara Geralds 



It was noted that it was hard to narrow it down to such a small list with such a 
wealth of names to choose from.  Commission members were reminded of 
their own ongoing oral history project.  Telway, Green Lantern, and John R. 
Lumber were suggested as possible business interviews.   Virginia James was 
identified as possibly the oldest resident, born in 1909.  Martha Smith may be 
the second oldest.   
 

(B) HERITAGE BOOK 
Work continues on the Heritage Book Project, with Commission members 
working on individual chapters.  The second update will begin with the 21st 
Council, and chapters will be typed as they are completed.   

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 

(A)       KENDALL SCHOOL 
Tony Bliss shared the latest on the Kendall School situation.  He reported that 
according to Laura Ashley, with the Michigan Historic Preservation of 
Buildings, Kendall School meets the criteria for historic preservation.  It was 
further reported that the bell and tower were removed, without securing the 
building, resulting in moisture in the attic.  Madison School District 
Superintendent, Dr. William Harrison is supportive of providing a new site 
for Kendall School in the Madison District.   
 

VI. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Breckenridge Room of the Madison Heights Public Library.   
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission   Madison Heights Public Library 

 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 7, 2005 
 
 

PRESENT: Dolly Ferries             Connie Schmelzle 
  Barbara Geralds  Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 

Stacey Karwoski             Jerry Van Sice 
Barbara Lundin  Roslyn Yerman  
Mary Merkel   Matthew Zalewski 

   
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Lila Richards 
  Robert Brunk   Robert Scheere 
  
ABSENT: Kathy Connolly   Cathy Longo 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 

II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
See above. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  JANUARY 6, 2005 
Stacey Karwoski corrected the spelling of her last name, and Connie Schmelzle stated 
that she should be marked excused and not absent, as she had previously indicated her 
unavailability for Monday evening meetings.  A motion to approve the minutes of the 
January 6, 2005 meeting, as corrected, was made by Dolly Ferries, and seconded by 
Mary Merkel. 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
(A)   NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 

Roslyn Yerman reminded the group that Tom Willard would be 
conducting the interviews for the Daily Tribune.  She will follow up with 
for an alert as to when the articles will run.   

 
(B)            HERITAGE BOOK 

Work continues on the Heritage Book Project, with Commission members 
working on individual chapters.  The second update will begin with the 
20th Council, and chapters will be typed as they are completed.  Stacey 
Karwoski has taken on the job of assembling the master copy as portions 
are submitted to her.  The first set of chapters will be due on May 5th, after 
which, the final set of chapters will be assigned.  The plan is to have the 
update available for printing by the end of the year.  The volume will 
likely be titled Update II:  1993-2005.  Dolly Ferries will be contacting 
Jim Schurig at Lamphere Graphics with regard to photograph placement.   

 



V. OTHER BUSINESS 
(A)       KENDALL SCHOOL 

Councilwoman Scott reported that the Kendall School Foundation will not 
disband.   A formal meeting has not yet been held since the demolition of the 
school.  $1,500 remains in the treasury, primarily collected through canister 
fund drives.  The foundation is a 501 C3 organization, and if it did disband, 
the money would be distributed among similar groups in the City.   

 
        (B)      HISTORICAL BUILDINGS 

Margene went on to report that she was contacted by Jennifer Mazuek, a 
student at Wayne State University.  She is writing a paper on the preservation 
of historical buildings.  Margene told her both about Kendall School and 
Edison School, which is the oldest school building in Madison Heights.  The 
original name of the school was Greenwood Elementary.   
 
Margene further reported that several City Council members were interested 
in the Collette House, which was built in the 1850’s.  She will donate a CD 
with pictures of the house to the Historical Collection.  She commented on the 
Branch Library building, and reported that she has the Woodland Scrapbooks 
that were left at Lamphere High School following the January 22nd Sock Hop. 

      
                   (C)      COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 

A motion was made by Barbara Geralds to nominate Matthew Zalewski as 
Historian of the Year at this year’s Community Round Table Awards 
Luncheon, and seconded by Councilwoman Scott.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

VI. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Breckenridge Room of the Madison Heights Public Library.   
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission   Madison Heights Public Library 

 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

MARCH 3, 2005 
 
 

PRESENT: Kathy Connolly            Robert Scheere 
  Dolly Ferries   Jerry Van Sice 

Barbara Geralds             Roslyn Yerman 
Barbara Lundin  Matthew Zalewski 
Mary Merkel    

   
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Lila Richards   
  Robert Brunk   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott  
  Stacey Karwoski  Connie Schmelzle   
  
ABSENT: Cathy Longo 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 

II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
See above. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  JANUARY 6, 2005 
A motion to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2005 meeting was made by Matt 
Zalewski and seconded by Barbara Geralds.   
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
(A)   NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 

Roslyn Yerman will contact Tom Willard to confirm when articles are 
being run.  The first interview with Ralph and Mary Merkel has not been 
seen to date.   

 
(B)            HERITAGE BOOK 

Work continues on the Heritage Book Project, with Commission members 
working on individual chapters.  Robert Brunk has submitted information 
on the Madison School District.  Councilwoman Scott has submitted the 
Council Update beginning with the 20th Council.  Matt Zalewski has 
spoken with Jim Schaefer and provided him with some good input for the 
Community Development section.  Matt has also emailed Joyce Seitz.   
 
Stacy Karwoski will type the master copy.  It should be in Helevitz font, 
or if unavailable, Times New Roman.  Font size should be 12.   

 
 
 



    V.      OTHER BUSINESS 
Roslyn Yerman reported that Connie Schmelzle had recommended a speaker on 
lighthouses for the Commission’s April meeting. 

  
                  COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 

Barbara Geralds will email Robert Brunk to ask if he will present the Historian of the 
Year Award to Matt Zalewski.  Robert Scheere reported that the Jaycees would hold 
their Easter Egg Dash on Saturday, March 19, 2005.  They will pass out flyers on 
March 5th for donations of bags of candy.   

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is scheduled for April 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Breckenridge Room of 
the Madison Heights Public Library.   
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission   Madison Heights Public Library 

 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

APRIL 4, 2005 
 
 

PRESENT:  Robert Brunk             Lila Richards 
   Dolly Ferries   Connie Schmelzle 

Barbara Geralds             Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
Stacey Karwoski  Jeraldine Van Sice 
Barbara Lundin  Roslyn Yerman   
Mary Merkel   Matthew Zalewski 

   
EXCUSED:  Tony Bliss   Robert Scheere 
    
ABSENT:  Kathy Connolly  Cathy Longo 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Barb Caddy   Tom Schmelzle 
   Barbara Millard  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 

II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
See above. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MARCH 3, 2005 
A motion to approve the minutes of the March 3, 2005 meeting as corrected was 
made by Matt Zalewski and seconded by Barbara Geralds.  (Meeting for April will be 
held on April 4, 2005, not April 3, 2005.) 
 

IV. GRAND TRAVERSE LIGHTHOUSE PRESENTATION – BARB CADDY 
Connie Schmelzle introduced Barb Caddy, and Barb’s mother, Barbara Millard.  Barb 
worked at the Grand Traverse Lighthouse in Northport, Michigan, for two weeks.  
She reported that there was no cell phone access, no Internet, and no television.  
Duties included taking visitors on tours of the lighthouse.  500 visitors a day was not 
uncommon.  Barb painted windows during her first week, and took 150 visitors 
through the lighthouse during her second week.  She worked in the gift shop, 
handling the cash register, cleaned out the basement, and helped deal with a shed full 
of wood.  Each volunteer was given two free half days, or one full day.  Barb shared a 
twenty-minute video with the group. 

 
    V.      OLD BUSINESS 

(A) NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 
Barbara Geralds shared the interview with Ralph and Mary Merkel that 
had appeared in the Daily Tribune.  The interviews will run sporadically 
throughout the year.   



(B) HERITAGE BOOK UPDATE 
Work continues on the Heritage Book with Commission members 
working on individual chapters.  The second update will begin with the 
20th Council, and chapters will be typed as they are completed.  Stacey 
Karwoski has taken on the job of typing the reports as they are completed.  
She would like them put onto a disk and she can fit them into her work.  
Dolly and Bill Ferries spoke with Jim Schurig of Lamphere Graphics, and 
he would like the type font to be size 12, in Helvetica or New Times 
Roman. 
 
Commission members should have their first half assignments completed 
by the May 5th meeting, so that work on the second half of the book may 
begin.  The goal is to have the book ready for printing by the end of the 
year.   
 
Robert Brunk reported that Sixma would be torn down April 13, 2005 for 
the developer.  Councilwoman Scott will take pictures.  Charlie Chard will 
be retiring from the school board. 
 
Barbara Geralds reported on the writing contest for the City’s 50th 
anniversary.  90 essays were submitted on March 18, 2005.  A few will be 
read at the service following the Memorial Day Parade.  Certificates will 
be printed for each participant, with monetary gifts presented to the 
winners.  A booklet of all of all of the submitted entries might be prepared.   

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is scheduled for May 5th at 7:00 p.m. in the Breckenridge Room of 
the Madison Heights Public Library.   
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission   Madison Heights Public Library 

 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

MAY 5, 2005 
 
 

PRESENT: Tony Bliss   Robert Scheere 
  Stacey Karwoski  Jeraldine Van Sice   

Mary Merkel   Roslyn Yerman 
Lila Richards    Matthew Zalewski 
   

EXCUSED: Robert Brunk   Cathy Longo 
Kathy Connolly  Barbara Lundin 

  Dolly Ferries   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott  
Barbara Geralds  Connie Schmelzle  

      
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 

II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
See above. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: April 4, 2005 
A motion to approve the minutes of the April 4, 2005 meeting was made by Lila 
Richards, seconded by Robert Scheere.   
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
(A)        NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 

There were no new interview publications in the Daily Tribune since the last 
meeting.  The project is now in the hands of Tom Willard. 
 

(B) HERITAGE BOOK 
Discussion of Heritage Book progress continued: 
 
Mary Merkel has many photographs that may be useful to members seeking 
pictures for their chapters. 
 
Roslyn Yerman reported that she continues to work on the Library and the 
Historical Commission sections. She has received information from Parks 
and Recreation, while Margene Scott has submitted the City Council section, 
and Bob Brunk has submitted the Madison Schools section.  Kathy Connolly 
has asked the Police Chief and the Court for updates.  City Clerk Carole 
Corbett will provide an update for the City Clerk section. 
 
Jerry VanSice reported that she, Barb Geralds, and Dolly Ferries had made 
progress on the Clubs and Organizations sections.  Jerry asked whether 
Stacey Karwoski had received the Senior Citizens section, and Stacey was 
quite certain that it had not been received.  Jerry also noted that she has 



approached Matt Hackett at the Nature Center about providing the Nature 
Center chapter.  Additionally, Jerry will take on the City Assessor section. 
 
Matthew Zalewski reported that he continues to work on the City Manager, 
CDD, and CIP / Community Development sections. 
 
Tony Bliss recommended listing past administration officials and board and 
commission members in their respective sections of the Heritage Book.  It 
was agreed that this may be feasible in some areas, but listing all the board 
and commission members would probably be too much.  A “thank you” page 
listing current board & commission members was offered as a possibility. 
 
Stacey Karwoski reported excellent progress on the Fire Department section.  
She discussed her progress on the Boards & Commissions section, and noted 
that she hopes to approach each board to review their mission statements and 
for any other information.  Roslyn will provide a list of the current Boards 
and Commissions. 
 
It was agreed that there would be no page limits for the sections, and it may 
very well be necessary to make some sections in this year’s book larger than 
in the previous update due to the number of developments related to that 
section over the past 13 years.   
 
Members are encouraged to keep in touch with each other between meetings 
as questions arise and sections are completed. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Bliss inquired as to whether the Commission was planning to organize another 
community program.  Roslyn Yerman noted that there were no immediate plans, but 
stated that the idea could be discussed at the next meeting if the Commission desired. 
She did suggest that the Commission might already have enough on its plate this year 
with the Heritage Book update.   

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 6, 2005 at 7:00 pm in the 
Breckenridge Room of the Madison Heights Public Library.  
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Matthew J. Zalewski      Roslyn Yerman 
Madison Heights Historical Commission   Library Director 
        Madison Heights Public Library 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

JUNE 6, 2005 
 
 

PRESENT: Robert Brunk   Lila Richards 
  Dolly Ferries   Mary Merkel   

Barbara Geralds  Roslyn Yerman 
Barbara Lundin  Matthew Zalewski 
   

EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Connie Schmelzle 
Stacey Karwoski  Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 

  Robert Scheere  Jeraldine Van Sice 
 
ABSENT: Kathy Connolly  Cathy Longo  

   
      

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 

II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
See above. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: May 5, 2005 
A motion to approve the minutes of the May 5, 2005 meeting was made by Mary Lou 
Merkel and seconded by Lila Richards. 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
(A)        NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 

Roslyn Yerman spoke with Tom Willard of the Daily Tribune and shared 
pictures from the historical collection for the 50th Anniversary Supplement.  
Robert Brunk reported that Vince Bianchini will be interviewed upon his 
return to Madison Heights in the near future. 
 
 

(B) HERITAGE BOOK 
Work continues on the Heritage Book with Commission members working 
on individual chapters.  The general consensus is that all submissions should 
be made by fall to have the updated volume ready for printing by the end of 
the year.  Commission members reviewed the Table of Contents to create a 
status report.  Those sections that had been completed, those that are in 
progress, and those that remain to be undertaken were noted. Dolly Ferries 
will type up a list, and email it to those Commission members with email, and 
Roslyn Yerman will follow up by mailing copies to those without.   
 
 
 
 



V. OTHER BUSINESS 
Barbara Geralds reported on the writing contest sponsored by the Intermediate 
Women’s Club.  Twenty awards were presented to two elementary students, two 
middle school students, and sixteen high school students at the May 23rd Council 
Meeting. 
 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 7, 2005, at 7:00 pm in the 
Breckenridge Room of the Madison Heights Public Library.  
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Dolly Ferries       Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission   Madison Heights Public Library 
         
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

JULY 7, 2005 
 
 

PRESENT: Robert Brunk   Mary Merkel 
  Kathy Connolly  Robert Scheere  

Dolly Ferries   Roslyn Yerman 
Stacey Karwoski  Matthew Zalewski 
   

EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Connie Schmelzle 
Barbara Geralds  Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 

  Barbara Lundin  Jeraldine Van Sice 
  Lila Richards 
   
ABSENT: Cathy Longo  

   
      

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 

II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
See above. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: May 5, 2005 
A motion to approve the minutes of the May 5, 2005 meeting was made by 
Bob Brunk and seconded by Matt Zalewski. 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
(A)        NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 

Roslyn Yerman reported that per Tom Willard, the Tribune would run 
interviews with local residents at the newspaper’s convenience.   
 
 

(B) HERITAGE BOOK 
Work continues on the Heritage Book with Commission members 
working on individual chapters.  The plan remains to have the updated 
volume ready for printing by the end of the year.  Roslyn Yerman 
reported that Connie Schmelzle had agreed to interview the City 
Treasurer.  Stacey Karwoski reported that she has finished the section 
on the new Fire Station.  Bob Brunk will work on the Athletic 
Boosters, and Mary Merkel is focusing on providing pictures to 
illustrate the updated volume.  Kathy Connolly is revising the 
information provided to her by the Court, and Roslyn Yerman 
reported that Deputy Police Chief Don Roeske is working on the 
Police section.  In discussion about updated pictures of the 



Department Heads, Roslyn Yerman reminded the group that current 
pictures are available under the Who’s Who section of the City 
website.  
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
Roslyn Yerman received information on the Pine Grove Historical Museum 
and the Oakland County Pioneer & Historical Society.  Discussion took place 
on the possibility of a group tour by members of the Commission.  Discussion 
also took place regarding a membership in the Oakland County Historical 
Society.  Kathy Connolly raised the possibility of a Fall program.  Roslyn 
suggested that the group might have enough on its plate this year with the 
Heritage Book update, but a program could be considered if there was interest, 
and members willing to work on organizing one.  
 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is scheduled for August 1, 2005, at 7:00 pm in the 
Breckenridge Room of the Madison Heights Public Library.  
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

AUGUST 1, 2005 
 
 

PRESENT: Kathy Connolly  Stacey Karwoski  
  Dolly Ferries    Robert Scheere 
  Barbara Geralds  Matthew Zalewski 

   
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss    Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott  

Robert Brunk   Connie Schmelzle    
Barbara Lundin  Jeraldine Van Sice 

  Lila Richards   Roslyn Yerman 
   

ABSENT: Cathy Longo    Mary Merkel 
   
   

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 7:12 p.m. by Dolly Ferries 
 

II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
See above. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: July 7, 2005 
A motion to approve the minutes of the July 7, 2005 meeting was made by Robert 
Scheere and seconded by Matthew Zalewski.   
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
(A)        NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 

There were no new interview publications to our knowledge.   
 

(B) HERITAGE BOOK 
Work continues on the book, with the goal of publication at the end of the 
year.  Robert Scheere volunteered to ask Tony Bliss to provide an update on 
the Knights of Columbus.  Kathy Connolly has the Court’s update from Judge 
Turner, which Dolly will type and then give to Stacey.  Don Roeske is 
working on the Police update.  Don is in contact with Roslyn Yerman, and 
Kathy will follow-up as well.  Matt is hoping to have all of his sections done 
by mid-month.   
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
The members present reiterated their interest in planning a group visit to the Pine 
Grove Historical Museum and Oakland County Pioneer & Historical Society site in 
Pontiac.  A Friday afternoon or possibly a Saturday seemed best, and we would need 
to find out if a tour could be arranged for one of those times.  We might also want to 
go out to lunch as part of the trip. 



 
The group picked up discussion about the idea, raised at the last meeting, of having a 
table set up at the August 21 Festival in the Park to promote the Historical 
Commission and the upcoming Heritage Book Update.  The consensus was that there 
was not enough time to properly plan a display, especially since nobody present could 
commit to putting it together in the next few weeks.  Instead, it was agreed that 
having a table would be a nice idea for next year once the books are printed.  It would 
also offer more time to create a display and find the proper presentation materials and 
equipment.  The 2006 pre-4th of July festival might be a good opportunity. 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 1, 2005 at 7:00 pm in the 
Breckenridge Room of the Madison Heights Public Library.  
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Matthew J. Zalewski     Dolly Ferries 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Historical Commission 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2005 
 
 

PRESENT: Robert Brunk   Robert Scheere 
  Dolly Ferries   Jeraldine Van Sice  

Barbara Geralds  Roslyn Yerman 
Barbara Lundin   
   

EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Connie Schmelzle 
Stacey Karwoski  Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 

  Lila Richards   Matthew Zalewski 
  Robert Scheere  
   
ABSENT: Kathy Connolly  Mary Merkel 
  Cathy Longo 

   
      

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 

II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
See above. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: May 5, 2005 
A motion to approve the minutes of the August 1, 2005 meeting was made by  
Robert Scheere and seconded by Barbara Geralds.   
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
(A)        NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS 

Roslyn Yerman reported that per Tom Willard, the Tribune would run 
interviews with local residents at the newspaper’s convenience.   
 

(B) HERITAGE BOOK 
Work continues on the Heritage Book with Commission members 
working on individual chapters.  The plan remains to have the updated 
volume ready for printing by the end of the year.  Dolly Ferries will 
contact Tina at Lamphere Printing and Graphics to see if they will be 
able to handle the print job.  Dolly Ferries will prepare a new Heritage 
Book Update Status Report to identify completed sections and 
sections still being completed, as well as those yet to be taken on. 

 
      V.        OTHER BUSINESS 

The tour of the Pine Grove Historical Museum and Oakland County Pioneer 
& Historical Site in Pontiac will be discussed at a future date. 



 
 

VI.       NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting is scheduled for October 3, 2005, at 7:00 pm in the 
Breckenridge Room of the Madison Heights Public Library.  
 

VII.       ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 3, 2005 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Robert Brunk   Lila Richards    

Dolly Ferries   Robert Scheere 
  Stacey Karwoski  Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott  
  Mary Merkel   Jeraldine Van Sice  
 
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Connie Schmelzle 
  Barbara Geralds  Roslyn Yerman     
  Barbara Lundin  Matthew Zalewski  
 
    
ABSENT: Kathy Connolly   Cathy Longo 
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.  
 
Two guests were in attendance, one to fulfill a class assignment, and a second, 
interested in joining the Commission.  She was advised as to the procedure for 
applying to a City Board or Commission.   

  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  September 1, 2005 

Robert Scheere indicated that he was listed as both present and excused, and the 
next meeting date was corrected to October 3, 2005, from August 1, 2005.  A 
motion to approve the minutes of the September 1, 2005 meeting as corrected was 
made by Robert Brunk and seconded by Robert Scheere. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HERITAGE BOOK UPDATE 
Work continues on the Heritage Book update, with Commission members 
working on individual sections.  The plan is to have it ready for printing 
by the end of the year.  Dolly Ferries will contact Tina at Lamphere 
Printing and Graphics to see if the job can be handled.  Dolly Ferries will 
update the list of completed sections, sections still in progress, and those 
sections that remain open.   
 
As of October 3rd, Dolly Ferries is working on the Mayor and City Council 
and on the Board of Review.  County/State Government remains open.  
Jeraldine Van Sice is working on Health Care, including St. John Hospital, 
Cambridge Nursing Home, and DMC Stephenson.  Stacey Karwoski was 



interested in the essays from the writing contest sponsored by the 
Intermediate Women’s Club.  The essays are on file at the library.   
 
Robert Brunk brought up the JASON project based at Lamphere, and 
volunteered to cover this section for the update.   
 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
Robert Brunk attended the Community Round Table Meeting, and shared that 
Mayor Pro Tem Clark gave a report on road repairs and passed out a schedule of 
the streets scheduled for repair.  The Goodfellows are looking for donations for 
the children at Christmas program.  Meet the Candidates will take place at Club 
Venetian on October 19th at 11:30 a.m., with a $15.00 charge for lunch.   
 
Jeraldine Van Sice brought in an article on Bob-Lo.  First time author Annessa 
Carlisle has written a book titled Bob-Lo:  An Island in Troubled Waters.  It was 
suggested that the Commission purchase this book.   

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, November 3, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Breckenridge Room at the Main Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries        
Secretary        
Madison Heights Historical Commission 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 3, 2005 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss   Lila Richards   

Robert Brunk   Robert Scheere 
  Kathy Connolly  Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott   
  Dolly Ferries   Jerry Van Sice 

Barbara Geralds  Roslyn Yerman 
Stacey Karwoski  Matthew Zalewski 
Mary Merkel     

 
EXCUSED: Barbara Lundin  Connie Schmelzle 
      
ABSENT: Cathy Longo 
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:40 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.  
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  October 3, 2005 

Robert Brunk corrected Bo-Lo to Bob-Lo in the second paragraph under Other 
Business.    A motion to approve the minutes of the October 3, 2005 meeting as 
corrected was made by Robert Brunk and seconded by Robert Scheere. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HERITAGE BOOK UPDATE 
Work continues on the Heritage Book update, with Commission members 
working on individual sections.  The plan is to have it ready for printing 
by the end of the year.  Dolly Ferries updated the list of sections that have 
been completed, and those that are still being worked on.  All sections 
should be completed by the December meeting.   
 
A new item brought up for discussion was the inclusion of a “Walk of 
Fame,” a section including notable celebrities such as Wyland and Jim 
Myers.  Criteria for inclusion were discussed, with submissions requested 
by the December meeting.   
 
The group shot of the Historical Commission will be taken on Friday, 
December 2nd, at 5:00 in the Breckenridge Room at the Library. 
 
 
 

 



V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Monday, December 5, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Breckenridge Room at the Main Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries                                                        Roslyn Yerman            
Secretary            Library Director   
Madison Heights Historical Commission        Madison Heights Public Library 
 



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
DECEMBER 8, 2005 

 
                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss   Lila Richards   

Kathy Connolly  Robert Scheere 
  Dolly Ferries   Connie Schmelzle  
  Barbara Geralds  Roslyn Yerman 

Stacey Karwoski  Matthew Zalewski 
Mary Merkel       

 
EXCUSED: Robert Brunk   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
  Jerry Van Sice   Barb Lundin 
      
ABSENT: Cathy Longo 
 
GUESTS: Audra Quinn, Madison-Park News 
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:40 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.  
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  NOVEMBER 3RD, 2005 

A motion to approve the minutes of the November 3, 2005 meeting was made by 
Barbara Geralds and seconded by Robert Scheere. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HERITAGE BOOK UPDATE 
Work continues on the Heritage Book with members working on 
individual chapters.  The Commission would like to have the update ready 
for printing by the middle of January.  An outstanding issues list was 
created to address those items remaining to be completed.   
 
Audra Quinn spoke to Commission members about what they considered 
to be the top ten major accomplishments during the 1992-2005 period 
covered by the update as part of a Madison-Park News article promoting 
the volume’s release.   

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, January 18, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Breckenridge Room at the Main Library. 

 



VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries                                                        Roslyn Yerman            
Secretary            Library Director   
Madison Heights Historical Commission        Madison Heights Public Library 
 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

JANUARY 18, 2006 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT:  Tony Bliss   Mary Merkel   

Dolly Ferries   Robert Scheere 
   Barbara Geralds  Roslyn Yerman 
   Stacey Karwoski  Matthew Zalewski 

Barbara Lundin    
 
EXCUSED:  Robert Brunk   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
   Lila Richards   Jerry Van Sice 
   Connie Schmelzle  
 
    
ABSENT:  Kathy Connolly   
 
ALSO PRESENT: Bill Ferries  
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Meeting called to order at 7:40 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman, continuing an earlier 
meeting with Roslyn Yerman, Stacey Karwoski, Dolly and Bill Ferries, and 
Matthew Zalewski in attendance.   

 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.  
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  December 8, 2005 

A motion to approve the minutes of the December 8, 2005 minutes was made by 
Tony Bliss and seconded by Robert Scheere.   

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HERITAGE BOOK UPDATE 
Work continues on the Heritage Book Update, with Commission members 
now proofreading draft copies of the entire document to date.  A new 
deadline of the end of February was identified for the update to be at the 
printer.  Several items are still outstanding, and are in the process of being 
addressed. 
 
Jon Austin is preparing an Executive Summary that will be incorporated 
into the draft document.  Barbara Geralds will look into the inclusion of 
the Chinese American Cultural Center, and there is also the new Iraqi 
group that will be considered for inclusion.  Barbara Lundin will work on 
expanding the information on the Meijer Development section to include 
information on the Frank Lloyd Wright Subdivision.  Jerry Van Sice will 
be contacted to see if she will follow up with the St. John Open MRI 



Center on 13 Mile Road for inclusion in the Health Section.  Discussion 
on inclusion of Madison School Board members was discussed, and the 
decision was made to list members from 1992 to the present.  Robert 
Scheere will bring the names to the February meeting.   
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Bliss made a motion to nominate Stacey Karwoski as “Historian of the 
Year” at the Madison Heights Community Round Table Awards Luncheon to be 
held in May, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, February 16th at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Breckenridge Room at the Main Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries        
Secretary        
Madison Heights Historical Commission 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

FEBRUARY 16, 2006 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT:  Tony Bliss   Robert Scheere   

 Dolly Ferries   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
   Stacey Karwoski  Jerry Van Sice 
   Barbara Lundin  Roslyn Yerman 
   Mary Merkel   Matthew Zalewski    
 
EXCUSED:  Robert Brunk   Lila Richards 
   Barbara Geralds  Connie Schmelzle  
    
ABSENT:  Kathy Connolly  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Bill Ferries 
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:45 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 18, 2006 

Roslyn Yerman informed Stacey Karwoski of the Commission's decision to honor 
her as Historian of the Year at the upcoming Community Round Table Awards 
Luncheon before the minutes were distributed.   A motion to approve the minutes 
of the January 18, 2006 meeting was made by Robert Scheere and seconded by 
Matthew Zalewski. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HERITAGE BOOK UPDATE 
Work continues on the Heritage Book Update with Commission members 
now proofreading draft copies of the entire document to date.  City 
Manager Jon Austin has prepared an Executive Summary that will be 
incorporated into the document.  Barbara Geralds will work on the new 
Chinese American Cultural Center, as well as the new Iraqi group.   
 
Tony Bliss and Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott provided a draft of the 
Kendall School section.  Barbara Lundin submitted her addition to the 
Meijer section with the inclusion of the Frank Lloyd Wright subdivision.  
Jerry Van Sice volunteered to follow up on St. John MRI for inclusion in 
the Health Section, and Robert Scheere contacted Bob Gettings for a list 
of the Madison School Board members from 1992 to the present.  That list 
was submitted to Roslyn Yerman. 
 



Roslyn Yerman informed the group that City Manager Austin wanted to 
be sure that the DPS Fire, water meter change out, and plastic water main 
conversion were covered.  Matthew Zalewski indicated that he covered the 
latter two items in his submission for Community Development, and that 
he would provide them for review by DPS.  Roslyn Yerman will forward 
on those sections, and solicit DPS input on the fire.  She shared the City 
Manager's inquiry about the Branch Library closure, and stated that she 
had covered this point in the Library section.  Councilwoman Scott will 
cover Random Acts of Kindness.   
 
Roslyn Yerman expressed her thanks to Bill and Dolly Ferries for their 
initial conversations with Tina Fletcher at Lamphere Printing & Graphics 
regarding the print job of the update.  Roslyn Yerman, Stacey Karwoski, 
and Bill and Dolly Ferries will meet with her when the book is ready for 
printing.  City Manager Austin would like a color copy, as well as a bound 
copy, and suggested that a bound copy might also be appropriate at the 
library.  He also suggested merging all three books into one at some point. 
 
The original volume contains 75 pages, the second, 120, and the third 
volume is working its way toward 200 pages.  Stacey Karwoski suggested 
a "Famous Faces of Madison Heights" section.  The oldest high school 
graduate, a Madison Heights resident was discussed, as well as her 
inclusion in the "Famous Faces" section. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 The resumption of programming, in the form of the Legends of the Lake program 
 that Roslyn Yerman had previously brought to the group's attention was tabled 
 until a later date. 
 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for April 2006 at 7:30 p.m. on a date yet to be 
determined.   

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
   
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn Yerman    
Secretary      Library Director   
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library  
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

APRIL 26, 2006 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT:  Tony Bliss   Lila Richards     

Robert Brunk   Robert Scheere 
   Sarah Collingwood                 Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
   Kathleen Connolly  Cheryl Suiter 
   Dolly Ferries   Jeraldine Van Sice 
   Mary Merkel   Roslyn Yerman 
 
EXCUSED:  Barbara Geralds  Barbara Lundin 
   Stacey Karwoski  Connie Schmelzle 
    
ALSO PRESENT: Bill Ferries 
   Sherry Wells, Ferndale Historical Society 
   Matthew Zalewski 
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.  
 
New members Sarah Collingwood and Cheryl Suiter were welcomed. 

  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  February 16, 2006 

A motion to approve the minutes of the February 16th 2006 meeting was made by 
Tony Bliss and seconded by Robert Scheere. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HERITAGE BOOK UPDATE 
Roslyn Yerman and Stacey Karwoski met with Tina Fletcher at Lamphere 
Printing and Graphics today.  The update’s length, at 120 pages, is beyond 
what can be done locally.  Tina will provide the group with printers to 
consider, and will assist us with formatting the document beforehand, 
including picture placement.  She suggested using more of the page and 
smaller print.   
 
The pictures will be removed to make the document more manageable to 
proofread.  Properly sized and named boxes will be inserted into the text 
where the pictures are to be placed once proofreading is complete and as 
the update is formatted for the printer.  Five members volunteered to 
proofread. 

  
 



(B) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
Robert Brunk reported that the City’s golf outing will be held on August 
11th.  Youth Assistance will hold a golf outing on August 27th.  Sara 
Suarez will take part in the Breast Cancer Three Day in May, which 
involves walking 60 miles.  Club Venetian will hold a Mother’s Day 
Brunch on May 14th.  Stacey Karwoski will be honored as the 
Commission’s “Historian of the Year” at the Round Table’s Awards 
luncheon on May 17th at Club Venetian.   

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 A. SHERRY A. WELLS – FERNDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
        AUTHOR / LAWELL PUBLISHING 
 

Sherry A. Wells, with the Ferndale Historical Society spoke to the 
Commission about her interest in informal meetings of area historical 
groups for networking.  She also spoke to the group about her publishing 
efforts, essentially an expansion of the Commission’s own oral histories.   

 
B. MEETING SCHEDULE 

Roslyn Yerman addressed the subject of standardized meeting dates.  The 
fourth Wednesday of January, April, and October were identified as 
regular meeting dates.  Tony Bliss suggested an additional meeting date in 
June.   

 
Tony Bliss suggested a Commission activity as part of the City’s Festival in the 
Park, scheduled for June 25th.  He recommended a kite flying contest comparable 
to an activity that Sherry Wells described doing with the Ferndale Historical 
Society.  He spoke about promoting it to the schools with possible prizes for the 
highest and longest flying kites.  Contacting local scout troops was recommended.   
 
Matthew Zalewski shared his hopes of staying involved with the Commission 
unofficially; despite having had to resign his seat because of he had moved out of 
the City.  The news was welcomed by Commission members and they wished 
Matt well in his future endeavors.   
 
Roslyn Yerman shared an email from former Historical Commission member, 
John Weigel, who is visiting historical museums in the state.  It was suggested 
that he be invited to a future meeting to share his visits.  Connie Schmelzle 
volunteered to coordinate museum visits for interested Commission members. 
 
Roslyn Yerman shared information on the Rochester Hills Museum’s upcoming 
exhibit, Mothers, Daughters, and Leaders of Oakland County. 
 
 
 
 



  
 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, June 28th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn Yerman    
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

April 10, 2008 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Kathleen Connolly  Lila Richards   

Dolly Ferries   Connie Schmelzle 
  Barbara Geralds  Mayor Pro Tem Margene Ann Scott 
  Martha Kehoe   Cheryl Suiter 

Barbara Lundin  Jerry Van Sice 
Sue Price    Roslyn Yerman  

 
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Barbara Lundin 
  Stacey Karwoski  Mary Merkel     
  
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  April 25, 2007 

These minutes will be approved at the October 15, 2008 meeting.   
 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) AREA HISTORICAL GROUP MEETING REPORT 
Cheryl Suiter informed the group that she attended the training session 
entitled, “How to Analyze from a Teachers Standpoint” in preparation for 
the Saturday, April 12th program at Royal Oak Middle School (formerly 
Dondero High School).  Sponsored by the Oakland County Historical 
Commission and the Oakland County Intermediate Schools with 
additional assistance from Preservation Novi and funded in part by a grant 
from the Waterford Schools TAH Project, “Bringing Local History to the 
Classroom:  Recognize It, Understand It, Care About It” is timely to the 
Commission’s plans for Heritage Room visits  
 

(B) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
A new representative will be needed in September.  Roslyn Yerman will 
talk to Barbara Lundin.  Lila Richards would serve as the Alternate.  The 
Community Round Table Awards Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, 
May 14, 2008.  The Historian of the Year Award will be presented to 
Cheryl Suiter for her dedicated work on the Heritage Rooms.  Bill Ferries 
will prepare the certificate.   

 
 
 



         (C) HERITAGE ROOMS 
The Heritage Rooms were discussed at length, as the Commission works 
to further develop this new City resource.  Cheryl Suiter proposed 
maintaining a binder containing the names, addresses, phone numbers, and 
email addresses of visitors so that they could be informed of upcoming 
future events.  Councilwoman Scott suggested that the rooms should be 
included in the promotional videos of the City that will be filmed this 
summer and available from the City web site.   
 
Roslyn Yerman stated that she would speak with the City about letterhead 
unique to the Heritage Rooms for thank you letters to donors.  Dolly 
Ferries indicated that she would assume the responsibility for getting 
letters out.  Sue Price stated that she could handle the printing at no cost to 
the Commission.  The idea of a brochure was discussed. 
 
Councilwoman Scott voiced concern about young children picking up 
dangerous items on lower shelves.  There is insurance in place, per the 
contract between the City and the Madison School District.  Discussion 
took place about expanding the visitor log to include the binder 
information, along with room to indicate how they became aware of the 
rooms.  Cheryl Suiter spoke about maintaining business binders.   
 
Operating procedures were discussed.  A printed schedule will be 
maintained.  Locking and unlocking the doors was demonstrated to be 
certain each room is properly secured.  The shades should be raised when 
the rooms are open, and put back down upon closing.  The security 
monitoring system should be checked upon opening, and watched 
periodically during the course of the day.   
 
Councilwoman Scott informed the group that the Daily Tribune runs a 
Friday feature that lists all of the historical rooms in the County.  She 
suggested that the paper be contacted to include the Heritage Rooms.  
Summer hours were discussed.  Roslyn Yerman indicated that she would 
speak with the City on this subject, possibly in June and August.  She 
further indicated that she would identify the existing balance in the 
Historical Commission account. 
 
Commission members were directed to continue documenting items as 
they are received.  Cheryl Suiter reminded members to check their folders 
for ongoing information.  Councilwoman Scott asked if members had the 
cloth diapers that are prefolded and could be cut in half to serve as slate 
erasers.    
 
Sue Price shared that visitors have been very impressed with the rooms.  
Councilwoman Scott suggested that a senior citizen tour be organized.  



She further suggested that the Heritage Rooms be open during the school’s 
open house or other events scheduled after school hours.  
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
Kathy Connolly distributed the Community Round Table Calendar of Events and 
reported that St. Dennis has a new program called Great Harvest for the Needy.   
 
It was suggested that the Senior Center be contacted to see if the Historical 
Commission banner could be added to the center’s bus, and interested members 
ride during the Memorial Day Parade, scheduled for Monday, May 26, 2008. 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, October 15, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Breckenridge Room at the Main Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn Yerman    
Secretary      Library Director  
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
 



 
The following members indicated their availability: 
 
Mary Merkel – All Day 
Barbara Geralds, Dolly Ferries, and Stacey Karwoski:  9:00 a.m. - noon 
Mayor Pro Tem Scott:  Noon – 4:00 p.m. 
Lila Richards and Sue Price:  4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Barbara Lundin:  6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 
Cheryl Suiter and Roslyn Yerman will be available that day. 
Roslyn Yerman will contact those members not in attendance. 
 
Coffee, tea, and hot chocolate will be available.  Dolly Ferries and Barbara 
Geralds will supply large coffee pots, and Dolly Ferries, Sue Price, Stacey 
Karwoski and Cheryl Suiter will provide cookies.  Mayor Pro Tem Scott 
may have brochure completed by Election Day for distribution.  Dolly 
Ferries and Barbara Geralds will remove the Wyland exhibit from the 
rotating display case, and Margene will replace it by the end of the month 
with the Suarez exhibit currently at City Hall.   
 
The Heritage Room sign will advise voters coming in to vote that the 
rooms are open, and signage on the back of the sign thanking them for 
voting and inviting them to check out the rooms will meet them as they 
leave the precinct.  Volunteers were signed up for regular Thursday hours 
in December, and snow days were discussed.   
 
Discussion then turned to regular media promotion of room hours.  
Tribune contacts were discussed, and Roslyn Yerman indicated that she 
would email Jeremy Adranga at the Madison-Park News about inclusion 
in the Community Briefs section.   
  
 

(B) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
Barbara Lundin reported on the Meet the Candidates session held earlier 
in the day, with fifteen candidates and fifty members and guests in 
attendance. 
 
Roslyn Yerman indicated that per the Commission’s agreement at the 
April 26, 2008 meeting, Barbara Lundin had been appointed as the 
Historical Commission representative at round table, and Lila Richards as 
the alternate.   

 
(C) AREA HISTORICAL GROUP MEETING REPORT 

Cheryl Suiter was unable to attend the meeting.  
 
 



 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, January 15, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Breckenridge Room at the Madison Heights Public Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn Yerman    
Secretary      Library Director  
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

October 15, 2008 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Dolly Ferries   Sue Price  

Barbara Geralds  Lila Richards 
  Stacey Karwoski  Mayor Pro Tem Margene Ann Scott 
  Barbara Lundin  Cheryl Suiter 

Mary Merkel   Roslyn Yerman    
 
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Connie Schmelzle 
  Martha Kehoe   Jerry Van Sice 
  Robert Scheere      
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  April 10, 2008 

Sue Price stated that she had been present at the meeting, and Mayor Pro Tem 
Scott noted that her title was not included. The minutes of the April 10, 2008 
meeting were approved as corrected by Barbara Geralds and seconded by Mayor 
Pro Tem Scott.   

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HERITAGE ROOMS 
Discussion took place on the room brochure being developed by Mayor 
Pro Tem Scott for room use and promotional efforts.  Inclusion of the 
Commission’s mission statement and the City logo were discussed.  
Roslyn Yerman shared the wording used to describe the Commission’s 
effort for Community Round Table purposes.  Editing the City logo to 
include the Historical Commission name was mentioned.  The inclusion of 
information on how to schedule visits by scout troops and school groups 
was suggested for the back panel of the brochure, as well as a check off 
box for donations.   
 
Discussion then moved to having the rooms open on Election Day, as they 
will not be used for voting, to take advantage both of the opportunity for 
evening hours, and of the anticipated large voter turnout.  Political buttons 
will be on display, and a political trivia quiz will be created.  It was 
decided that the rooms would be open from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.   
 
 
 



 
The following members indicated their availability: 
 
Mary Merkel – All Day 
Barbara Geralds, Dolly Ferries, and Stacey Karwoski:  9:00 a.m. - noon 
Mayor Pro Tem Scott:  Noon – 4:00 p.m. 
Lila Richards and Sue Price:  4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Barbara Lundin:  6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 
Cheryl Suiter and Roslyn Yerman will be available that day. 
Roslyn Yerman will contact those members not in attendance. 
 
Coffee, tea, and hot chocolate will be available.  Dolly Ferries and Barbara 
Geralds will supply large coffee pots, and Dolly Ferries, Sue Price, Stacey 
Karwoski and Cheryl Suiter will provide cookies.  Mayor Pro Tem Scott 
may have brochure completed by Election Day for distribution.  Dolly 
Ferries and Barbara Geralds will remove the Wyland exhibit from the 
rotating display case, and Margene will replace it by the end of the month 
with the Suarez exhibit currently at City Hall.   
 
The Heritage Room sign will advise voters coming in to vote that the 
rooms are open, and signage on the back of the sign thanking them for 
voting and inviting them to check out the rooms will meet them as they 
leave the precinct.  Volunteers were signed up for regular Thursday hours 
in December, and snow days were discussed.   
 
Discussion then turned to regular media promotion of room hours.  
Tribune contacts were discussed, and Roslyn Yerman indicated that she 
would email Jeremy Adranga at the Madison-Park News about inclusion 
in the Community Briefs section.   
  
 

(B) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
Barbara Lundin reported on the Meet the Candidates session held earlier 
in the day, with fifteen candidates and fifty members and guests in 
attendance. 
 
Roslyn Yerman indicated that per the Commission’s agreement at the 
April 26, 2008 meeting, Barbara Lundin had been appointed as the 
Historical Commission representative at round table, and Lila Richards as 
the alternate.   

 
(C) AREA HISTORICAL GROUP MEETING REPORT 

Cheryl Suiter was unable to attend the meeting.  
 
 



 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, January 15, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Breckenridge Room at the Madison Heights Public Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn Yerman    
Secretary      Library Director  
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

April 22, 2010 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss   Connie Schmelzle    
  Dolly Ferries   Councilwoman Margene Scott 

Barbara Geralds  Cheryl Suiter 
  Martha Kehoe      Jerry Van Sice 

Mary Merkel   Roslyn Yerman 
  Sue Price         
 
EXCUSED: Lila Richards   Justin Suarez 
ABSENT: Stacey Karwoski     
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  October 15, 2009 

The minutes of the January 14, 2010 meeting were approved by Barbara Geralds 
and seconded by Sue Price.   

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
The Annual Awards Luncheon was discussed.  Tony Bliss is handling the 
program for this year’s luncheon.  He made a motion to nominate Barbara 
Lundin as Historian of the Year, which was seconded by Barbara Geralds.  
George Lundin will be invited to accept the award on her behalf, and will 
be asked if he’d like to bring a guest.  Bill Ferries will make the 
certificate. 
 
Discussion took place regarding the presentation of a second award by the 
Historical Commission to the Madison School Board.  It was decided to 
wait until next year to do so.  Instead, Councilwoman Margene Scott made 
a motion to present an Appreciation Award to Madison Schools / 
Schoenhals School, which was seconded by Tony Bliss.   
 
Community High School Principal Christian Morales was selected to 
accept this award based on all the support he has provided over the past 
four years.  Councilwoman Scott will write the presentation, and Lila 
Richards will be the presenter.  Bill Ferries will make this certificate as 
well.   
 



It was decided that Connie Schmelzle would represent the Historical 
Commission on the Community Roundtable for the 2010-11 year, with 
Lila Richards serving as the alternate.   

 
(B) AREA HISTORICAL GROUP MEETING REPORT 

Cheryl Suiter was unable to attend the last meeting.  She shared a 
foamcore board with pictures assembled as an example of how historical 
photos could be displayed in City buildings.  City buildings suggested as 
display sites included the Library, City Hall, Senior Center, DPS, the two 
Fire Stations, the Court, and the Police Department.  Councilwoman Scott 
will speak with City Manager Jon R. Austin about this idea.   

 
(C) HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

See above.  
 
(D)  HERITAGE ROOMS – HISTORICAL LESSONS FOR SCHOOLS AND         

      SCOUTS  
 

Councilwoman Scott has printed the Heritage Rooms’ brochure, which 
will be sent to scout troops encouraging schoolroom visits.  Barbara 
Geralds, Martha Kehoe, and Jerry Van Sice will continue to work with 
Ms. Scott on this project.  Visitor kits will be created.  It will be 
mandatory that two adults accompany each scout troop.  A $2.00 
admission fee was identified.  Handicap access was discussed, with 
Councilwoman Scott agreed to explore.   

 
(E)       GEORGE “THE ANIMAL” STEELE DISPLAY 

Councilwoman Scott indicated that the family is agreeable to a display.   
 

(F)   FAMILY HISTORIES 
Cheryl Suiter’s recommendation of the ongoing compilation of family 
histories in individual binders was further discussed.   

 
(G)     STORAGE ISSUES 

Storage of flat material in file cabinets was discussed, as well as the school 
lockers accessible to the Commission.  The files would not “circulate.” 

  
 (H) LAURENCE DECKER DISPLAY 

Connie Schmelzle brought in a box of materials to be used in the rotating 
display case display for Laurence Decker.  It was suggested that the 
display go up for the November Election, and be accompanied by a small 
reception.   
 

 
 
 



V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(A) ROOMS SCHEDULE 

The schedule is complete. 
 

(B) ELECTION DAY 
A sign up sheet for Election Day volunteers will be distributed at the 
October Meeting.  Barbara Geralds suggested a fundraiser for the Heritage 
Rooms, and a bake sale was suggested on Election Day.  The Madison 
Heights Intermediate Women’s Club and the Historical Commission will 
be asked to donate baked goods.   

 
(C) ROUND ROBIN 

Barbara Geralds shared that Dolores’ husband has bone cancer.  Dolores is 
the custodian at the Community High School who has been very 
accommodating to the Commission.  Barbara Geralds will send a card on 
behalf of members.   
 
Councilwoman Scott shared that she had pictures of the Billous Family 
Grocery Store, which was at the corner of 11 Mile Road.  Cheryl Suiter 
hung the frame in the business section of the Heritage Rooms.   
 
It was suggested that the Historical Commission banner be carried in the 
Memorial Day Parade.  Cheryl Suiter suggested that the Family Coalition 
young people might carry it, and Barbara Geralds added the MyLeads 
students.   

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, October 21, 2010.. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
   

 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

January 15, 2009 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss   Lila Richards 

Dolly Ferries   Connie Schmelzle 
  Barbara Geralds  Justin Suarez 
  Mary Merkel   Cheryl Suiter 

Sue Price   Roslyn Yerman    
 
EXCUSED: Stacey Karwoski  Robert Scheere 
  Martha Kehoe   Mayor Pro Tem Margene Scott 
  Barbara Lundin  Jerry Van Sice     
        
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:45 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.  Justin Suarez was welcomed to his first meeting. 
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  October 15, 2008 

The minutes of the October 15, 2008 meeting were approved by Sue Price and 
seconded by Lila Richards. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HERITAGE ROOMS 
The rooms’ schedule for the next few months was discussed.  Dolly 
Ferries indicated that she would contact those members not present as to 
dates, and would coordinate the schedule through the end of the school 
year in June.  Discussion took place, and a procedure established for 
unlocking the rooms upon opening, and locking them again at close.   
 
Cheryl Suiter shared that she had contributed a computer for members to 
store items of interest.  Justin Suarez indicated that he had a printer that 
also scanned, copied, and faxed, that he will donate or loan for room use.   
 
Roslyn Yerman shared a report drafted by Mayor Pro Tem Scott following 
a visit by her Cub Scout troop as an exercise in what it was like to attend 
school in 1914, given the era of the schoolhouse.  The report was designed 
to establish procedures for school visits.    
 
Part of her lesson plan was distributed, and Roslyn will make copies for 
future use.  More slates and McDuffie Readers are needed for the student 
desks.  Margene suggested the formation of a committee or auxiliary 
group to help with the Heritage Rooms.  Potential members were 



discussed, including former Historical Commission members.  
Promotional efforts could be undertaken, and the resulting group might be 
called Friends of the Heritage Rooms. 
 
Tony Bliss suggested that there has been confusion with regard to the 
name of the rooms, and recommended the inclusion of the word museum.  
Exterior signage outside of Schoenhals was also brought up, as was 
inviting Jeanne Towar of the Tribune to write a promotional piece.   
 
Dolly Ferries indicated that she was able to donate a tape recorder that 
could be used to play the oral histories that members have created as 
background when the rooms are open.  The need to record such a history 
with member Mary Merkel was reiterated.  Cheryl Suiter shared a website, 
blub.com, which illustrates how to create a book.  There are bookstores 
that will sell the created books for a percentage.   
 
Roslyn stated that she was provided with two of the street signs honoring 
former Mayor George Suarez, and will be bringing them to the rooms.   

 
(B) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 

This year’s Historian of the Year at the Community Round Table’s 
Annual Awards Luncheon will be identified at the April Meeting.   

 
(C) AREA HISTORICAL GROUP MEETING REPORT 

There was no report.    
 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 

Lila Richards reported that this year’s Boards and Commissions Dinner would be 
held on Friday, May 1, 2009. 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, April 30, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Breckenridge Room at the Madison Heights Public Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn Yerman    
Secretary      Library Director  
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

April 30, 2009 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss   Robert Scheere  

Barbara Geralds  Connie Schmelzle 
Stacey Karwoski  Mayor Pro Tem Margene Scott  

  Martha Kehoe      Cheryl Suiter 
Barbara Lundin  Jerry Van Sice 
Mary Merkel   Roslyn Yerman   
Sue Price       

 
EXCUSED: Dolly Ferries   Justin Suarez 
  Lila Richards   
 
GUEST:   Andy McGillivray      
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 15, 2009 

The minutes of the January 15, 2009 meeting were approved by Sue Price and 
seconded by Cheryl Suiter. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
Roslyn Yerman distributed a list of those who had been honored as 
Historian of the Year.  This year’s honoree was noted, and tickets were 
distributed to those attending on behalf of the Commission.   

 
(B) AREA HISTORICAL GROUP MEETING REPORT 

Cheryl Suiter reminded the group about quarterly events offered by the 
informal association of area historical groups.  She will continue to share 
upcoming events with Commission members, and Roslyn Yerman will 
share events offered through the state when they come to her attention.   

 
(C) HERITAGE ROOMS – HISTORICAL LESSONS FOR SCHOOLS AND 

SCOUTS 
 
Andy McGillivrary introduced a proposal to produce brief presentations 
on the Heritage Rooms for use by the schools to whet the appetite of staff 
and students and encourage visits.  Copies of the school year calendars for 



Lamphere, Madison, and Bishop Foley will be obtained for use in 
promoting school visits. 
Shared use of the City bus that transports students to Little House was 
discussed as one possible way of transporting those same students to the 
Heritage Rooms.  Roslyn Yerman indicated that she would explore this 
possibility with Jenny Martin.   
 
The lease was discussed, which will expire in December 2009.  Mayor Pro 
Tem Scott suggested charging a minimal admittance fee or at a minimum, 
a fee for classroom lessons which would help cover lesson plan costs.  She 
further suggested charging a slightly higher fee for non-residents.   
 
The Commission expressed an interest in keeping the rooms open through 
the summer months as was done last year.  The same earlier hours of 
10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. were discussed.   
 
Cheryl Suiter shared another potential fundraising item to sell through the 
rooms, a collage of photos created through Snapfish.  Commission 
members viewed samples of two created collages and discussed the 
possibility of a postcard-like backing.   
 
Use of both the City Hall and Library showcases were discussed as ways 
to promote the Heritage Rooms.  October was identified as a potential 
month for use of the Library case, as the month falls close to the start of 
the school year in September.  The use of Facebook for promotion of the 
rooms was also discussed.  Mayor Pro Tem Scott has room photos on her 
personal page, and the possibility of setting up the rooms as an 
administered group page was discussed.   
   

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
(A) HERITAGE ROOMS – DONATIONS 

Roslyn Yerman shared that a balance of $186.01 was available in the 
Historical Account.  Roslyn Yerman reminded Commission members of 
the proper way for donations to be received and acknowledged. The 
purchase of a cash box and a receipt book was discussed with the use of 
some of these funds. 

 
(B) HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

Mayor Pro Tem Scott introduced her idea, previously shared in email, of 
hanging historical photos in City buildings for promoting interest in the 
City’s history, and in the Heritage Rooms.  Roslyn Yerman shared the 
information provided to her by Community Development Director Jim 
Schafer, and this idea was discussed, and will continue to be explored. 

 
Barbara Geralds stated that the Madison Heights Intermediate Women’s Club had 
scheduled a speaker on Gone with the Wind for Tuesday night, September 15th, 



and wanted to partner with the Historical Commission to increase the promotion 
and attendance of the event.  The speaker will be marking the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of Gone with the Wind.  The Women’s Club has approved the $50.00 
expenditure for the speaker’s fee.  The Commission approved the partnership.  
Mayor Pro Tem Scott will serve as the contact for the Historical Commission, and 
will work with Carol Spellman of the Madison Heights Intermediate Women’s 
Club in coordinating the event between the two organizations.   

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

A tentative next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, July 9, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Breckenridge Room at the Madison Heights Public Library.  While not 
mandated to meet again until October, it was felt that the volume of business 
necessitated more frequent meetings. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Roslyn Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library 
Acting Secretary – Madison Heights Historical Commission 
 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

July 9, 2009 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss   Robert Scheere  

Dolly Ferries   Connie Schmelzle 
Barbara Geralds  Justin Suarez 

  Martha Kehoe      Cheryl Suiter 
Mary Merkel   Jerry Van Sice 
Lila Richards   Roslyn Yerman   
       

 
EXCUSED: Barbara Lundin  Mayor Pro Tem Margene Scott 
  Sue Price  
 
ABSENT: Stacey Karwoski     
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  April 30, 2009 

It was noted that Mayor Pro Tem Margene Scott had been in attendance at the 
April 30th meeting and Barbara Geralds corrected the spelling of the work Guest.  
The minutes of the April 30, 2009 meeting were approved as corrected by Barbara 
Geralds and seconded by Cheryl Suiter. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
Roslyn Yerman noted Mary Merkel’s recent Historian of the Year honor.  
Cheryl Suiter suggested a historical list of this award, which she agreed to 
create for the rooms.   

 
(B) AREA HISTORICAL GROUP MEETING REPORT 

  No report. 
 

(C) HERITAGE ROOMS – DONATIONS 
Roslyn Yerman reported that the cash box had been purchased and 
received, and was now in the rooms.  Justin Suarez shared that he had 
created a balance sheet, and Roslyn Yerman reminded members to record 
any cash donations received.  A $20 donation by George “the Animal” 
Steele was noted with his recent visit. 

 
 



(D) HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS  
 No report. 
 
 
(E)      HERITAGE ROOMS – HISTORICAL LESSONS FOR SCHOOLS AND         

     SCOUTS 
Roslyn Yerman shared Mayor Pro Tem Scott’s recommendation of a 
subcommittee to create and send out a scout mailing to encourage visits by 
illustrating the ways in which museum visits could help satisfy badge 
requirements, including the recommendation that a scouting executive 
would be a useful addition to such a subcommittee. 
 
According to the Mayor Pro Tem, just three meetings would likely be 
needed, one at which a letter would be prepared, one at which badge 
requirements would be identified, and a third at which the mailing would 
be prepared.  The Historical Account could cover the cost of postage and 
charging for the visits to cover costs was recommended.  
 
Barbara Geralds, Martha Kehoe, and Jerry Van Sice volunteered to serve 
on this subcommittee.  Mayor Pro Tem Scott will serve as chair, and 
ideally will also be able to identify the scouting executive to complete the 
group.  On a related note, Connie Schmelzle and Roslyn Yerman will draft 
a letter to the various curriculum directors in the fall to encourage school 
visits. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
(A) GEORGE “THE ANIMAL” STEELE DISPLAY 
 With Jim Myers’ recent visit to the Heritage Rooms, a display of George 
 “the Animal” Steele was recommended.  As there is limited material 
 available, Roslyn Yerman agreed to contact him on Facebook for display 
 items.  

   
(B) “LITTLE BROWN JUG” AND GARY VETTORI CONTACT 

Roslyn Yerman shared Margene Pro Tem Margene Scott’s report that the 
“little brown jug,” the trophy awarded to the winner of the contest 
between Madison and Troy, had come up at the recent Madison High 
School reunion, leading her to begin a search for the item.   George “the 
Animal” Steele gave the Mayor Pro Tem the name of Gary Vettori, Acting 
Superintendent of Madison Schools. 
 
Mr. Vettori has identified a place in one of the schools where historical 
items are kept, and will look for it there.  He has been advised that there is 
no rush, and he will also be keeping an eye out for any other historical 
items that may of use. 
 
 



(C) MADISON HIGH SCHOOL REUNION 
Cheryl Suiter reported that every two year, a reunion of previous Madison 
Heights graduating classes is held.  She and Mayor Pro Tem Scott 
attended a recent reunion, and Cheryl observed that she put faces to names 
of many of the individuals noted in clippings and scrapbooks in the 
Heritage Rooms.  Roslyn Yerman shared Mayor Pro Tem Scott’s 
recommendation of contact sheet photo record of the photos taken at the 
event.   
 
As an example, a group of photos was taken of a display board of all of 
the students of which the district was aware that had died, and the year in 
which they had passed.  The Mayor Pro Tem felt a file or record book of 
all former alumni with contact information would be useful.  Computer 
Outlook contacts was mentioned as one possible way of organizing the 
information. 

  
(D) FAMILY HISTORIES 

Cheryl Suiter suggested the creation of individual family histories, as an 
extension of the Commission’s oral history project.  Individual histories 
could be maintained in binders and developed as material is available. 

 
(E) CAMPAIGN LITERATURE 

The question of when something becomes historical was discussed.  
Roslyn Yerman shared Mayor Pro Tem Scott’s theory that historical status 
has been achieved once an event takes place, even if it happened 
yesterday.  Given our tight accommodations, the Commission will need to 
be selective about a decision as to what is truly historical.  It was felt it 
would be useful to contact other museums to identify their practices.   

 
(F) STORAGE ISSUES 

Rotating displays and exhibits were discussed as way to free up display 
space.  However, the subsequent problem of storage was noted. 

 
Discussion of Other Business concluded with a round robin.  Administrative 
issues regarding summer building access were discussed, along with the new 
procedures for room access.  The use of additional school lockers for storage will 
be explored with the start of the new school year.  Proposed 11 Mile and Hales 
signage was discussed, and a version incorporating the word “Museum” was 
approved. 
 
Mention was made of the upcoming tour of the old Monroe School Building by 
Commission members.  The library display case will be used for a museum 
display in the fall.  A letter to Gary Vettori thanking him for his support of the 
rooms was suggested, and Bob Gettings’ assistance in obtaining Madison High 
School yearbooks was noted. Mary Merkel announced that Nellie Huffman had 
recently passed, stating that her husband had been on the Madison School Board.    



Barbara Geralds indicated that she would arrange a subcommittee meeting to 
discuss the upcoming joint Gone with the Wind Program between the 
Commission and the Intermediate Women’s Club.  Dolly Ferries agreed to begin 
working on a fall schedule, given that the next Commission meeting is not 
scheduled until October. 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was tentatively scheduled for Thursday, October 15th, at 6:30 
p.m. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
 
 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

October 15, 2009 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss (arrived late) Connie Schmelzle  

Barbara Geralds  Mayor Pro Tem Margene Scott 
Martha Kehoe   Justin Suarez 

  Mary Merkel      Jerry Van Sice 
Lila Richards   Roslyn Yerman 
Robert Scheere         

 
EXCUSED: Dolly Ferries   Sue Price 
  Stacey Karwoski  Cheryl Suiter 
  Barbara Lundin     
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  July 9, 2009 

 The minutes of the July 9, 2009 meeting were approved by Barbara Geralds and 
seconded by Martha Kehoe. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
Lila Richards shared the installation of officers that took place at the 
September meeting, and highlighted the second annual Around the Globe 
event scheduled for Thursday, November 19th at Wilkinson Middle School 
from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  Roslyn Yerman added that there was also a 
writer’s workshop with long time Madison Heights’ resident, Mike 
Novak, being cosponsored by the Library and Community Family 
Coalition scheduled that same evening, from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 
(B) AREA HISTORICAL GROUP MEETING REPORT 

Roslyn Yerman brought up Cheryl Suiter’s September 19th email report 
following the last group meeting.  She updated the group on the status of 
Facebook access.   

 
(C) HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

Information on frameless photo hanging from the Area Historical Group 
Meeting Report was brought up for discussion, which the item ultimately 
tabled, given Cheryl Suiter’s absence.      

         
 



 
(D)  HERITAGE ROOMS – HISTORICAL LESSONS FOR SCHOOLS AND         

      SCOUTS  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Margene Scott shared a brochure from the Troy Historical 
Museum.  The plan still calls for the subcommittee identified at the July 
9th meeting to meet on this item. 
 
School visits were also discussed, with transportation remaining an issue. 
 
At the request of the group, Roslyn Yerman agreed to contact Lee 
Feldman at the Senior Center to inquire about the possibility of another 
senior visit, no earlier than April 2010. 

 
(E)       GEORGE “THE ANIMAL” STEELE DISPLAY 

Roslyn Yerman shared that her attempt at a connection had been 
unsuccessful to date.  Mayor Pro Tem Scott offered to make an attempt.  
Barbara Geralds took the opportunity to share a contact with Gary Godard, 
former Parade Coordinator, who had Marauder uniform, and other 
donation items.  Roslyn Yerman shared the photo and biographical 
information on the late Harold Nowak that was provided at Mayor Pro 
Tem Scott’s request, with the assistance of Community Development 
Director Jim Schafer and City Engineer Tim Germain. 

 
(F)       “LITTLE BROWN JUG” AND GARY VETTORI CONTACT 

Mayor Pro Tem Scott indicated that she’d had no further word from Gary 
Vettori, and the item was tabled for the time being. 

 
(G)   FAMILY HISTORIES 

Cheryl Suiter’s recommendation of the ongoing compilation of family 
histories in individual binders was further discussed.   

 
(H)       CAMPAIGN LITERATURE 

Discussion continued from the July meeting on the display of campaign 
literature, especially with an election coming up.  After much discussion, 
Tony Bliss made a motion that campaign literature must be at least five 
years old to be displayed and that candidate information should be covered 
during elections.  There was a second from Barbara Geralds and the 
motion passed unanimously.   

 
(I) STORAGE ISSUES 

Roslyn Yerman indicated that she and Connie Schmelzle would follow up on 
calls to other historical museums to identify their storage practices.   

 
 

 



 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 

(A) ROOMS ‘ SCHEDULE 
Roslyn Yerman shared copies of the latest schedule distributed by Dolly 
Ferries.  Members volunteered to fill some of the vacant dates.   

 
(B) ELECTION DAY COVERAGE 

Mayor Pro Tem Scott’s recommendation of having the rooms open again 
on Election Day was discussed, and the portion of the minutes from the 
meeting of October 15, 2008 discussing plans from last year were 
reviewed.  Roslyn Yerman stated that she would contact the school for 
permission again this year, after which preparations could formerly begin.   

 
Roslyn Yerman also indicated that she would follow up on a request to use 
lockers adjacent to the rooms for storage purposes.  Tony Bliss brought up 
the inclusion of displays by various community groups, and it was decided 
to begin with the Knights of Columbus, the Lion’s Club, and the Kiwanis.  
Roslyn Yerman volunteered to contact Dan Jones on behalf of the Lion’s, 
and Justin Suarez will contact Councilman Brian Hartwell on behalf of the 
Kiwanis.  Tony Bliss will be responsible for the Knights of Columbus.   
 
Robert Scheere noted the need for additional Lamphere yearbooks and 
will looking into acquiring missing volumes.  Finally, Mayor Pro Tem 
Scott spoke to signage, and to the acquisition of a new potbelly stove from 
the Hardesty property, before it’s torn down.  

  
 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was tentatively scheduled for Thursday, January 14th, at 6:30 
p.m. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Roslyn Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library 
Acting Secretary – Madison Heights Historical Commission 
 
 
 
 



 
MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

January 14, 2010 
 

                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Dolly Ferries   Mayor Pro Tem Margene Scott  

Barbara Geralds  Justin Suarez 
Stacey Karwoski  Cheryl Suiter 

  Martha Kehoe      Jerry Van Sice 
Mary Merkel   Roslyn Yerman 
Connie Schmelzle         

 
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Lila Richards 
  Barbara Lundin  Robert Scheere 
  Sue Price     
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  October 15, 2009 

 The minutes of the October 15, 2009 meeting were approved by Martha Kehoe 
and seconded by Barbara Geralds. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
City Manager Jon R. Austin was the speaker at the November meeting, 
and focused on the economic challenges specific to Madison Heights with 
his financial outlook presentation.   

 
(B) AREA HISTORICAL GROUP MEETING REPORT 

Cheryl Suiter provided the report on photo display that was tabled with her 
absence at the October meeting.  She spoke about the use of foamcore 
board to create collages that can either be mounted, or set on pedestals.  
Cheryl also shared the practice of recording a rooms’ tour that visitors 
could access on various electronic devices in order to tour the rooms on 
their own.  Discussion continued on the usefulness of Facebook.   

 
(C) HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

See above.   
 
 
 
 
 



(D)  HERITAGE ROOMS – HISTORICAL LESSONS FOR SCHOOLS AND         
      SCOUTS  

 
Councilwoman Margene Scott stated that she is drafting a letter to go out 
to schools and scout groups encouraging visits to the schoolroom.  She 
observed that the elementary and middle schools in the Lamphere district 
have early release days that might accommodate such visits, and reminded 
the group that access to the rooms is only available until 4:00 p.m.   
 
Barbara Geralds, Martha Kehoe, and Jerry Van Sice will work with 
Margene on this project.  Margene is researching the scouting badge 
requirements in conjunction with scout troop visits.   

 
(E)       GEORGE “THE ANIMAL” STEELE DISPLAY 

Councilwoman Scott agreed to follow up on this item. 
 

(F)       “LITTLE BROWN JUG” AND GARY VETTORI CONTACT 
Councilwoman Margene Scott indicated that she’d had no further word 
from Gary Vettori, and the item was tabled for the time being. 

 
(G)   FAMILY HISTORIES 

Cheryl Suiter’s recommendation of the ongoing compilation of family 
histories in individual binders was further discussed.   

 
(H)       ELECTION DAY COVERAGE – WRAP UP 

32 people visited the Heritage Rooms during the last election.  Dolly and 
Councilwoman Margene Scott expressed a willingness to work during the 
upcoming November election.  It was decided that a sign up sheet would 
be circulated at the April meeting for additional volunteers.   

 
(I)     STORAGE ISSUES 

As discussed earlier meetings, given space limitations, consideration has 
to be given as to what is considered historical.  Connie Schmelzle shared 
research she had done on the practices of area museums.  Roslyn Yerman 
reminded the group that the majority of the lockers were available for use. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
(A) LAURENCE DECKER DISPLAY 

Councilwoman Margene Scott spoke about Laurence Decker, a teacher, 
principal, and superintendent during his 32-year career in Madison 
Heights.  Mr. Decker passed away on December 21,2009 at the age of 79.  
Margene indicated that his family was going through his belongings, and 
supported the display. 

 
 
 



(B) ROOMS SCHEDULE 
  The schedule was rotated and mostly completed.  
 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was tentatively scheduled for Thursday, April 22, 2010. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn Yerman 
Secretary       Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
October 14, 2010 

 
                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Stacey Karwoski  Councilwoman Margene Scott   
  Andy McGillivray   Justin Suarez     
  Mary Merkel   Cheryl Suiter 

Lila Richards    Jerry Van Sice 
Connie Schmelzle   

           
 
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Martha Kehoe 
  Dolly Ferries   Sue Price 
  Barbara Geralds  Roslyn Yerman 
 
ABSENT: Robert Scheere     
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Councilwoman Margene Scott. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  April 22, 2010 

An amendment was made based on the attendance of pre-scheduled meeting to 
be changed to October 14th.  Jerry Van Sice then approved the minutes of the 
April 22, 2010 meeting with a second by Lila Richards.  

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 
Cheryl Suiter gave Councilwoman Scott the Historical Commission’s 
flash drive which contained scanned Library photos of Madison Heights 
photos which are appropriate for each building.  Margene will adjust and 
print the photos that we can construct the photo displays once she has 
finished them.   

 
(B) ELECTION DAY OPEN HOUSE 

Councilwoman Scott stated that the first time we did this Museum had 
about 30 visitors so we will try it again.  The Heritage Rooms will be open 
from 12-8 pm on November 2, 2010.  Coffee will be served all day.  
Margene will bring a coffee pot.   

 
(C) LAURENCE DECKER DISPLAY DEDICATION 

Connie Schmelzle will make the presentation and will provide an agenda 
for it.  Connie will speak first, then John Decker, son of Laurence, then 



Councilwoman Scott will speak about his involvement in the Rotary Club.  
It was discussed that we will place a sheet over the display and remove it 
for the presentation.  Connie thinks the presentation will take about 15-20 
minutes and is expecting family members and people from her church.  
The necessity of chairs was brought up but it was decided that we would 
gather chairs from the room and most of the audience will be standing.  
Connie Schmelzle and Lila Richards will bring a cake that will be cut by 
Justin Suarez after the presentation. 
 
A discussion took place on whether a microphone is necessary.  Andy 
McGillivray suggested that the City has one and Connie will ask Jenny 
Martin about obtaining it. 
 
The question came up as to whether there is anyone from the Madison 
School District who would like to speak, and Connie will ask Joan Decker 
if she knows of anyone.  Councilwoman Scott will print a half sheet 
handout with a photo and short bio of Laurence Decker.  Margene also 
suggested placing Donations Gratefully Accepted signs about the rooms 
during the presentation.   
 
Connie Schmelzle also raised the question of fundraisers, including bake 
sales at local stores such as Hollywood Market and Lamphere’s Christmas 
Concerts.  Connie will check in with Jon Austin about the feasibility of 
these or fundraisers at Big Boy or CiCi’s Pizza  
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(A) ROOMS’ SCHEDULE THROUGH THE SCHOOL YEAR 

A Master Schedule was passed around the room to fill out.  Some 
Commission members did not know their schedule and will call Roslyn 
Yerman to fill it in.   

 
(B) BY APPOINTMENT PROCEDURE 

A list of people available at the last minute was compiled for Roslyn 
Yerman to call for last minute appointments.  It includes Mary Merkle, 
Justin Suarez, Stacey Karwoski, Councilwoman Margene Scott, and 
Connie Schmelzle.  It was repeated that the keys are in the locker and the 
combination was shared.   

 
(C) CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE 

It was brought up that the camera security was not working properly.  We 
will follow up with Jon Austin and Roslyn Yerman.  It was decided that 
when you are working in the rooms you should straighten up.  Major 
cleaning should be done at least twice a year.  When you’re in the rooms, 
mop up and if you notice dust and are unable to do it yourself, then leave a 
note on the sign in page so someone will do it.   



(D) CHANGE IN PRINCIPALS AT SCHOENHALS 
Christian Morales has left the school to go to Madison High School as 
their new principal.  The new principal at the Community High School is 
Leslie Renne-Kegebein. 

 
(E) MADISON HEIGHTS SPORTS DISPLAY SHELVES 

The shelves are looking bare.  If anyone has local sports photos or gear - 
please bring it in to fill the shelves.  When Connie Schmelzle speaks with 
Jenny Martin, she will ask her if there is anything at Parks and Rec to 
share with us.  Connie stated that Bernie Gonzales was in the Olympics 
and she will try to contact them about a donation.  There was a discussion 
of famous athletes from Madison Heights and possibly composing a list of 
them to place in the rooms.   

 
(F) A discussion of biographies in the rooms was brought up.  Connie    

Schmelzle will ask Jon Austin if there are any legalities concerning public 
info and whether we can use them. 

 
(G) PROGRAMMING 

Programming events were discussed.  It was determined that although we 
would welcome speakers, they must be free because of budget.  If anyone 
could find free speakers, we would plan a program for them.  The Wall of 
Heroes was discussed.  It is currently in City Hall and will remain there 
for now.  Creating a book of famous people from Madison Heights was 
discussed, and may be a future project to work on.  Jon Austin attended a 
recent seminar with Councilwoman Scott and she thinks he may advocate 
a Facebook Page for the City.  Further information is needed.  
Councilwoman Scott made a report on the Oakland Township visit.  They 
were very impressed with our Museum and gave us $51 in donations.   

 
(G) Two people have volunteered to do oral histories for us.  Andy 

McGillivray stated that he believes they should be videotaped as well as 
recorded.  He has a camera and microphone and volunteered to use them if 
someone will do the interviews.  Connie Schmelzle will look to see if she 
has a list of questions developed for the last histories.  

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

Stacey Karwoski suggested that we need a new group photo with current 
Commission Member’s names included.  A tentative date of December 6th at 6:30 
p.m. was chosen and will also serve as a holiday socializing party.  Andy 
McGillivray will check into using the Nature Center for it.  The Breckenridge 
Room at the Library was also suggested as a back up.  Everyone will be asked to 
bring a snack for refreshments.  Councilwoman Scott (or husband Jack) will take 
the photo.   
 



Our next official meeting is tentatively set for Wednesday, January 26, 2011, 
pending room availability.   
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Cheryl Suiter 
Acting Secretary 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  
 
 



 
 

MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
October 14, 2010 

 
                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Stacey Karwoski  Councilwoman Margene Scott   
  Andy McGillivray   Justin Suarez     
  Mary Merkel   Cheryl Suiter 

Lila Richards    Jerry Van Sice 
Connie Schmelzle   

           
 
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Martha Kehoe 
  Dolly Ferries   Sue Price 
  Barbara Geralds  Roslyn Yerman 
 
ABSENT: Robert Scheere     
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Councilwoman Margene Scott. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  April 22, 2010 

An amendment was made based on the attendance of pre-scheduled meeting to 
be changed to October 14th.  Jerry Van Sice then approved the minutes of the 
April 22, 2010 meeting with a second by Lila Richards.  

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS   

(A) HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 
Cheryl Suiter gave Councilwoman Scott the Historical Commission’s 
flash drive which contained scanned Library photos of Madison Heights 
photos which are appropriate for each building.  Margene will adjust and 
print the photos that we can construct the photo displays once she has 
finished them.   

 
(B) ELECTION DAY OPEN HOUSE 

Councilwoman Scott stated that the first time we did this Museum had 
about 30 visitors so we will try it again.  The Heritage Rooms will be open 
from 12-8 pm on November 2, 2010.  Coffee will be served all day.  
Margene will bring a coffee pot.   

 
(C) LAURENCE DECKER DISPLAY DEDICATION 

Connie Schmelzle will make the presentation and will provide an agenda 
for it.  Connie will speak first, then John Decker, son of Laurence, then 



Councilwoman Scott will speak about his involvement in the Rotary Club.  
It was discussed that we will place a sheet over the display and remove it 
for the presentation.  Connie thinks the presentation will take about 15-20 
minutes and is expecting family members and people from her church.  
The necessity of chairs was brought up but it was decided that we would 
gather chairs from the room and most of the audience will be standing.  
Connie Schmelzle and Lila Richards will bring a cake that will be cut by 
Justin Suarez after the presentation. 
 
A discussion took place on whether a microphone is necessary.  Andy 
McGillivray suggested that the City has one and Connie will ask Jenny 
Martin about obtaining it. 
 
The question came up as to whether there is anyone from the Madison 
School District who would like to speak, and Connie will ask Joan Decker 
if she knows of anyone.  Councilwoman Scott will print a half sheet 
handout with a photo and short bio of Laurence Decker.  Margene also 
suggested placing Donations Gratefully Accepted signs about the rooms 
during the presentation.   
 
Connie Schmelzle also raised the question of fundraisers, including bake 
sales at local stores such as Hollywood Market and Lamphere’s Christmas 
Concerts.  Connie will check in with Jon Austin about the feasibility of 
these or fundraisers at Big Boy or CiCi’s Pizza  
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(A) ROOMS’ SCHEDULE THROUGH THE SCHOOL YEAR 

A Master Schedule was passed around the room to fill out.  Some 
Commission members did not know their schedule and will call Roslyn 
Yerman to fill it in.   

 
(B) BY APPOINTMENT PROCEDURE 

A list of people available at the last minute was compiled for Roslyn 
Yerman to call for last minute appointments.  It includes Mary Merkle, 
Justin Suarez, Stacey Karwoski, Councilwoman Margene Scott, and 
Connie Schmelzle.  It was repeated that the keys are in the locker and the 
combination was shared.   

 
(C) CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE 

It was brought up that the camera security was not working properly.  We 
will follow up with Jon Austin and Roslyn Yerman.  It was decided that 
when you are working in the rooms you should straighten up.  Major 
cleaning should be done at least twice a year.  When you’re in the rooms, 
mop up and if you notice dust and are unable to do it yourself, then leave a 
note on the sign in page so someone will do it.   



(D) CHANGE IN PRINCIPALS AT SCHOENHALS 
Christian Morales has left the school to go to Madison High School as 
their new principal.  The new principal at the Community High School is 
Leslie Renne-Kegebein. 

 
(E) MADISON HEIGHTS SPORTS DISPLAY SHELVES 

The shelves are looking bare.  If anyone has local sports photos or gear - 
please bring it in to fill the shelves.  When Connie Schmelzle speaks with 
Jenny Martin, she will ask her if there is anything at Parks and Rec to 
share with us.  Connie stated that Bernie Gonzales was in the Olympics 
and she will try to contact them about a donation.  There was a discussion 
of famous athletes from Madison Heights and possibly composing a list of 
them to place in the rooms.   

 
(F) A discussion of biographies in the rooms was brought up.  Connie    

Schmelzle will ask Jon Austin if there are any legalities concerning public 
info and whether we can use them. 

 
(G) PROGRAMMING 

Programming events were discussed.  It was determined that although we 
would welcome speakers, they must be free because of budget.  If anyone 
could find free speakers, we would plan a program for them.  The Wall of 
Heroes was discussed.  It is currently in City Hall and will remain there 
for now.  Creating a book of famous people from Madison Heights was 
discussed, and may be a future project to work on.  Jon Austin attended a 
recent seminar with Councilwoman Scott and she thinks he may advocate 
a Facebook Page for the City.  Further information is needed.  
Councilwoman Scott made a report on the Oakland Township visit.  They 
were very impressed with our Museum and gave us $51 in donations.   

 
(G) Two people have volunteered to do oral histories for us.  Andy 

McGillivray stated that he believes they should be videotaped as well as 
recorded.  He has a camera and microphone and volunteered to use them if 
someone will do the interviews.  Connie Schmelzle will look to see if she 
has a list of questions developed for the last histories.  

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

Stacey Karwoski suggested that we need a new group photo with current 
Commission Member’s names included.  A tentative date of December 6th at 6:30 
p.m. was chosen and will also serve as a holiday socializing party.  Andy 
McGillivray will check into using the Nature Center for it.  The Breckenridge 
Room at the Library was also suggested as a back up.  Everyone will be asked to 
bring a snack for refreshments.  Councilwoman Scott (or husband Jack) will take 
the photo.   
 



Our next official meeting is tentatively set for Wednesday, January 26, 2011, 
pending room availability.   
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Cheryl Suiter 
Acting Secretary 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  
 
 



 
 

MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
January 26, 2011 

 
                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Tony Bliss   Connie Schmelzle  
  Dolly Ferries   Councilwoman Margene Scott  
  Barbara Geralds  Justin Suarez 

Martha Kehoe   Cheryl Suiter 
Mary Merkel   Jerry Van Sice 
Lila Richards   Roslyn Yerman 
Robert Scheere   

           
 
EXCUSED: Andy McGillivray  Sue Price 
  Stacey Karwoski    
 
     
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  October 14, 2010  

Several spelling errors were noted.  Lila Richards made a motion to approve the 
minutes of the October 14, 2010 meeting as corrected, with a second by 
Councilwoman Margene Scott. 

 
IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

(A) HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 
Cheryl Suiter and Roslyn Yerman pulled representative photos of City 
buildings from the Historical Collection which Cheryl then scanned. 
Councilwoman Scott is in the processing of printing the photos for best 
use in the building collages.  Collage locations were discussed, with the 
hallway leading into the Council chambers and the Council Chambers.  
Groupings by Councils, buildings, and individuals have been identified.  
Councilwoman Scott also suggested that brochure holders be mounted 
next to the collages so that information about the Heritage Rooms is 
available when the photos are viewed.  Roslyn Yerman will provide an 
update to City staff. 
 
On the subject of brochures, Connie Schmelzle reminded members of the 
importance of taking brochures to other attended meetings.  She indicated 
that she has taken them to several meetings herself, and gotten a good 



reception.  Further discussion on promotion included a cable presence, and 
publicity through Lamphere High School.  Barbara Geralds will make a 
contact there. 

 
(B) ROOMS’ SCHEDULE 

The 2011 scheduled was routed to fill in the remaining open slots, with the 
majority of dates addressed.   
 

(C) BY APPPOINTMENT PROCEDURE 
The procedure was finessed. 

 
 (D) ORAL HISTORIES 

Candidates for oral history remain, and members were reminded of Andy 
McGillivray’s recommendation that the session be videotaped. 

 
 (E) SPORTS DISPLAYS 

The sports night planned for election night, May 3, 2011 was discussed.  
Connie Schmelzle will chair the event, and will work with a subcommittee 
to plan it.  A number of members expressed interest in working on this 
project.  Recording these programs for future use was discussed.   
 
She has composed a letter to Coach Bernie Gonzales, congratulating him 
on his induction into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame, and asking him 
for donations for the collection, as well as his participation.  Other sports 
figures were discussed for inclusion, such as former Lion Ken Dallafior, 
former Madison Heights football coach Jerry Binkley. 
 
Tony Bliss suggested a sports wall, and also raised the possibility of using 
the first room adjacent to the General History Room.  He indicated that he 
had spoken to Terra Klennow, Madison Schools Superintendent about this 
possibility.  
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(A) Andy McGillivray suggested program – “Veterans History Project through 

the Library of Congress” was discussed.  A motion to have Andy explore 
the program and report back to the Commission was made by Barbara 
Geralds with a second by Councilwoman Margene Scott.   

 
(B) Lila Richards made a motion to honor Connie Schmelzle as Historian of 

the Year at the 2011 Community Round Table Awards Luncheon with a 
second by Tony Bliss.  Lila Richards will make the presentation and Bill 
and Dolly Ferries will create the certificate.   

 
 
 



VI. NEXT MEETING 
Our next official meeting is tentatively set for Thursday, April 21, 2011, pending   
room availability.   
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
 
 



 
 

MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
April 20, 2011 

 
                                                                                                                  
PRESENT: Dolly Ferries   Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Barbara Geralds  Justin Suarez     
  Andy McGillivray  Cheryl Suiter 

Mary Merkel   Jerry Van Sice 
Lila Richards   Roslyn Yerman 
Connie Schmelzle         

 
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Stacey Karwoski 
  Martha Kehoe   Sue Price 
    
       
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:20 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.   
  
III  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 26, 2011 

Several spelling errors were noted.  Lila Richards made a motion to approve the 
minutes of the January 26, 2011 meeting as corrected, with a second by 
Councilwoman Margene Scott. 

 
IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

(A) SPORTS HEROES EVENT 
The May 3rd event was discussed.  The Daily Tribune will run an article.  
Councilwoman Scott will open and close the event.  Mayor Swanson will 
offer remarks.  Justin Suarez will serve as the Master of Ceremonies, and 
handle some of the introductions.  In addition: 
 
Jim Evans will introduce Jim Myers (George the Animal Steele) 
Monte Geralds will introduce Bernie Gonzalez. 
City Manager Jon R. Austin will introduce Ken Dallafior. 
John Pastula will introduce Jerry Binkley. 
Russ MacKenzie will present tributes to Pat Peake and Shawn Penn. 
 
Oakland County Commissioner Gary McGillivray will handle the 50th 
anniversary of Little Baseball.   
 
Grady Alderman needs an introduction.  Justin Suarez was suggested.  
 



The hope is that these sports displays will be ongoing.  There was 
discussion on the items that have been collected to date.  Volunteers for 
the event were discussed.  Roslyn Yerman reminded members of the need 
for background checks ahead of May 3rd. 
 
The Sports Heroes Event will be held in the school’s multi purpose room.  
Cheryl Suiter displayed the beautiful banner she created for autographs, 
which each sports figure will sign upon finishing his remarks.   
 
Presenters will escort the sports figures into the room from 6:00 – 6:30, 
and they will be seated in facing the audience.  Connie Schmelzle will be 
providing tables, chairs, and tablecloths from her church.  Jenny Martin 
will bring the microphone and speakers to the school at 1:30 that 
afternoon. 
 
Balloon decorations were discussed, but it was decided that it would be 
too difficult to manage.  Connie will at the rooms on Monday, May 2nd, 
and could use assistance then.  Refreshments will be of the stadium 
variety, small packets of snack items and juice boxes.  A sign in book 
should be available that evening.   
 
Advertising was discussed.  Roslyn Yerman will handle inclusion on the 
City’s electronic message board.  Jeanne Towar of the Daily Tribune and 
Andy Kozlowski of the Madison-Park News will be contacted.  Bernie 
Gonzales is spreading the word to family and friends.  He has a friend 
creating address labels for him.  The Wolverines distributed flyers to their 
players and parents.  Inclusion on the local news stations was discussed, 
and to the Senior Play (Hairspray).   
 
Councilwoman Scott has purchased a George the Animal Steele figurine 
for use at the event and then for display in the rooms.  Copyright issues 
were discussed with regarding the showing of DVD’s.  

 
(B) HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

Councilwoman Scott shared numerous photos printed to date.  They will 
have to be enhanced, with colors clarified and enlargements done ahead of 
Cheryl Suiter creating the displays.  Roslyn Yerman will provide an 
update to City staff as this item has become a Council Meeting 
assignment.  
 

(C) VETERAN’S PROJECT 
The Royal Oak Historical Society is participating in the Veteran’s Project.  
Andy McGillivray suggested partnering with them.  Other cities in the 
area are also participating in this project.  Sander Levin’s office has agreed 
to subsidize postage.  Three copies of each interview are requested – one 



for the Library of Congress, one for the veteran being interviewed, and 
one for the organization doing the interview.   
 
Roslyn Yerman reminded members of the need to be constant with oral 
histories of City residents too.  Councilwoman Scott stated that she would 
like to plan a November display in honor of Veteran’s Day, but would not 
be available to assist with its creation.   

 
(D) COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE ANNUAL AWARDS LUNCHEON 

Connie Schmelzle will be our “Historian of the Year.”  Bill Ferries will 
make the certificate. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(A) FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY REQUEST 

Rick Lewis and Verna Warren have made a request on behalf of the 
Family Coalition.  The Coalition is raising funds for the repairs needed on 
the bronze eagle in front of Madison High School.  $4,000 is needed.  It 
was decided that the request would be approved only if a Coalition 
representative or someone from the high school agrees to monitor the 
canister that evening. 

 
(B) CREATION OF WISH LIST 

Councilwoman Scott recommended the creation of a wish list to identify 
items for the Heritage Rooms to be used in conjunction with physical 
donations and monetary donations. 

 
Councilwoman Scott reported that the both room clocks are now accurate, as her 
husband has replaced the batteries.  Mary Merkel and Cheryl Suiter will be in the 
rooms on April 21st.  Councilwoman Scott and Connie Schmelzle will be there 
also, taking out the current displays and beginning those for the Sports Heroes 
event. 
 
Cheryl Suiter attended an Oakland County Historical Society Group Meeting. She 
recommended promoting the event on the County Facebook site. 
 
Jerry Van Sice announced a May 1st pancake breakfast from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
at the Madison Heights Senior Center benefitting the Memorial Day Parade. 

 
 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The meeting date will be set after May 3rd. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 



 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
 
 



                                        MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
                                                                      January 18, 2012 
 
PRESENT: Tony Bliss    Connie Schmelzle 
   Dolly Ferries    Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Barbara Geralds   Justin Suarez 
  Martha Kehoe    Cheryl Suiter                       
  Andy McGillivray   Jerry Van Sice 
  Mary Merkel    Roslyn Yerman 
  Sue Price     
 
EXCUSED: Lila Richards   
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL  
 See Above 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 18, 2011 

Barb Geralds indicated that her name should be removed from the Little League 
Football Committee.  Cheryl Suiter made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
October 18, 2011 meeting as corrected, with a second by Martha Kehoe.   

 
IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

(A)    HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS    
It was suggested that some of the photos being collected for the Arcadia 
Book project would be a good tie in to this item.   

 
(B)       VETERAN’S HISTORY PROJECT 

The project was tabled.   
 

(C)       HERITAGE ROOM ITEM LOAN 
Justin Suarez created a form for use when an item is borrowed.  Roslyn 
Yerman recommended a week to two weeks as a loan period.  It was 
recommended that a Driver’s License number be included on the form, 
and that a duplicate be maintained in the rooms.  New room acquisitions 
should also be documented. 

 
(D)       JOINT MEETING WITH ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Martha Kehoe reported that Muriel Versagi advised her that Commission 
members are welcome to visit the Royal Oak Historical Museum any day 
but Saturday, and the museum will be opened for the visit.  Martha will 
coordinate a date for a group visit, and identify how volunteers are used. 

 
 



 (E) LITTLE FOOTBALL LEAGUE SPORTS DISPLAY EVENT 
  It was decided to cancel the event. 
 
 (F) OLD TIME RADIO BROADCASTS 

Tony Bliss suggested that we purchase a CD/Cassette Player, and have it 
playing for visitors to the Heritage Rooms. 

 
 (G) DONATIONS 
  NEW ACQUISTIONS 

Mary Merkel brought in a framed copy of a 1932 article about prohibition 
being repealed. 
 
MONETARY DONATIONS AND SALE ITEMS 
Members were reminded that all Commission members should be alerted 
to the physical or monetary donations, and that both should be 
documented.  A form for this purpose should be developed and made 
available for use.  There is a lock box for monetary donations, along with 
a receipt book.   

 
 (H) ROOMS’ SCHEDULE 

Councilwoman Scott recommended establishing a standard for the amount 
of time each Commission member should volunteer.  The use of outside 
volunteers was again discussed, and Roslyn Yerman reminded the group 
that these individuals would need to be cleared through the City by way of 
a background check.  Mary Merkel is in the rooms on a regular basis, but 
the rest of the scheduled needs to be fleshed out.  The schedule was 
circulated for member input.   

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 

(A) MEMORIALS 
Methods of honoring the memory of noted City residents were discussed.  
Scrapbooks and plaques were two of the methods identified. 
 

 (B) ARCADIA PUBLICATION 
This project was introduced to the Commission and general discussion 
took place.  The Commission will serve as the author of the publication.  
Mary Merkel was identified as a source of history; other identified 
possibilities included the Hartwell, McGillivray, and Pulice families.  
Councilwoman Scott will chair the project, with assistance from Roslyn 
Yerman and the rest of the Commission.  Martha Kehoe made a motion 
with a second by Dolly Ferries that the Historical Commission move 
forward with the Arcadia project. 

 
 
VI.        NEXT MEETING 
  The next meeting will be held on April 18, 2012. 



 
VII.  ADJOURNMENT  
  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
                              



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
JANUARY 16, 2013 

 
PRESENT: Dolly Ferries    Connie Schmelzle 
   Barbara Geralds   Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Andy McGillivray   Justin Suarez    
  Mary Merkel               Cheryl Suiter                
  Sue Price    Jerry Van Sice 
  Lila Richards    Roslyn Yerman   
  
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss    Martha Kehoe 
GUESTS: Joy Davids    Sue Hendricksen 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL  
 See Above 
 
III.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 17, 2012  
 
IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 
          This project is on hold pending completion of the Arcadia book. 
 

B.       VETERANS HISTORY PROJECT 
Andy McGillivray reported that this project is on hold. 

 
C.      ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL COMMISISON MEETING 

This item was tabled in Martha Kehoe’s absence.   
 

D.      COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPORT 
Connie Schmelzle shared the program from this morning’s Community   
Round Table General Meeting.  Lion’s Club Chair of Michigan Kay Furby 
spoke on KidSight, the vision-screening program for children six months to 
adult.  The process was demonstrated with Rick Lewis.  Discussion also 
took place on a 2013 Historian of the Year.   

 
E.       DONATIONS 

• NEW ACQUISTIONS 
Councilwoman Scott reported that the possible long missing bell 
Kendall School bell had been located in the basement of City 
resident Wayne Reif.  This item is considered a true find, and will 
be donated to the Heritage Rooms.   

 
 



• MONETARY DONATIONS 
Roslyn Yerman reminded Commission members that expenses for 
the Arcadia book were coming from the Historical Collection 
Escrow Account and the Library’s Office Supply Account, until 
royalty funds are available to reimburse these accounts.   

• SALE ITEMS 
 
F. ROOMS SCHEDULE 

The schedule began circulation at the start of the meeting, in an effort to 
complete coverage through the 2013-13 school year. 

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A. ARCADIA PUBLICATION 
Work on this project continues.  The response to the December last push 
was shared with Commission members.  A possible extension was shared, 
given that the Author Guidelines and Layout Planner were not received in 
a timely fashion.  Councilwoman Scott continues to work on pictures, now 
that the formatting issue has been addressed with the editor.   
 
Guest Joy Davids shared the publication, From Italy with Love.   

 
VI.       NEXT MEETING 

The third Wednesday meeting date has not proven to work for all members, so it 
was decided to switch to the fourth Wednesday of the month with the April 
meeting in hopes that it will work for everyone.  A return to the 7:00 start time 
was also recommended.   
 
The next meeting will be held on April 24, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  

 
VII.  ADJOURNMENT  
  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library                
      



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
OCTOBER 23, 2013  

 
PRESENT: Tony Bliss                       Connie Schmelzle 
  Joy Davids            Councilwoman Margene Scott 
                        Dolly Ferries            Cheryl Suiter 
                        Martha Kehoe                       Jerry Van Sice                      
                        Mary Merkel                       Roslyn Yerman  
             Lila Richards                         
                                                                
EXCUSED: Justin Suarez 
ABSENT:   Andy McGillivray 
GUEST:   Jessie Giszczak 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:50 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
 See Above.  Martha Kehoe introduced Jessie Giszczak. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – APRIL 24 2013 
 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 A. HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 
  With the draft of the Arcadia book submitted, Cheryl Suiter will meet with 
  Margene Scott to discuss the selection of photos for the collages. 
  
 B. VETERAN'S HISTORY PROJECT 

There was no report in Andy McGillivray's absence. 
 
 C. ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 
  Martha Kehoe reported that no meeting has been scheduled at this time.   
 

D. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
Connie Schmelzle and Lila Richards will continue to represent the 
Historical Commission on the Community Round Table.  The October 
General Meeting served as the Meet the Candidates event.  There was no 
microphone, which made hearing the candidates difficult.  Margene Scott 
shared her contribution of a historically themed question.   
 
 
 
 
 



E. DONATIONS 
• NEW ACQUISITIONS 
• MONETARY DONATIONS 
• SALE ITEMS 

  
  Margene Scott shared material received in researching the Arcadia title. 
   

F. ARCADIA PUBLICATION 
The February 3, 2014 publication date of the book was announced. 
 

G. ROOMS SCHEDULE 
The schedule was circulated at the start of the meeting and the rooms were 
scheduled through January ahead of the next meeting.   

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS. 

  
B. ELECTION DAY 
 A schedule for coverage was established as well as a refreshment list.  

Margene Scott will send both out to the membership and Roslyn Yerman 
will update Justin Suarez and Andy McGillivray. 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 
 Discussion took place with regard to the need for meetings to be held in a 
 location with accessibility to the public.  Roslyn Yerman will confirm with the 
 City Clerk.  Considered options were a late night at the library, or staying with 
 Wednesday night, but in another City building. 
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 9:50 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
      
 

 
 
  
   



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
OCTOBER 23, 2013  

 
PRESENT: Tony Bliss                       Connie Schmelzle 
  Joy Davids            Councilwoman Margene Scott 
                        Dolly Ferries            Cheryl Suiter 
                        Martha Kehoe                       Jerry Van Sice                      
                        Mary Merkel                       Roslyn Yerman  
             Lila Richards                         
                                                                
EXCUSED: Justin Suarez 
ABSENT:   Andy McGillivray 
GUEST:   Jessie Giszczak 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:50 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
 See Above.  Martha Kehoe introduced Jessie Giszczak. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – APRIL 24 2013 
 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 A. HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 
  With the draft of the Arcadia book submitted, Cheryl Suiter will meet with 
  Margene Scott to discuss the selection of photos for the collages. 
  
 B. VETERAN'S HISTORY PROJECT 

There was no report in Andy McGillivray's absence. 
 
 C. ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 
  Martha Kehoe reported that no meeting has been scheduled at this time.   
 

D. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
Connie Schmelzle and Lila Richards will continue to represent the 
Historical Commission on the Community Round Table.  The October 
General Meeting served as the Meet the Candidates event.  There was no 
microphone, which made hearing the candidates difficult.  Margene Scott 
shared her contribution of a historically themed question.   
 
 
 
 
 



E. DONATIONS 
• NEW ACQUISITIONS 
• MONETARY DONATIONS 
• SALE ITEMS 

  
  Margene Scott shared material received in researching the Arcadia title. 
   

F. ARCADIA PUBLICATION 
The February 3, 2014 publication date of the book was announced. 
 

G. ROOMS SCHEDULE 
The schedule was circulated at the start of the meeting and the rooms were 
scheduled through January ahead of the next meeting.   

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS. 

  
B. ELECTION DAY 
 A schedule for coverage was established as well as a refreshment list.  

Margene Scott will send both out to the membership and Roslyn Yerman 
will update Justin Suarez and Andy McGillivray. 

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 
 Discussion took place with regard to the need for meetings to be held in a 
 location with accessibility to the public.  Roslyn Yerman will confirm with the 
 City Clerk.  Considered options were a late night at the library, or staying with 
 Wednesday night, but in another City building. 
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 9:50 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
      
 

 
 
  
   



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
JANUARY 21, 2014 

 
PRESENT: Tony Bliss                       Lila Richards 
  Joy David            Connie Schmelzle 
                        Dolly Ferries            Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Bob Gettings            Justin Suarez 
                        Martha Kehoe                       Cheryl Suiter                      
                        Mary Merkel                       Roslyn Yerman                      
                                                                
EXCUSED: Jerry VanSice 
ABSENT:   Andy McGillivray 
             Jessie Giszezak 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:10 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
 See Above.  
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 23, 2013 

A motion to approve the minutes of the October 23, 2013 meeting was made by 
Martha Kehoe with a second by Lila Richards. 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 A. HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

Discussion took place on this outstanding assignment, and it was decided 
that Cheryl Suiter would meet with Margene Scott to identify appropriate 
collage photos.   

  
 B. VETERAN'S HISTORY PROJECT 

There was no report in Andy McGillivray's absence. 
 
 C. ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 
  Martha Kehoe reported that no meeting has been scheduled at this time.   
 

D. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
Connie Schmelzle focused her report on the January 22nd meeting at the 
library at 5:30 p.m. sponsored by Congressman Sander Levin on the 
Affordable Care Act, where people will receive assistance in enrolling for 
a plan.  A Family Coalition seminar on drug abuse was also announced 
from 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at Macomb Community College the same day.   
 
 



 
 
 

E. DONATIONS 
 NEW ACQUISITIONS 
 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

  
  No report.   
   

F. ARCADIA PUBLICATION 
Margene Scott and Roslyn Yerman reported on the upcoming Costco book 
signing for Images of America – Madison Heights on February 3rd.  
Presentations will also be made at a Chamber of Commerce After Hours 
Event and at the February Community Round Table Meeting.   
 

G. ROOMS’ SCHEDULE 
Dolly Ferries distributed a sign-up sheet for the remainder of the school 
year, and the schedule was successfully completed.  Dolly will mail or 
email the completed schedule to all members. 

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS. 

 Discussion took regarding the obituaries being clipped and copied from 
the Daily Tribune, as to whether it should be all obituaries, or just those of 
City residents.  Community Service Librarian Jane Haigh has been 
handling this task.  Margene Scott, Martha Kehoe, and Dolly Ferries also 
review their personal copies of the paper.  Martha Kehoe volunteered to 
help Jane Haigh with this project for the Commission.   

 
VI. NEXT MEETING 
 The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 29th, at 6:00 p.m. 
  
VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 7:30 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
      
 

 
 



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
APRIL 29, 2014 

 
PRESENT: Alyssa Bottrell           Lila Richards 
  Joy Davids            Councilwoman Margene Scott 
                        Dolly Ferries            Cheryl Suiter 
  Martha Kehoe            Jerry VanSice 
                        Mary Merkel                         Roslyn Yerman                    
                        Andy McGillivray                 
                                                                
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss                          Justin Suarez  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:05 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 
 See Above.  Alyssa Bottrell was welcomed to her first meeting. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JANUARY 21, 2014 

A motion to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2014 meeting was made by 
Cheryl Suiter with a second by Lila Richards. 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 A. HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

Councilwoman Scott recommended the Fire Department as the subject of 
the first collage, based on the number of available photos, and shared 
samples to be used.  Roslyn Yerman advised the group that the completion 
of a single collage will remove this item from the list of Council Meeting 
Assignments, and allow the rest to be completed at the group's leisure.   
 

 B. VETERAN'S HISTORY PROJECT 
Andy McGillivray advised that no meetings had been scheduled for joint 
southeast Oakland County component of this project.   

 
 C. ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 
  Martha Kehoe reported that no meeting has been scheduled at this time.   
 

D. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
Lila Richards provided the report.  Discussion took place on Historical 
Commission representation for the 2014-15 year beginning in September, 
particularly with Connie Schmelzle's move to Florida.  It was decided that 
either Joy Davids or Mary Merkel will serve as the alternate.  The group 
was reminded that this decision should be made at the April meeting.   
 
 



AWARDS LUNCHEON 
Members were advised that long time Firefighter Tim Kennedy would be 
the 2014 Historian of the Year for his efforts as Fire Department historian.  
Joy Davids will also attend the luncheon as a guest.   
 

E. DONATIONS 
 NEW ACQUISITIONS 

Councilwoman Scott shared the receipt of items acquired in the 
course of research for Arcadia's Images of America - Madison 
Heights. 
 

 MONETARY DONATIONS 
Roslyn Yerman stated that the cash on hand in the rooms had been 
deposited into the Historical Commission's Escrow Account as part 
of the packing efforts.  She  advised that proceeds from the sale of 
the book were also being deposited in this account.  However, the 
group was further advised that initial profits would be used to 
repay the City for the funds used to purchase the pre publication 
supply of advance copies.  Sales are being sold at the library and 
the Finance Counter, with over 100 copies having been sold in 
February and March, the first two months the book has been 
available.   
 

 SALE ITEMS 
   No Report 
 

F. ARCADIA PUBLICATION 
Councilwoman Scott reminded members that the book was available for 
sale at Barnes and Noble, Costco, and Walgreen's.  
 

 VI. OTHER BUSINESS. 
  A. HERITAGE ROOMS   

 Councilwoman Scott circulated two thank you cards for signatures 
 in appreciation of the help given in packing and moving the 
 contents of the rooms to the lower level of City Hall.  The rooms  
 will now be permanently call this location home, which will 
 provide easier access.  There will be an office, and additional file 
 cabinets and office furniture have become available.  There is an 
 abundance of wall space, with elevator, Internet, and phone access. 
 The need for a new brochure was also noted.  

 
  B. KENDALL SCHOOL 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
 Councilwoman Scott proposed a program to acknowledge this 
 anniversary in conjunction with the grand reopening of the rooms.  
 Teachers could be invited, along with Kendall family members. 
  



VI. NEXT MEETING 
 The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 28th, at 6:00 p.m. 
  
VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 7:20 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
    
   



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
OCTOBER 28, 2014 

 
PRESENT: Alyssa Bottrell           Lila Richards 
  Joy Davids            Councilwoman Margene Scott 
                        Dolly Ferries            Chery Suiter 
  Bob Gettings            Justin Suarez 
  Martha Kehoe            Roslyn Yerman 
                        Mary Merkel                                           
                                       
                                                                
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss                          Jerry Van Sice 
ABSENT:   Andy McGillivray 
GUESTS:   John and Jane Mills 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.  Joy Davids introduced her guests, John and Jane Mills, former City 
residents who have since returned to Madison Heights.  John was a former 
Constable and City Councilman.   

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – APRIL 29, 2014 

A motion to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2014 meeting was made by 
Martha Kehoe with a second by Lila Richards. 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 A. HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

The January Commission Meeting was identified as the deadline for the 
initial Fire Station collage.   
 

 B. VETERAN'S HISTORY PROJECT 
There was no report in Andy McGillivray’s absence.   

 
 C. ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 

Martha Kehoe reported that while she had not yet been in touch with the 
Royal Oak Commission, she would be visiting the Ferndale Commission 
the next day, and would share her visit with the group at the January 
Meeting.   

 
D. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 



Lila Richards will serve as representative on Round Table, and Joy Davids 
will serve as alternate.  Roslyn Yerman will process this renewal in 
conjunction with all of the City renewals.  

E. DONATIONS 
 NEW ACQUISITIONS 

Dr. Feldman, a foot doctor in Madison Heights, provided 
Councilwoman Margene Scott with a photo of him from the early 
1960’s.  The photo will go into the business section, with Margene 
noting the possibility of a professional collection.   
 
Roslyn Yerman shared the receipt of Madison Heights’ items from 
the Ferndale Commission, and Martha Kehoe is also in receipt of 
items for the museum.  Alyssa Bottrell has an orange juicer to 
donate for use in the craft done with visiting school groups.  
Individuals will hold onto their items until reconstruction of the 
new rooms is complete. 
 

 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

    
 

F. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 NEW LOCATION – STATUS 

Roslyn Yerman made a brief report on the status of construction 
work being done in the lower level of City Hall.  Councilwoman 
Scott spoke at greater length about options for the rooms, and it 
was decided that she would approach Deputy City Manager Jeff 
Mueller about the possibility of a Thursday afternoon visit on 
November 6th at 3:00 to offer additional input.   

 
 REPLACEMENT BROCHURE 

This item was tabled, given that it will need to include room 
photographs in the museum’s new location, which is currently on 
hold.   

 
G. KENDALL SCHOOL – 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

While it was hoped to hold this event in conjunction with the actual 2014 
anniversary, it too will remain on hold, with the event being recognized 
with the anticipated early 2015 reopening of the museum.   
 

 VI. OTHER BUSINESS. 
  HERITAGE ROOMS – RESTORATION EFFORTS 

There was discussion about what members could do while construction 
was underway.  Research into storage options and needed supplies was 
identified, with the group advised about the recent donation from the 
Madison Heights Intermediate Women’s Club.   



  
 
 
VI. NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 20, 2015, at 6:00 p.m.  April 
28th and October 27th were identified as the additional 2015 meeting dates.   

 
  
VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 7:30 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
    
   



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
JANUARY 20, 2015 

 
PRESENT: Tony Bliss            Lila Richards 
  Joy Davids            Councilwoman Margene Scott 
                        Dolly Ferries            Justin Suarez 
  Bob Gettings            Cheryl Suiter 
  Martha Kehoe            Marjorie Townsend 
                        Andy McGillivray                Roslyn Yerman                                 
                                       
                                                                
EXCUSED: Alyssa Bottrell             
ABSENT:   Mary Merkel 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:10 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.  Marjorie Townsend was welcomed to her first meeting as a member 
of the Historical Commission.   

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 28, 2014 

The minutes were corrected to reflect Bob Gettings’ attendance at the meeting.  A 
motion to approve the minutes of the October 28, 2014 meeting as corrected was 
made by Martha Kehoe with a second by Lila Richards. 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 A. HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

The January Commission Meeting had been identified as the deadline for 
the completion of the initial Fire Station collage.  Councilwoman Scott 
requested that Cheryl Suiter meet with her to discuss the selection of 
photos. 
 

 B. VETERAN'S HISTORY PROJECT 
Andy McGillivrary recommended that this project be tabled for now.   

 
 C. ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 

Martha Kehoe reported on her visit to the Ferndale Historical Museum, 
and stated that a meeting had not yet been scheduled with the Royal Oak 
Commission.   

 
D. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
 The next meeting on January 21, 2015 was announced.  
 



E. DONATIONS 
 NEW ACQUISITIONS 
 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

 
No report was given.   

    
 

F. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 RESTORIATION EFFORTS 

Commission members were reminded that the trailer was 
scheduled to be emptied soon.  Councilwoman Scott reported on 
the quality of the new schoolroom.  Early discussion took place on 
restoration efforts, given space constraints as the result of less 
available space than in the museum’s original location.  Cabinets 
and shelving were lost and will need to be replaced before much 
set up can be accomplished.  Andy McGillivray and Tony Bliss 
recommended that a wish list be created for desired items.  Ample 
outlets in each of the rooms were also recommended as a good 
idea.   

 
G. KENDALL SCHOOL – 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

As mentioned at the October 28th meeting, the 100th Anniversary 
celebration will be postponed and scheduled in conjunction with the grand 
reopening of the Heritage Rooms.  Councilwoman Scott that Julie Halpin 
McMillan, a Kendall family descendent was now living in Michigan 
again, and would be of help in the restoration efforts.   

 
VI.  OTHER BUSINESS 
  60TH ANNIVERSARY OF MADISON HEIGHTS  

Commission members were apprised of plans by the City to acknowledge 
the 60th anniversary of Madison Heights in 2015.  It was suggested that the 
Historical Commission might want to do a display when the rooms reopen, 
and further suggested that a trivia contest be established, comparable to 
one previously developed by Councilwoman Scott and Bob Gettings. 

 
VII.  NEXT MEETING 
  The next meeting will be held on April 28, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. 
  
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 



Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
    
   



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
APRIL 28, 2015 

 
PRESENT: Alyssa Bottrell           Mary Merkel 
  Joy Davids            Lila Richards 
                        Rita Dickel            Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Dolly Ferries            Cheryl Suiter 
  Martha Kehoe            Marjorie Townsend 
                        Andy McGillivray                Roslyn Yerman                                 
                                       
                                                                
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss            Justin Suarez 
  Bob Gettings 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.  Rita Dickel was welcomed to her first meeting as a member of the 
Historical Commission.   

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JANUARY 20, 2015  

A motion to approve the minutes of the January 20, 2015 meeting was made by 
Martha Kehoe with a second by Lila Richards. 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 A. HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

The Council Meeting assignment from April 26, 2010 remains 
outstanding. Councilwoman Scott indicates that she will work with Cheryl 
Suiter to complete it.  

 
 B. ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 

Martha Kehoe reported that the joint meeting will be on hold until after 
the Memorial Day Parade. 

 
C. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
 The annual awards luncheon will be held on May 20, 2015 with this year's  
 Historian of the Year, Andy McGillivray.   
 
D. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISITIONS 
 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

    



 
E. HERITAGE ROOMS - RESTORATION EFFORTS 
 An update was provided on restoration efforts to date.  The library and 
 office have been furnished and look good.  Additional furniture remains to 
 be ordered and installed.  Once that  happens, members will be able to 
 help file and set up material which is currently being organized on tables 
 and in boxes.   Lost material continues to be identified.  Security cameras 
 have been installed.  Commission members were invited to view progress 
 to date following the meeting. 

 
 
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
 A.   OAKLAND COUNTY HISTORICAL RESOURCES EVENT 
  Andy McGillivray attended.  Not applicable at this time. 
 
 B.        CITY'S 60TH ANNIVERSARY REQUESTS 
  Discussion took place on Then/Now photos for City Hall displays. 
 
VII.  NEXT MEETING 
  The next meeting will be held on October 27, 2015  at 6:00 p.m. 
  
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
    
   



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
OCTOBER 27, 2015 

 
PRESENT: Tony Bliss            Mary Merkel 
  Alyssa Bottrell           Lila Richards 
                        Joy Davids            Pat Ross 
  Rita Dickel            Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Dolly Ferries            Cheryl Suiter 
                        Martha Kehoe                       Marjorie Townsend                 
                        Andy McGillivray           Roslyn Yerman 
                                                                
ABSENT: Justin Suarez             
GUEST:   Michael Pietraszewski 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:06 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.  
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – April 28, 2015 

A motion to approve the minutes of the April 28, 2015 meeting was made by 
Martha Kehoe with a second by Lila Richards. 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 A. HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

Councilwoman Scott has been attempting to resolve the issue of poor 
quality prints of the photos she has on her machine.  This has been the 
obstacle in providing Cheryl Suiter with the photos for use in the Fire 
Station collage.  Alyssa Bottrell offered to help in saving photos to a flash 
drive, and printing them commercially.    

 
 B. ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 

No report.  
 

C. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
 The October 21st Meet the Candidates event was discussed.   
 
D. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISITIONS 
 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

 
No report was given.    



E.       HERITAGE ROOMS 
 RESTORATION EFFORTS 
 GRAND REOPENING PLANS 

    
Members discussed restoration efforts to date, along with reopening plans.  
Discussion took place about the possibility of holding the reopening on 
November 23rd, tree lighting day.  It was decided that even were the event 
to take place earlier in the day, and not in the evening, there would be just 
too much activity to make it a successful event.  Discussion took place 
instead about a January date in conjunction with the City’s January 17th 
incorporation date.  January 17th is a Sunday, and City offices are closed 
on January 18th, which is MLK Day.  January 19th was identified, 
recognizing the possible need of a snow date.  Roslyn Yerman will advise 
the City Manager about the Commission’s proposed plans.   

 
F. CITY'S 60TH ANNIVERSARY - THEN/NOW PHOTOS 

Roslyn Yerman questioned whether this item was still current, given that it 
was already late October.  Councilwoman Scott indicated that the City still 
wished to see it completed.   

 
VI.  OTHER BUSINESS 
 
VII.  NEXT MEETING – DETERMINE 2016 MEETING DATES 

The Commission identified January 26th, April 26th, and October 26th as 
2016 Historical Commission Meeting Dates. 

 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
    
   



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING  
DECEMBER 15, 2015 

 
PRESENT: Alyssa Bottrell           Lila Richards 
  Joy Davids            Councilwoman Margene Scott 
                        Rita Dickel            Justin Suarez 
  Martha Kehoe            Cheryl Suiter 
  Andy McGillivray           Marjorie Townsend 
                        Mary Merkel                         Roslyn Yerman 
                                                         
                                                                
ABSENT: Tony Bliss            Dolly Ferries 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.  
 
III. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
IV. OTHER BUSINESS 
 A. HERITAGE ROOMS - REOPENING 

Discussion of the painted floors took place, with the possibility of them 
representing a trip hazard.  Members like the look of the floors, and the 
consensus was that there no issues provided they are trimmed so as not to 
lay in any areas which see foot traffic.   
 
The grand reopening will take place on Tuesday, January 19th, from 3:00 -
8:00 p.m.  Councilwoman Scott will revise the original 2008 flyer, after 
which Roslyn Yerman will submit it through the City's social media.  
Yerman reported that interest is being generated through the City Hall 
display case.   
 
A sign-up sheet for the reopening was circulated, and coverage appears to 
be adequate, with a number of members signing up for the duration of the 
open house event.  Martha Kehoe reminded members to mark their 
calendars to remember this commitment.  Roslyn Yerman stated that she 
would email the Intermediate Women's Club Board about providing 
refreshments and volunteers to serve them.  Coffee and hot water for tea 
and hot chocolate were suggested, along with donuts.  Pat Ross 
recommended asking if the tea left over from the club's annual tea might 
be available.   
 



Discussion of handicap access was discussed, and the need to monitor the 
door from the lower level of City Hall.  Andy McGillivray noted that this 
door was not routinely monitored with classes held in the lower level of 
City Hall.  Roslyn Yerman will follow up ahead of the event. 
 
The invitation of local dignitaries was discussed, and a ribbon cutting.  
Roslyn Yerman will contact Keri Valmassei at the Chamber both about 
providing the ribbon and scissors, along with promoting the reopening 
through the weekly Chamber newsletter.   
 
The need for replacement legal hanging file folders was discussed.  This 
exchange needs to be made in a timely manner, so that filing can be 
accomplished.  Martha Kehoe volunteered to make the exchange. 
 
Councilwoman Scott advised members that a computer is now set up in 
the office.  She shared her intention of storing copies of her historical 
photos on the machine for access by members.  She reminded the group of 
the need to move the display case items back to the rooms ahead of the 
January 19th reopening event. 

 
 B. HERITAGE ROOMS - STAFFING 

Ongoing staffing of the rooms was discussed.  Andy McGillivray 
suggested keeping the rooms open from 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. since evening 
access was now an option.  Alyssa Bottrell recommend that the flyer 
include mention of regular hours beginning in February, with the subject 
discussed at the January 26th Commission Meeting the week after the 
reopening.   

 
C. MADISON HEIGHTS MONOPOLY GAME 

Four copies of the City monopoly game are available.  One copy will be 
retained for display, and one will be sold to meet the email request.  
Discussion took place about raffling off one of the remaining two copies at 
the reopening event, and retaining the last for a subsequent event.  Tickets 
would be sold for $1.00 or six for $5.00, which would recognize some 
revenue for the Historical Commission Escrow account.  Pat Ross 
volunteered to purchase raffle tickets.  Roslyn Yerman will look into the 
legality of a raffle.   

 
VII.  NEXT MEETING 
  The next regular meeting will be held on January 26, 2016 at 6:30 p.m 
  
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 



 
 
Margie Townsend     Roslyn F. Yerman 
Acting Secretary     Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library 
    
   



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
JANUARY 26, 2016 

 
PRESENT: Joy Davids            Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Rita Dickel            Justin Suarez 
                        Dolly Ferries            Cheryl Suiter 
  Martha Kehoe            Margie Townsend 
  Andy McGillivray           Roslyn Yerman 
                                                           
                                       
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss            Lila Richards 
  Alyssa Bottrell           Pat Ross 
             
ABSENT: Mary Merkel 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.  
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 27, 2015 REGULAR MEETING  
 AND DECEMBER 15, 2015 SPECIAL MEETING 

A motion to approve the minutes of the October 27, 2015 regular meeting and the 
December 15, 2015 special meeting was made by Martha Kehoe with a second by 
Rita Dickel.   

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 A. HISTORICAL PHOTOS IN CITY BUILDINGS 

Cheryl Suiter presented two completed Fire Station collages.  Roslyn 
Yerman will contact the Fire Chief, and advise the City Manager of the 
completion of this outstanding Council Meeting assignment.   

 
 B. ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 

Martha Kehoe anticipates arranging for a spring visit.   
 

C. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
Selection of the Historian of the Year was deferred at Lila Richards’ 
request so that she could recommend an honoree at the April 26th meeting 
where she would be present.  Lila will be coordinating this item on behalf 
of the Historical Commission.   

 
 

 



       D.   DONATIONS 
 NEW ACQUISITIONS 

Martha Kehoe, Cheryl Suiter, Andy McGillivray, and Justin 
Suarez will make up the committee to review donations.  Only 
Madison Heights items will be accepted for review. 
 
A few new acquisitions were noted.   
 

 MONETARY DONATIONS 
$69.00 was received in donations in 2015. 
 

 SALE ITEMS 
   

E.       HERITAGE ROOMS STAFFING 
The decision was made to have the Heritage Rooms open on Tuesdays, 
from 3:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Martha Kehoe and Rita Dickel indicated that they 
could cover every week, supplemented by other Commission members.  
Access by way of the west and elevator entrances was discussed as part of 
the plan being proposed to the City Manager.   

 
VI.  OTHER BUSINESS 

A.  HERITAGE ROOMS MUSEUM NAME 
Confirmation of the museum name, and discussion took place on 
signage, as well as the need for the website to be updated. 

 
B.  GENEALOGY INFORMATION STORAGE 

 Councilwoman Scott addressed her thoughts on this item. 
 

C.  SCOUT TROOPS 
 Councilwoman Scott shared that scout troops have begun requesting 
tours, which she is coordinating for now.  She recommended that 
guidelines be developed.   

 
VII.  NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be on April 26, 2016. 
 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library  



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
APRIL 26, 2016 

 
PRESENT: Tony Bliss            Pat Ross 
  Alyssa Bottrell           Councilwoman Margene Scott   
                        Joy Davids            Cheryl Suiter 
  Rita Dickel            Justin Suarez            
  Dolly Ferries            Margie Townsend 
  Martha Kehoe                       Roslyn Yerman 
  Andy McGillivray                Chelsea Zuzindlak 
  Lila Richards              
                                                           
                                       
EXCUSED: Mary Merkel 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.  
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JANUARY 26, 2016 

A motion to approve the minutes of the January 26, 2016 meeting was made by 
Martha Kehoe with a second by Rita Dickel.   

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
A schedule was circulated through October 25th, the date of the next 
Historical Commission Meeting.  Councilwoman Scott will draft tour 
guidelines for review by the group.  The Heritage Rooms will be governed 
by the same inclement weather guidelines that apply to City Recreation 
programs.  Opening and closing procedures were demonstrated to 
Commission members. 

 
B.   HISTORIAN OF THE YEAR 

Martha Kehoe and Jack Scott will be honored as Historians of the Year.  
Lila Richards will make the presentations and submit the program and 
ticket forms.  She will prepare the remarks with assistance from 
Councilwoman Scott. 

 
C. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISTIONS 
 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS          



VI.  OTHER BUSINESS 
 
VII.  NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be on October 25, 2016. 
 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Dolly Ferries      Roslyn F. Yerman 
Secretary      Library Director 
Madison Heights Historical Commission  Madison Heights Public Library  



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
OCTOBER 25, 2016 

 
PRESENT: Alyssa Bottrell  Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Joy Davids             Cheryl Suiter 
                        Rita Dickel             Justin Suarez 
  Dolly Ferries             Margie Townsend            
  Martha Kehoe              Roslyn Yerman 
  Lila Richards                          Chelsea Zuzindlak 
  Pat Ross                                             
                                   
                                       
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Andy McGillivray 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.  
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – APRIL 26, 2016  

A motion to approve the minutes of the April 26, 2016 meeting was made by Lila 
Richards with a second by Pat Ross.   

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
Yerman circulated a November 2016 – February 2017 schedule.  
Discussion resulted in a motion by Martha Kehoe with a second by Rita 
Dickel to not open on November 8th and December 27th.  Unlike the 
original school location, City Hall is not a polling precinct, and the 
anticipated election traffic makes it unlikely the rooms will see visitors.  
Similarly, the week between Christmas and New Year’s should be slow. 
 
Scott will draft tour guidelines for review.  Yerman solicited input on 
entrance signage where the doors were removed.  The consensus was 
signage over the doorway, with the suggested wording of Heritage Rooms 
Museum.  Yerman advised that the City sign shop might address.   
 
The group was reminded of Scott’s use of an office desk drawer for 
genealogy research files.  She also shared her goal proposal on the 
Heritage Rooms, with the goal of encouraging visitors.   

 
 
 



 
C. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISTIONS 
 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS  

 
The donation policy for new acquisitions was discussed.  Kehoe noted the 
volume of unsolicited donations being left outside of the rooms.  Members 
of the donation committee were authorized to make independent decisions 
about offered items.  Yerman referenced several recent donation requests 
for discussion, and reminded Commission members of the direct phone 
number for the Heritage Room.   

 
A donation release form was discussed.  Yerman noted the one currently 
in use, and Kehoe reminded members about the Clawson form she shared 
at a previous meeting.  She will provide another copy to Yerman for 
reformatting for use by the Historical Commission, incorporating the 
different types of donation arrangements noted by Scott.   

         
VI.  OTHER BUSINESS 

Yerman advised that members of City Boards and Commissions were 
required to be City residents in response to a question from Kehoe.  
However, she reminded the group that nonresidents, including former 
Madison Heights residents could volunteer, provided a release form had 
been processed and approved, and the volunteer was scheduled with a 
member of the Historical Commission.     

 
 
VII.  NEXT MEETING 

January 17th, April 25th, and October 24th were identified as 2017 meeting 
dates.   

 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Roslyn Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library  



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
JANUARY 17, 2017 

 
PRESENT: Alyssa Bottrell Councilwoman Margene Scott    
  Joy Davids  Cheryl Suiter   
  Rita Dickel     Justin Suarez      
                        Martha Kehoe  Roslyn Yerman 
  Lila Richards               
    
                                        
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss  Andy McGillivray 
  Dolly Ferries  Pat Ross 
      
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 25, 2016 

The October 25, 2016 minutes were tabled. 
 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 SCHEDULING 

A schedule was routed through the April 25, 2017 meeting. 
 

 TOUR GUIDELINES 
This item was tabled. 

 
 SIGNAGE 

Interior and exterior signage was discussed, including options for 
the main interior entrance to the rooms.  City staff has 
recommended and members were asked for names.  
 

 RELEASE FORM 
Clawson’s form was recommended for use. 

 
B. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISTIONS 
 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

         



 
VI.  OTHER BUSINESS 

A. LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL REUNIONS 
 
VII.  NEXT MEETING 

APRIL 25, 2017 
 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Roslyn Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library  



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
APRIL 25, 2017 

 
PRESENT: Alyssa Bottrell Pat Ross    
  Joy Davids  Councilwoman Margene Scott   
  Rita Dickel     Cheryl Suiter         
                        Martha Kehoe  Roslyn Yerman             
    
                                        
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss  Lila Richards 
  Donna Dalling  Justin Suarez 
  Dolly Ferries    
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:40 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.  A motion to excuse Tony Bliss, Donna Dalling, Dolly Ferries, Lila 
Richards, and Justin Suarez was made by Ross, with a second by Dickel. 

 
Yeas:  Bottrell, Davids, Dickel, Kehoe, Ross, Scott, Suiter, Yerman 
Nays:  None 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 25, 2016 AND JANUARY 17, 2017 

Bottrell corrected the January 17, 2017 minutes to reflect the next meeting date as 
April rather than October.  A motion to approve the October 25, 2016 minutes as 
written and the January 17, 2017 minutes as corrected was made by Kehoe, with a 
second by Dickel. 
 
Yeas:  Bottrell, Davids, Dickel, Kehoe, Ross, Scott, Suiter, Yerman 
Nays:  None 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 SCHEDULING 

A schedule from May through August was routed.  Yerman to send 
out that schedule for review and additions, along with a template 
for September and October for members to sign up for additional 
dates ahead of the October 24th meeting.   
 

 TOUR GUIDELINES 
This item was tabled. 
 
 



 SIGNAGE 
Interior and exterior signage was discussed.  Yerman to contact 
DPS Director Vitale about the status of the paint signage 
recommended for the interior entrance to the rooms.  Signage was 
also suggested by the elevator door.   
 

 RELEASE FORM 
Yerman will run the Clawson donation by DPS Director Vitale, per 
City Manager Myers suggestion, given that a form for taking 
donations is already in place at the Nature Center.   

 
B. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISTIONS 
 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

 
Donations were review, along with donation committee procedures.  
Yerman will advise Kehoe and Scott of donations for review.   

 
VI.  OTHER BUSINESS 

A. SELECTION OF HISTORIAN OF THE YEAR 
Scott made a motion to honor Geri and Gary Easton as Historians of 
the Year for their work on redoing the Wall of Heroes with a second 
by Ross. 
 
Yeas:  Bottrell, Davids, Dickel, Kehoe, Ross, Scott, Suiter, Yerman 
Nays:  None 
 
Yerman will submit the program form.  Richards will present, with 
Kehoe and Scott preparing the remarks.  Kehoe will arrange for Geri 
and Gary Easton’s tickets.   

  
B. YOUTH INPUT 

Scott suggested that youth input on the Heritage Rooms was 
invaluable, sharing that she had sounded out this year’s Mock Council 
participants.  Discussion followed on age requirements for Board and 
Commission membership, and possible ordinance revisions to 
accommodate school district seats comparable to other Boards and 
Commissions.   

 
C. JUNE 20TH RETIREE TOUR     

Scott will handle a requested tour by City Manager Myers by City       
retirees on Tuesday, June 20th, at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
 



D.   40TH ANNIVERSARY DISPLAY 
Yerman announced the upcoming 40th anniversary of the GFWC 
Madison Heights Intermediate Women’s Club, and suggested a display 
in the rotating case.  Kehoe and Ross volunteered to put in the display 
with assistance from Suiter.  With the anniversary in the fall, there was 
consensus for the display to replace the current George the Animal 
Steele display following the fall memorial for Jim Myers at Madison 
High School.   

 
Kehoe raised liability concerns should a child be injured in the rooms.  She shared 
her experience with unsupervised youngsters in the rooms while siblings are 
attending gymnastics classes.  She also shared her visit to the Hazel Park 
museum. 
 
Yerman updated the group on Scott’s goal proposal to increase Heritage Rooms’ 
use with a strategic work plan draft to set the goal in motion.  Bottrell and Scott 
will complete the brochure revision for Commission review.   

 
 
VII.  NEXT MEETING 

OCTOBER 24, 2017 
 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Roslyn Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library  



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION  
OCTOBER 24, 2017 

 
PRESENT: Jennifer Ballantine Lila Richards    
  Joy Davids  Pat Ross    
  Rita Dickel  Justin Suarez              
                        Dolly Ferries  Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Martha Kehoe  Cheryl Suiter 
  Deliza Lee  Roslyn Yerman             
    
                                        
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss  Donna Dalling 
     
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.  Jennifer Ballantine and Deliza Lee were welcomed. 
 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – APRIL 25, 2017 

A motion to approve the April 25, 2017 minutes as written was made by Kehoe, 
with a second by Scott. 
 
Yeas:  Ballantine, Davids, Dickel, Ferries, Kehoe, Lee, Richards, Ross, Suarez, 
Scott, Suiter, Yerman 
Nays:  None 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 BREHMER CONCEPT 

A motion to approve the Brehmer concept for the mural at the 
entrance to the Heritage Rooms at a cost of $350.00 was made by 
Richards with a second by Scott.  Suarez recommended a change 
from Heritage Room to Heritage Rooms Museum.  Richards made 
an amended motion to approve the Brehmer concept at a cost of 
$350 with the change of Heritage Room to Heritage Rooms 
Museum with a second by Scott.   
 
Yeas:  Ballantine, Davids, Dickel, Ferries, Kehoe, Lee, Richards, 
Ross, Suarez, Scott, Suiter, Yerman 
Nays:  None  

 



 RELEASE FORM 
Yerman reported that no Nature Center release form for use as a 
template had been located and for comparison against the Clawson 
form.  Discussion took place on the need to address different kinds 
of donations.  A release form will be drafted for review and 
discussion at the January meeting. 

 
 40th  ANNIVERSARY DISPLAY 

Discussion continued on use of the rotating display case 
celebrating the 40th anniversary of the Women’s Club.  Kehoe will 
explore the availability of items for display.   
 
Discussion turned to an exhibit honoring the memory of Mayor 
Edward C. Swanson in the City Hall lobby display case to reach 
more visitors.  The idea of a reception to honor the family was 
raised, as was done with previous displays when the rooms were 
located in their original location.  Scott shared the status of her 
project to collect Swanson memories and the time needed to 
coordinate photos for an exhibit.  Yerman will check on the 
availability of the City Hall display case for some time after the 
first of the year.   

 
B. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISTIONS 
 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

 
Commission members were reminded of the plan for donated items to 
be reviewed by a subcommittee for consideration.  Calls will be 
directed to Kehoe, who will contact Suarez.  Lee will draft a sign 
regarding donations.  There is an existing typewriter donation to be 
placed.   

 
 
VI.  OTHER BUSINESS 

A. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE REPRESENTATION 
Yerman reported that City renewals had been processed for the 
Community Round Table, including the Historical Commission’s 
membership, with Richards serving as representative and Davids as 
alternate. 

 
B. HERITAGE ROOMS 

 SCHEDULING 
A schedule was routed for April through October. 

 
 



 
 WORK 

Discussion took place on work to be done while volunteering 
in the rooms.  Discussed items included filing, cleaning, and 
thank you notes for donations.   

 
 

Discussion took place on the concept of a free or complementary admission ticket 
to encourage traffic, even while there is never a charge for admission.  Lee and 
Suiter will draft something for review at the January meeting.   
 
Kehoe reported that she had been contacted about a request by Councilman Soltis 
to display the Wall of Heroes in the lobby at City Hall in November.  There was 
no objection to the temporary relocation in comparable fashion to the way in 
which the Wall is used for the Memorial Day Parade and Service.   
 
Signage was discussed, with a recommendation for portable signage comparable 
to what existed in the rooms’ original location.  In the current location, the sign 
would be placed outside by the elevator door during the Heritage Rooms 
operating hours on Tuesdays between 3:00 and 7:00 p.m.  Yerman will contact 
Joe Vitale to see if the Department of Public Services can assist.   
 
Yerman reminded the Commission about the FY 2018 goal to increase use of the 
Heritage Rooms.   

 
 
VII.  NEXT MEETING 

January 16th, April 24th, and October 30th were identified as 2018 meeting 
dates. 

 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Roslyn Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library  



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
JANUARY 16, 2018 

 
PRESENT: Jennifer Ballantine  Deliza Lee 
  Joy Davids             Lila Richards 
                        Rita Dickel             Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Martha Kehoe   Roslyn Yerman                                   
                                                                    
                                 
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Justin Suarez   
  Donna Dalling   Cheryl Suiter    
  Pat Ross 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:45 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.  Yerman stated that there are currently three vacancies on the 
Historical Commission, with an anticipated fourth vacancy, as Donna Dalling 
does not intend to continue when her current term expires on February 28th. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 24, 2017 

The October 24, 2017 minutes were approved as drafted.   
 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 

 TOUR GUIDELINES 
This item was tabled. 

 
 RELEASE FORM 

This item was tabled. 
 

 PORTABLE SIGNAGE 
Public Services Analyst/Planner Sean Ballantine’s sign proposal 
was discussed, including placement, storage and wording.  The 
decision was made to go with a single sign outside of the elevator 
door entrance as was originally discussed.  Basic wording was 
recommended: 

 
Heritage Rooms Museum 
Open Today 



Not including hours will allow the Commission the flexibility of 
using the sign whenever the rooms are open, for regular hours or a 
special event. 

 
 COMPLIMENTARY PASS 

The draft was discussed.  Lee will make the discussed revisions for 
a second review by Commission members. 

 
 EDWARD C. SWANSON DISPLAY 

Discussion took place regarding the establishment of a display in 
the rotating case, possibly in conjunction with a special event.  
Yerman told the group that the contents of the City Hall Display 
Case needed to be emptied by January 19th.  Kehoe and Scott 
volunteered to remove the contents the next day following the 
Community Round Table Meeting.  Scott recommended deferring 
the new display until more memories and photos were available.   

 
 B. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISITIONS 
Scott shared the story behind a 1959 yearbook, and Richards 
shared a 1973 hockey team photo.   

 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

         
VI.  OTHER BUSINESS 

A.  COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
 REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 HISTORIAN OF THE YEAR 

Rita Dickel was selected as Historian of the Year.  Kehoe will 
submit the form, and Richards will order the plaque.  Scott 
will assist in drafting the narrative. 

 
B.  HERITAGE ROOMS 

 SCHEDULING 
The January through April schedule (and next Historical 
Commission Meeting) was routed.  The schedule was mostly 
filled in through March.  Discussion will take place at the April 
meeting as to whether open hours will be adjusted to every 
other week. 
 

 WORK 
Discussion resumed as to work to be completed when members 
were volunteering in the Heritage Rooms.  Two identified 
projects were computer input and photo work.  Scott agreed to 
train several members on the former. 
 



Kehoe shared that child supervision during gymnastics classes 
is still a significant issue.  Yerman will share with City staff 
that this remains an issue despite the addition of signage 
reminding parents and caregivers of the need for child 
supervision.    
 

 
VII.  NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on April 24, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Roslyn Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library  



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
April 24, 2018  

 
PRESENT: Jennifer Ballantine  Lila Richards 
  Joy Davids             Pat Ross  
                        Rita Dickel   Councilwoman Margene Scott 
  Bernadette Gutowski  Cheryl Suiter 
  Martha Kehoe   Roslyn Yerman                                   
                                                                    
                                 
EXCUSED: Tony Bliss   Justin Suarez   
  Deliza Lee    
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:38 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See Above.   
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JANUARY 16, 2018  
The January 16, 2018 minutes were approved as drafted, with a motion by 
Richards with a second by Scott. 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 

 TOUR GUIDELINES 
Tour guidelines remain in process.  Suiter raised the possibility of 
self-guided tours.  Discussion took place on traditional tours vs. the 
self-conducted variety.  Scott and Suiter will work on developing 
options for review by the Commission.   

 
 RELEASE FORM 

In Suarez’s absence, this item was tabled.   
 

 PORTABLE SIGNAGE 
Yerman reported that the sign was complete and in place for use.  
Members were shown its location to put out when scheduled. 

 
 COMPLIMENTARY PASS 

Discussion took place about the complimentary pass becoming a 
pass for a complimentary tour.  Lee will contact Scott for 
additional revisions to the pass for review by the Commission.   



 EDWARD C. SWANSON DISPLAY 
A display is in place in the rotating case.  The possibility of 
augmenting the display with a family event has not been ruled out. 

 
 B. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISITIONS 
Scott shared Kendall family photos, and spoke about an online 
contact with Solberg descendants.  Kehoe shared a photo of 
Baron’s Market.   

 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

         
VI.  OTHER BUSINESS 

A.  COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
 REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 HISTORIAN OF THE YEAR 

Rita Dickel was selected as Historian of the Year.  Kehoe will 
submit the form, and Richards will order the plaque.  Scott 
will assist in drafting the narrative. 

 
B.  HERITAGE ROOMS 

 SCHEDULING 
Discussion took place about having the rooms open every other 
Tuesday instead of every Tuesday, given that most room traffic 
takes the form of special appointments and tours, along with 
current coverage challenges.  Kehoe made a motion with a 
second by Ross to have the rooms open on the first and third 
Tuesday of each month.   
 
Yeas:  Ballantine, Davids, Dickel, Gutowski, Kehoe, Richards, 
Ross, Scott, Suiter, Yerman 
Nays:  None 
 

 WORK 
Discussion resumed about work to be completed when 
members were volunteering in the Heritage Rooms.  
Photograph was highlighted.   
 
Child supervision during gymnastics classes is still an issue, as 
was illustrated during the meeting.  Kehoe shared a visit by 
City administration (unfortunately at a quieter time) and 
Richards shared a visit by gymnastics staff with an interest in 
addressing this ongoing issue.   

 
 
 



C.    ARTS & CULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD EVENT 
The new Arts & Cultural Advisory Board has an evening event scheduled on     
Thursday, June 14th.  The Heritage Rooms will be open, allowing an 
additional opportunity for room access, and to highlight the entrance mural.   

 
 D.     MEMORIAL DAY PARADE AND FESTIVAL IN THE PARK 

 Historical Commission participation in the Memorial Day Parade was 
discussed.  Ballantine and Suiter expressed an interest in carrying or riding 
with the Commission banner, and will see Yerman to look at the banner.  
Pending completion of the revised banner for distribution, Gutowski stated 
that she would be willing to take on that task.  Yerman reminded the group 
that parade registration would have to be done soon.  Interest was also 
expressed in manning a table at the June 24th Festival in the Park.   

 
 

VII.  NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on October 30, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Roslyn Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library  



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
October 30, 2018 

 
PRESENT:   Jennifer Ballantine  Pat Ross 
  Rita Dickel             Councilwoman Margene Scott 
                        Bernadette Gutowski  Justin Suarez 
  Martha Kehoe   Cheryl Suiter 
  Deliza Lee                          Roslyn Yerman 
  Lila Richards  
 
EXCUSED:   Tony Bliss 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Roslyn Yerman 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - APRIL 24, 2018 
The April 24, 2018 minutes were approved as drafted, with a motion by Kehoe. 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 TOUR GUIDELINES 

This item was tabled. 
 

 RELEASE FORM 
This item was tabled. 
 

 COMPLIMENTARY PASS 
 The decision was made for the document to be a complimentary 

tour.  Lee will circulate a draft prior to the January meeting with 
final approval taking place at that time. 
 

 EDWARD C. SWANSON DISPLAY 
Scott made a motion to maintain the Swanson display and not hold 
a family event, with a second by Richards. 
 
Yeas:  Ballantine, Dickel, Gutwoski, Kehoe, Lee, Richards, Ross, 
Scott, Suarez, Suiter, Yerman 
Naes:  None 
 
 



B. DONATIONS 
 NEW ACQUISTIONS 

Richards shared a photo of Mark Howe, her husband Jim Richards 
and Monte Geralds 

 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

  
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. YOUTH INVOLVEMENT 
Scott shared her plans for getting youth involved in the Heritage Rooms.  
Minors must complete a volunteer application.  Three have been received to 
date.  Scott has distributed an initial task list for members to review and revise 
ahead of the January meeting.  Yerman spoke about the library's new 
volunteen program, noting that one of the tasks was assistance with the 
Historical Commission and in the Heritage Rooms.  Volunteens wear special 
shirts, identifying them as such while working 
 

B. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE  
 REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 

Yerman will follow up as to whether an alternate was included with 
the 2018-19 Historical Commission membership.   
 

C. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 SCHEDULING 

The November through January schedule was circulated.  With an 
awareness of the holidays, the rooms will be scheduled on November 
6th and 20th, December 11th, and January 8th and 22nd.   
 

 WORK 
Tasks were discussed 
 

 Honoring Joy Davids' memory was discussed at an event including her 
family was discussed.  Scott will speak with the family about some 
dates in the new year. 

 
VII. NEXT MEETING – IDENTIFICATION OF 2019 MEETING DATES 

Meetings will be held on January 15, 2019, April 16, 2019, and October 15, 2019 
at 6:30 p.m. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 



Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Roslyn  Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library 
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MINUTES 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 
JANUARY 15, 2019 
 
Call to Order 
 
Roslyn Yerman called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present:    Jennifer Ballantine, Lila Richards, Margene Scott, Justin Suarez, Cheryl Suiter, 

Roslyn Yerman 
Absent:   Tony Bliss, Rita Dickel, Bernadette Gutowski, Deliza Lee, Pat Ross 
Guests:  Mary Davids Willer, John Davids, Doug Willer, Judy Davids, Lee Davids, Harley 

Modarski, Cory Johnston 
 
No business was conducted because a quorum was not present.    
 
 









MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
October 15, 2019 

 
PRESENT:   Jennifer Ballantine  Pat Ross 
  Tony Bliss   Councilwoman Margene Ann Scott 
                        Bernadtte Gutowski  Justin Suarez 
  Anna Janik-Shaw             Cheryl Suiter 
  Martha Kehoe                          Roslyn Yerman                        
  Lila Richards 
 
EXCUSED:   Rita Dickel   Deliza Lee 
GUESTS:   Jack Scott    Jennifer Wright 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – APRIL 16, 2019 

Kehoe made a motion to approve the April 16, 2019 minutes as drafted. 
 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Jennifer Wright shared her John R Trail Project with the Commission, and plans 
to establish a phone app identifying historical landmarks on the route.  Plans call 
for the incorporation of nature.  The idea was initially presented to the Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA), who is already on board.  Wright suggested 
interviewing families for inclusion as well.  Yerman shared an ongoing Historical 
Commission project which has oral histories and transcripts of the same currently 
accessible on the history pages of the City website, accessible from the library 
page.  Wright answered questions from Commission members.   
 
Room scheduling was brought forward and the November through January 
schedule was routed while the meeting continued.   

 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 TOUR GUIDELINES 

This item was tabled. 
 

 RELEASE FORM 
Suarez, Kehoe and Janik-Shaw to work on.   
 

 COMPLIMENTARY PASS 
Lee and Scott to work on. 



 YOUTH INVOLVEMENT 
Scott and Janik-Shaw to work on recruitment of more youth 
volunteers.  

 
 SHIRTS 

The Davids family is willing to make additional shirts.   
 

B. DONATIONS 
 NEW ACQUISTIONS 
 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

  
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. OAKLAND COUNTY PRESENTATION 
The book donation will be made at the end of the year.  
 

B. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE  
 REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 

 
C.  HERITAGE ROOMS 

 SCHEDULING 
The November through January schedule was reviewed for coverage. 
 

VII. NEXT MEETING – IDENTIFICATION OF 2020 DATES 
2020 meeting dates were identified as January 21st, April 21st, and October 27th. 
 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Roslyn  Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library 
 



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
January 21, 2020 

 
PRESENT:   Tony Bliss   Lila Richards 
  Kymm Clark   Margene Ann Scott 
                        Bob Corbett   Cheryl Suiter 
  Anna Janik-Shaw  Justin Suarez 
  Martha Kehoe                         Roslyn Yerman                        
 
EXCUSED:   Jennifer Ballantine  Deliza Lee 
  Rita Dickel   Pat Ross 
  Bernadette Gutowski 
GUESTS:   Jack Scott     
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.  Richards made a motion to excuse Ballantine, Dickel, Gutowksi, Lee 
and Ross with a second by Kehoe. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 15, 2019  

Bliss noted that he was present at the meeting.  Suiter made a motion to approve 
the October 15, 2019 minutes as corrected with a second by Suarez. 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 
Room scheduling was brought forward and the January through April schedule 
was routed while the meeting continued.   

 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 TOUR GUIDELINES 

Scott and Suiter will continue to work on physical and virtual tour 
guidelines with assistance from Janik-Shaw. 
 

 RELEASE FORM 
Janik-Shaw reviewed revisions on the release form  Bliss made a  
motion to approve the form with a second by Suiter. 
 
Yeas:  Bliss, Corbett, Janik-Shaw, Kehoe, Richards, Scott, Suiter, 
Suarez, Yerman 
Nays:  None  
 
Donations will be reviewed on a case by case basis.  The 
Commission’s mission statement was discussed.  Yerman 



referenced its inclusion in the City Charter, as with other City  
Boards and Commissions.   

  
 COMPLIMENTARY PASS 

The phone number on the pass will be confirmed. 
 

 YOUTH INVOLVEMENT 
Scott and Janik-Shaw to work on recruitment of more youth 
volunteers.  

 
B. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISTIONS 
Scott shared the donation of a SEMCOG Pewabic tile.   

 MONETARY DONATIONS 
Donations were received in honor of Scott’s retirement. 

 SALE ITEMS 
  
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. OAKLAND COUNTY PRESENTATION 
A joint Library and Commission program will be scheduled.   

 
B.  MUSEUM OPERATIONS 

Janik-Shaw is working on ideas.   
 

C. COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE  
 REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 

 
D.  HERITAGE ROOMS SCHEDULING 

The January – April schedule was reviewed for coverage. 
 

Discussion took place on further promoting the rooms.  Corbett made a motion to 
create a Heritage Rooms Facebook page with a second by Janik-Shaw. 

 
Yeas:  Bliss, Corbett, Janik-Shaw, Kehoe, Richards, Scott, Suiter, Suarez, Yerman 
Nays:  None 

 
Programming opportunities were discussed including partnerships with other 
Boards and Commissions.   

 
VII. NEXT MEETING – April 21, 2020 

 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 



 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Roslyn  Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library 



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
November 5, 2020 

 
PRESENT:   Jennifer Ballantine  Lila Richards 
  Tony Bliss   Pat Ross 
                        Kymm Clarke   Jack Scott 
  Bob Corbett   Margene Scott 
  Sean Fleming                     Justin Suarez 
  Eric Graettinger                      Roslyn Yerman                                   
 
EXCUSED:   Deliza Lee   Cheryl Suiter     
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:19 p.m. by Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.  Kehoe made a motion to excuse Lee and Suiter with a second by 
Richards. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JANUARY 21, 2020 

The minutes of the January 21, 2020 meeting were approved.   
 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 TOUR GUIDELINES 
 RELEASE FORM 
 COMPLIMENTARY PASS 

 
The group brainstormed on the Heritage Rooms and associated activities.  
Kehoe asked about Commission access during the pandemic and Yerman 
advised that is was permissible with masks and social distancing.  Hand 
sanitizer was also recommended.  Yerman did advise that it was likely 
only daytime access would be allowed, possibly later, if Commission 
members were already in the rooms at City Hall’s 4:30 p.m. close of 
business.   
 
An introduction to the rooms for Fleming and Graettinger was discussed.  
Fleming advised that he is currently only available on Mondays.  Janik-
Shaw’s schedule is currently more flexible.  The need to catalog the 
rooms’ holdings was discussed, including the the need to scan newspaper 
clippings, given their fragility over time.  Bliss stated that he had ordered a 
scanner wand which could be used by the Commission.   

 



 
Social media was discussed to promote the rooms and activities.  Janik-Shaw brought up 
the previously mentioned idea of a Heritage Rooms Facebook page.  She and Clark 
volunteered to help set it up.  Clark further recommended the idea of a separate website, 
illustrating its effectiveness with one set up for the Arts Board.  Content could be 
gradually rolled out on both pages at the same time.  
 
Scott and Corbett voiced concerns about the administration and moderation of City 
connected social media.  Yerman will follow up on how these social media efforts should 
be handled before the Commission proceeds.  Janik-Shaw shared the trend in the museum 
world for virtual tours, and recommended the creation of a general virtual tour of the 
rooms to educate the public about the museum.   
 
Yerman spoke to the frequency of City history related questions on Madison Heights 
forum pages, illustrating the existing need for such education.  Promotion is key, 
including making sure the public is aware of events and programs.  Expansion of the oral 
history project was also discussed.  Additional ideas were a public discussion of civil 
unrest and all that is going on in the Madison Heights community and how it is being 
addressed.  Janik-Shaw suggested a meeting in the rooms to identify a few topics on 
which to focus, which could then be divided up among the members.   
 
VI. NEXT MEETING – TBD 

 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Roslyn  Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library 



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
October 6, 2021 

 
PRESENT:   Jennifer Ballantine  Kelly Ording 
  Rebecca Chambliss  Pat Ross 
                       Adam Diemond  Margene Scott 
  Sean Fleming   Justin Suarez 
  Tanya Graettinger                  Cheryl Suiter 
  Martha Kehoe                         Roslyn Yerman                       
                                                
 
EXCUSED:   Bob Corbett              Lila Richards 
  Deliza Lee  
GUEST:   Bob Gettings    
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Yerman. 
 
II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.  Ross made a motion to excuse Corbett, Lee and Richards, with a 
second by Suarez. 
 
Yeas:  Ballantine, Chambliss, Diemond, Fleming, Graettinger Kehoe, Ording, 
Ross, Scott, Suarez, Yerman 
Naes:  None 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 5, 2020 

The minutes of the November 5, 2020 meeting were approved as drafted with a 
motion by Kehoe and a second by Ross. 
 
Yeas:  Ballantine, Chambliss, Diemond, Fleming, Graettinger Kehoe, Ording, 
Ross, Scott, Suarez, Yerman 
Naes:  None 
 

 
IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 
 TOUR GUIDELINES 
 RELEASE FORM 
 COMPLIMENTARY PASS 

 
Yerman introduced these items for the benefit of the newer members.  
Suiter gave background information on the Complimentary pass as a way 



of promoting the museum.  Yerman added that the Commission has been 
brainstorming promotion, but given the number of new members, the first 
order of business should be familiarizing the Commission’s new members 
with them.   
 
Kehoe volunteered to coordinate orientations.  Members were informed 
that Kehoe, Scott and Yerman will be in the Heritage Rooms on October 
15th for a portion of a civic center tour by Madison Elementary School 2nd 
grade classes, and that the afternoon would be an opportunity for an 
orientation for those available.   

 
B. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISITONS  
 MONETARY DONATIONS 
 SALE ITEMS 

 
This standing item was tabled ahead of the Scott donations discussion.   

 
 
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

A.  COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 
 REPRESENTATIVE AND ALTERNATE 

Kehoe made a motion to appoint Scott as the Historical Commission 
Community Round Table representative with a second by Yerman. 
 
Yeas:  Ballantine, Chambliss, Diemond, Fleming, Graettinger Kehoe, 
Ording, Ross, Scott, Suarez, Yerman 
Naes:  None 
 

B.  HERITAGE ROOMS - SCHEDULING 
 This item was tabled until later in the meeting. 

 
  

C.  SCOTT DONATIONS 
Discussion took place regarding the donations made to the museum in 
memory of Jack Scott.  A final total was not yet available.   

 
Discussion took place on reopening the Heritage Rooms.  Kehoe mad a motion to 
resume hours on the first and third Tuesdays of the month beginning on 
November 2nd, from 3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. with a second by Scott. 
 
Yeas:  Ballantine, Chambliss, Diemond, Fleming, Graettinger Kehoe, Ording, 
Ross, Scott, Suarez, Yerman 
Naes:  None 
 



Kehoe will coordinate the room schedule, pairing new members with old for 
orientation. 

 
Kehoe asked about the status of the addition of Brian Hartwell’s biography to 
accompany his photo on the Wall of Heroes.  Scott replied that she is in receipt of 
the information and will work on ensuring an abridged version is created for the 
addition.   
 
Kehoe additionally requested that museum donations go through the acquisitions 
subcommittee as discussed.  The group was reminded that the focus is on 
historical items only from Madison Heights, given limited apce. 
 
Scott noted a missing bookcase, which was donated by the Eastons.  It was 
determined after the meeting that DPS staff is already trying to locate it.   
 
Bernie Gonzalez was inducted into the Michigan Wrestling Hall of Fame.  
Museum items were part of the display for the ceremony, and Gonzalez donated a 
framed photo of Jim Myers (George the Animal Steel) with their return.   
 
Scott share that Tanya Graettinger and her husband Eric (former Commission 
member) purchased the oldest home in the City.   
 
Kehoe proposed a display featuring Tony Bliss and Jack Scott with a second by 
Scott. 
 
 
Yeas:  Ballantine, Chambliss, Diemond, Fleming, Graettinger Kehoe, Ording, 
Ross, Scott, Suarez, Yerman 
Naes:  None 

 
 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Roslyn  Yerman 
Library Director 
Madison Heights Public Library 



MADISON HEIGHTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

January 26, 2022 

 

PRESENT:   Jennifer Ballantine  Martha Kehoe 

  Rebecca Chambliss  Margene Scott 

                       Adam Diemond  Cheryl Suiter 

  Tanya Graettinger  Roslyn Yerman 

                                                                                                  

 

EXCUSED:   Bob Corbett              Pat Ross 

  Mark Bliss    Lila Richards  

  Kelly Ording   Justin Suarez 
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 Meeting called to order at 6:50 p.m. by Yerman 

 

II. INTRODUCTION AND ROLL CALL 

See above.  Suiter made a motion to excuse Corbett, Bliss, Ording, Ross, Richards 

and Lee with a second by Ballantine. 

 

Yeas:  Ballantine, Chambliss, Diemond, Graettinger, Kehoe, Scott, Suiter and 

Yerman 

Naes:  None 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 6, 2021 

The minutes of the October 6, 2021 meeting were approved as drafted with a 

motion by Kehoe and a second by Scott. 

 

Yeas:  Ballantine, Chambliss, Diemond, Graettinger, Kehoe, Scott, Suiter and 

Yerman 

Naes:  None 

 

 

IV. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. HERITAGE ROOMS 

 TOUR GUIDELINES 

 RELEASE FORM 

 COMPLIMENTARY PASS 

 

The complimentary pass was discussed.  Scott will follow up with Lee to 

get this item completed in a timely fashion.  The physical template was 

reviewed, and the final corrections identified.  These included 

confirmation of the room email address and phone number.  



Tour guidelines were discussed as another outstanding item, with a 

possible distinction between general youth and scout tours to assist in 

meeting badge requirements.  Graettinger will assist Scott in this item.   

 

Members were reminded to keep the elevator doors unlocked to facilitate 

handicap accessibility.  An additional reminder was made to place the 

sandwich board sign on the sidewalk at this location upon arrival to attract 

attention.   

 

 

B. DONATIONS 

 NEW ACQUISITONS  

 MONETARY DONATIONS 

 SALE ITEMS 

 

Scott shared a list of supply needs, which she will send to the members. 

Promotion of supply needs on social media was also discussed.    

 

 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

A.  COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE 

 Scott provided the report. 

 

B.  HERITAGE ROOMS - SCHEDULING 

 The schedule for February and March was distributed and filled in.   

 

  

C.  SCOTT DONATIONS 

 

Scott proposed renaming the sports area of the rooms in memory of Councilman 

Bob Gettings.  Such a naming opportunity would have to be in accordance with a 

recently adopted City policy.   

 

Scott spoke to the work of Madison School District Historian Nathan Simas.  She 

stated that the joint memorial display for Jack Scott and Tony Bliss is pending 

information from the Bliss family.   

 

Kehoe asked about the possibility of publicity in the local paper.  Yerman will 

reach out to Andy Kozlowski at the Madison-Park News.  

 

Chambliss shared the possibility of providing missing year books from items 

found stored at the Madison District.   

 

The difference between Commission members and volunteers was discussed, with 

a desire to facilitate volunteer use in the Heritage Rooms.   

 



VII. NEXT MEETING  

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Chambliss made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. with a second by 

Graettinger. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Roslyn  Yerman 

Library Director 

Madison Heights Public Library 
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Historical Commission Meeting 

Madison Heights, Michigan 

May 26, 2022 

 

A Historical Commission Meeting was held on Thursday, May 26, 2022 at 6:30 PM at Library 

- Breckenridge Room, 240 W. 13 Mile Rd. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Verdun-Morris called to order at 6:32 PM. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Margene Scott, Tanya Graettinger, Cheryl Suiter, Jennifer Ballantine, Patricia Ross, 

Martha Kehoe, Deliza Lee, Council Representative Mark Bliss 

ABSENT: Kelly Ording, Rebecca Chambliss, Lila Richards, Justin Suarez, William Mier 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 

None. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Approve Minutes from January Meeting. Motion by Kehoe. Second by Scott. 

Passed. 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

None present. 

REPORTS 

Scott and Lee reported that complimentary passes were printed, but incorrect information was 

included, and they need to be reprinted. Lee will reprint after contact information is corrected. 

Scott reported that HeritageRooms2@madison-heights.org is not receiving incoming mail. 

Verdun-Morris will request I.T. support. 

Scott reports the current sign is too heavy for many volunteers to move during shifts at the 

Heritage Rooms. A rolling cart is needed to move it. Verdun-Morris will find out what plans are 

for post-renovation Heritage Rooms signage on the main floor of city hall. 

Scott reported that previous director Yerman was supposed to contact Madison-Park News. Bliss 

reported articles are typically run with current events, so the Heritage Rooms may need an event 

or promotion to be featured. 

Scott reported the wood finish display shelves disappeared from hallway by museum; security 

cameras did not appear to be working; and doors by elevator were locked preventing guest entry 

the last time she volunteered. Verdun-Morris will ask IT to check on whether cameras are 

working and whether training on the cameras can be arranged.   

Scott requested a report from Verdun-Morris on the Escrow account balance and transactions. 

Verdun-Morris will obtain and send to commission. Scott reported she donated erasers and has 

ordered school-sized 8”x10” chalkboards, which she will donate once they arrive. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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None. 

NEW BUSINESS 

2. Heritage Rooms Volunteer Schedule 

Dates on the sign-up sheet listed every other Tuesday, when they should have listed only the first 

and third Tuesday of each month. After dates were corrected, the sign-up sheet was passed 

around. 

3. Research Request 

Kehoe will check with members of the Geralds family, who may have been around during the 

Bunker Hill re-enactment in 1975. 

Members related anecdotal information regarding the naming of the Rosie’s Park. Rosie Etoff 

(spelling unknown) was a local businesswoman who used the site of Rosie’s Park for waste 

disposal but was not fined for improper waste disposal. She subsequently donated the land to the 

City with the stipulation that the land always be named after her. 

4. Set date for October Meeting 

Tentative date is set for Wednesday, October 12, 2022, at 6:30 PM. 

Motion to create a subcommittee to investigate the naming of parks, city rooms and 

buildings, and conduct fundraising for signage. Motion by Council Representative Bliss. 

Second by Graettinger. Passed.  

Subcommittee will consist of Council Representative Bliss, Graettinger, and Lee. Bliss reported 

they will begin interviewing people to obtain information, but and any fundraising events will be 

planned to occur after the Civic Center Complex renovation is at or near completion. 

Bliss will also provide artifacts to Scott for display on Jack Scott & Tony Bliss in the near future. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Adjourned by Verdun-Morris at 8:03 PM. 

NOTICE: Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation through 

electronic means in this meeting should contact the City Clerk at (248) 583-0826 or by 

email:  clerks@madison-heights.org at least two working days in advance of the meeting. An 

attempt will be made to make reasonable accommodations. 
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